News that Matters. Stories that Thrills.

Estd. 1976

0

¢

THE MUNSIF

-

% ALL YOU NEED.

EVERY DAY.

THE 100% VEGAN
ALL-IN-ONE HEALTH SUPPLEMENT

100% “
RDA
OMEGA3  100%RDA  VEGAN  GRAPE-SEED

30 CAPSULES.

3499/-

(16.63 per day only)

14 TRUSTED BY DOCTORS.
CHOSEN BY PATIENTS. ‘

Wednesday August 26,2026

Published from Hyderabad | English Daily
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Us Trade Relations
Is Our Goal: Us
Ambassador
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South Korea, US
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to North Korea
denuclearisation:
Seoul
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A Rare
egmnmg

aby Born
With Four
Arms, Four
LegS|n
Madhya
Pradesh

Bhopal, Aug 25

A newborn boy with
four arms and four legs
has been transferred for
specialist treatment after
being born with an ex-
ceptionally rare congen-
ital anomaly at Lavkush
Nagar in Madhya

Pradesh’s Chhatarpur
district.
The approximate-

ly 3-kg baby was born
at the Lavkush Nagar
Community  Health
Centre on Sunday.
Doctors examining the
newborn suspect hetero-
pagus congenital anom-
aly, commonly described
as parasitic twinning, in
which the development
of one twin is incomplete
and portions of it remain
attached to the more
fully developed twin.

Milad Spirit Fills the Old
City: Hyderabad Set for
Grand Processions

Traffic restrictions and need-based diversions will operate
from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. on Wednesday. August 26, as Milad-
un-Nabi peace processions move through five principal
routes linking Falaknuma, Charminar, Mecca Masijid.
Nampally and other parts of the Old Clty

Hyderabad, Aug 25

Motorists travelling
through Hyderabad’s
Old City and adjoining
central areas have been
advised to prepare for ex-
tensive traffic regulation
on Wednesday, August
26, when Milad-un-Nabi
peace processions are
scheduled to pass through
several major thorough-
fares between 10 a.m. and
11 p.m.

Hyderabad Traffic
Police said vehicles
would be stopped or di-
verted on a need basis as
the processions advance,
rather than all affected
roads necessarily re-
maining closed through-
out the 13-hour period.
Commuters have conse-

quently been advised to
avoid the notified routes
and use alternative roads
wherever possible.

The principal pro-
cession routes include
Falaknuma to Volta Hotel
via Charminar; Yahiya
Pasha Dargah to Volta
Hotel; Mecca Masjid to
Haj House, Nampally;
Mecca Masjid to Volta
Hotel; and Pattarghatti to
Alijah Kotla.

Traffic regulation is
expected at 28 points
along and around
the routes, including
Falaknuma, Engine
Bowli, Nagulchinta X
Road, Himmatpura,
Volga, Haribowli, Panch
Mohalla, Charminar,
Gulzar Houz, Pattarghatti,
Madina Junction,

Delhi Gate, Nayapul,
Darulshifa, Purani
Haveli, Etebar Chowk,

Alijah Kotla, Bibi Bazar,
Volta Hotel, Afzalgunj,
Osmangunj, MJ Market,
Taj Island, Nampally T
Junction and Haj House.
The concentration of
procession routes around
Charminar and the Old
City means delays could
extend beyond the imme-
diate procession corridors
as diverted vehicles move
onto adjoining roads.
Joint Commissioner
of Police (Traffic) D.
Joel Davis, IPS, has ap-
pealed to commuters to
plan journeys in advance,
follow instructions from
traffic personnel and co-
operate with officers de-
ployed along the routes.

Gachibowli
tragedy
sparks CMC
demolition
drive

MEDICINE WITHOUT MANDATE:
Six Held in Secunderabad Clinic

Sweep

— Fake Credentials,

Hundreds of Drugs Seized

Hyderabad, Aug 25

The Cyberabad
Municipal Corporation
(CMC) demolished 17
unauthorised under-con-
struction buildings across
its jurisdiction on Tuesday
as it intensified enforce-
ment against building
violations following the
deadly collapse of an al-
legedly illegal seven-sto-
rey structure at Anjaiah
Nagar.

Acting on directions
from CMC Commissioner
G. Srijana, IAS, en-
forcement teams demol-
ished eight structures in
Quthbullapur Zone, seven
in Serilingampally and
two in Kukatpally. The
Telangana government’s
Municipal Administration
and Urban Development
Department lists Srijana
as the Commissioner of
CMC.

The civic body also
served notices on 11 un-
authorised constructions
and identified another
54 structures through
complaints received on
MyCURE and Prajavani
as well as field inspections

by municipal officials.
Continued on Page 3...

Six men were arrested in coordinated raids by the Commissioner’s
Task Force & four local police stations across the Secunderabad Zone.

Police seized 277 injections, 933 tablets, 70 syringes, 57 bottles of
syrup, medical equipment, prescription pads and rubber stamps,
besides 12 glucose bottles.

Munsif Bureau
Hyderabad, August 25

Hyderabad police have
apprehended six men ac-
cused of running clinics
and providing medical
treatment without the
qualifications required
for the practice they al-
legedly undertook, in a
coordinated operation
across the Secunderabad
Zone that exposed what
investigators described

as years of unauthorised
medical practice in neigh-
bourhood clinics.

The Commissioner’s
Task Force, Secunderabad
Zone, carried out the
raids with Ramgopalpet,
Chilkalguda, Domalguda
and OU City police.
According to the police
account, the accused
allegedly represented
themselves as qualified
doctors and treated pa-

|
-

tients by prescribing
medicines, administering
injections and giving in-
travenous saline or glu-
cose despite lacking valid
qualifications or authori-
sation for such practice.
Independent reports pub-
lished on Tuesday broad-
ly corroborated the details
of the Secunderabad op-
eration.

Continued on Page 3...

UPI Turns 10,
Ministers Highlight
Digital Payments
Growth

In Focus, Page 6

Heavy Rain
Threatens Day 4 of
India-Sri Lanka 2nd
Test as India Eye
Victory in Colombo
Sports, Page 7

A Six-Figure Barrier:

US Proposes $103,265
H-1B Fee — Skilled Hiring
Faces a Cost Reckoning

- The proposed charge would apply to all cap-subject H-1B petitions,
including those under the US advanced-degree exemption.
- DHS projects roughly $8.8 billion in annual revenue, based on 85000

cap-subject petitions.

Press Media
Washington, August 25

The Trump adminis-
tration has proposed an
extraordinary $103,265
additional fee for
cap-subject H-1B pe-
titions, opening a new
front in its effort to re-
shape skilled immigration
and potentially imposing
a formidable new cost
on American compa-

EVERY DAY.

’! &

nies recruiting foreign
professionals, including
workers from India.
Under the Department
of Homeland Security
proposal, the six-figure
charge would be payable
when an employer files a
cap-subject H-1B petition
and would come on top of
other applicable fees or
payments. It would also
cover petitions filed for
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workers qualifying for
the advanced-degree ex-
emption.

Crucially, employers
do not have to pay the
$103,265 charge yet.
The measure is a pro-
posed rule, rather than
a final regulation, and
is subject to a 30-day
public-comment period
before DHS can move
towards finalisation.

The Current

Ajit Doval Meets
Chinese Vice
President Han
Zheng: Border
Dispute Tops
Beijing, Aug 25

National  Security
Adviser Ajit Doval, who
is currently on a visit to
China, met Chinese Vice
President Han Zheng on
Tuesday and held discus-
sions on the India-China
border dispute and ways
to maintain peace along
the frontier.

Doval arrived in China
on Monday at the invita-
tion of Chinese Foreign
Minister and Communist
Party of China Central
Committee member
Wang Yi. The 25th meet-
ing of the India-China
Special Representatives is
scheduled to begin from
Tuesday, with border-re-
lated issues expected to be
a key focus.
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STATEWATCH | Where Telangana Moves

Politics, governance, districts, develop-

ment, welfare and issues shaping the

Harish Rao sets September 7 deadline for withdrawal
of GO 97 affecting polytechnic students

Munsif Bureau
Hyderabad, Aug.25 (NSS):

Hyderabad: BRS
Legislature Party dep-
uty leader T Harish
Rao strongly opposed
the proposed merger of
government polytechnic
colleges with the Young
India Skill University,
saying it would jeop-
ardise the future of
students and facilitate
privatisation of valuable
institutional assets. He
vowed to raise the issue
in the Assembly and lead

a massive protest with
polytechnic students if
the government failed to
withdraw the controver-
sial GO 97 by September
7.Shopping For Authentic
South Asian Apparel

He made the remarks
after extending support
to students protesting
against GO 97 at the
Government Polytechnic
College in Masab
Tank here on Tuesday.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Harish Rao stated
that the government was
seeking to hand over 59
of the State’s 113 poly-

technic colleges to the
Skill University, which
was established under a
public-private partnership
model. He questioned
the fate of students once
the government’s initial
support ended and asked
whether fees and fee re-
imbursement would re-
main affordable. He said
the issue was not confined
to one institution but con-
cerned nearly one lakh
students across the State.
Exploring Guided Local
City Tours.

The former Minister
stated that the Congress

government was eyeing
the land and buildings
of polytechnic colleges,
which he claimed were
worth thousands of
crores, to raise loans by
mortgaging or auction-
ing them. He opposed any
move to take the institu-
tions out of government
control and demanded
immediate withdrawal of
the GO.

Harish Rao reminded
that polytechnic edu-
cation offered students
opportunities for lateral
entry into engineering
courses and the proposed

Jagan asks YSRCP cadres to fight for
every seat in local polls

Munsif Bureau
Hyderabad, Aug.25 (NSS):

Amaravati: Asserting
that there is a strong
anti-incumbency factor
in Andhra Pradesh, for-
mer Chief Minister and
YSRCP president YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy on
Tuesday called upon the

party cadres to fight for
every inch of ground in
the ensuing local body
elections.

Addressing the par-
ty leaders and cadres at
the party’s central office
at Tadepalli, he claimed
that the anti-incumbency
factor has a strong cur-
rent against the coalition
government.

YS Jagan Mohan

Reddy said that if the
anger of all sections of
people against the coali-
tion translates into votes,
YSRCP will have a reso-
lute win.

He said all the ne-
farious malpractices of
Chandrababu should be
fought tooth and nail.

“Though it is clear that
in the two years, the co-
alition has failed on all

fronts, we will win hands
down if the elections are
held in a free and fair
manner, and we should
ensure there is a contest
for every seat, giving no
scope for manipulation of
any sort by TDP,” a party
release quoted YS Jagan
as saying. He told the par-
ty leaders that their en-
durance in these elections
will pave the way for a

merger could deprive
students of them. He also
questioned why students
currently paying around
Rs 15,000 for polytech-
nic education should be
pushed towards expen-
sive private education.
Citing incidents in
Mahabubabad and
Suryapet, the BRS lead-
er termed the police ex-
cesses against protesting
students, including the
grabbing of a student by
the throat, as atrocious.
He said the government
should not undermine
the ability of Gen-Z stu-

Warangal police arrest
inter-State ganja smuggler, seize

ganja worth Rs 1.25 crore

Munsif Bureau
Hanamkonda:, Aug.25

Warangal commis-
sionerate police have ar-
rested an inter-State ganja
smuggler and seized 251
kg of ganja from him.

Speaking to the me-
dia here on Tuesday,
Commissioner of Police
N Swetha informed
that, under the supervi-
sion of East Zone DCP
Ankit Kumar, Damera
police took the accused,
Mudigonda Nageshwar
Rao of Pulukurthy wvil-

OU ranks 4th in India
Today rankings

Munsif Bureau
Hyderabad, Aug.25

Hyderabad:
Osmania University
(OU) achieved 4th
rank among the top
general government
universities in India

in the India Today

ranking and 13th rank

in the Outlook-ICARE

Rankings 2026: Top 75

State Public Universities.
In addition, Osmania

University College of

Engineering bagged the
18th rank in the Outlook-
ICARE Rankings 2026:
Top 25 Government
Engineering Institutes.

lage in Damera mandal
of Hanamkonda district,
into custody. Preliminary
investigations revealed
that the accused used his
network to purchase gan-
ja from suppliers Ramesh
and Sudhakar in Odisha.
He then sold it to buyers
Urdu, Ramdas Shesharao
Biradar, Akleem,
Shahrukh Khan, Shaik
Akbar and Nunavath
Raju across Telangana,
Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh.
Acting on information

provided by Nageshwar
Rao, the police seized
ganja worth around Rs
1.25 crore from his res-
idence. Special teams
have been formed to ap-
prehend the other accused
from various States who
had purchased ganja from
Nageshwar Rao, the CP
said.

The Telangana police
department has been tak-
ing a very strict stance
against both the traffick-
ing and consumption of
narcotics.

Former HC judge takes oath
as Andhra Pradesh Lokayukta

Munsif Bureau
Vijayawada:, Aug.25

Tallapragada
Mallikarjuna Rao, for-
mer Judge of the Andhra
Pradesh High Court, was
sworn in as the Lokayukta
of Andhra Pradesh on
Tuesday. Governor S
Abdul Nazeer administered
the oath of office at a cere-
mony held at Lok Bhavan.

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu;

Minister for Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises,
Kondapalli Srinivas and
others participated.

Last week, the Governor
appointed Mallikarjuna
Rao as Lokayukta for
the State, in exercise of
the powers conferred by
Section 3(1) of the AP
Lokayukta Act, 1983,
as amended by the AP
Lokayukta (Amendment)
Act of 2024.

Six fake doctors held in
Hyderabad raids

Munsif Bureau
Hyderabad, Aug.25 (NSS):

The Task Force (Jubilee
Hills), along with local
police, nabbed six per-
sons for allegedly posing
as qualified doctors and
practising medicine ille-
gally during raids at five
locations on Monday.

The suspects were iden-
tified as D Rama Shekar
Reddy (43), R Sudhakar
(38), M Bharathi (44),
K Mahesh Rao (43), P
Bala Narasimha (52) and
Mohd Abdul Vali (54)

Police said the suspects
were operating unreg-
istered clinics or using

pharmacies to provide
medical treatment with-
out valid qualifications.

Government plans to acquire 40,000 acres for
irrigation projects over next three years

Munsif Bureau

Hyderabad:, Aug.25 (NSS):

The Congress govern-
ment is planning to acquire
nearly 40,000 acres over
three years for various ir-
rigation projects, with an
estimated outlay of Rs
6,150 crore. More than
Rs 1,000 crore was stated
to be at various stages in
land-acquisition offices and
district accounts, awaiting
disbursement.Exploring
Guided Local City Tours

During a review meet-
ing on irrigation projects
here on Tuesday. Irrigation

Minister N Uttam Kumar
Reddy directed the
Collectors and Chief
Engineers to complete
pending works on a war
footing, with the govern-
ment targeting substantial
completion within a cou-
ple of months. He stressed
that funds released for ac-
quisition should reach the
oustees rather than remain
parked in district or other
government accounts. He
said the government was
prepared to provide funds
immediately for land ac-
quisition, R&R and for-
est-related requirements

once the necessary pro-
cedures were completed.
The Collectors were asked
to review land-acquisition
progress daily and coor-
dinate with revenue and
irrigation officials to re-
solve bottlenecks. Uttam
Kumar Reddy also asked
the officials to examine the
scheme component-wise,
with land acquisition, reha-
bilitation and resettlement
(R&R) and forest-related
clearances identified as key
areas requiring immediate
attention.

The State government
has set a one-year tar-

— I

get for completion of the
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Doctors urge caution as viral
fever, flu cases rise in Telangana

Munsif Bureau
Hyderabad, Aug.25 (NSS):

Senior doctors and public
health experts have urged
the general public, espe-
cially vulnerable groups in-
cluding children, pregnant
women, the elderly and
those with co-morbid con-
ditions, in Hyderabad and
elsewhere in Telangana
not to dismiss typical viral
fever symptoms as a mere
inconvenience and, in the
process, delay seeking
medical attention.City &
Local Guides

With cases of influenza,
Severe Acute Respiratory
Infections (SARI),
Influenza-Like Illness (ILI)
and HINI clearly on the
rise in all the neighbour-
ing states of Telangana,
including Maharashtra,
Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh, it is inevitable

that such ailments will
take a similar trajectory in
Telangana as well. Based
on ground reports, the
present circulating strain of
HINT1 is proving to be far
more severe. Doctors are
reporting alarming clini-
cal presentations such as
extremely high-grade fe-
vers unresponsive to anti-
pyretics, severe week-long
coughs and complications
such as febrile delirium,
a severe neurological re-
action to high fever that
causes confusion, disorien-
tation or hallucinations, as
well as seizures in children,
alongside critical drops in
blood oxygen saturation
levels, plummeting as low
as 75. Doctors have urged
patients to seek immediate
medical attention if they
experience breathlessness,
chest pain, low oxygen lev-

els, persistent or vx;orseﬁing
fever, confusion, severe
weakness or dehydration.
“Unlike states like
Karnataka, Maharashtra
etc, at present none of the
government hospitals in
Telangana offer instant
tests for HIN1, normal in-
fluenza or SARI/ILI cases
to patients. That’s why we

urge individuals with typi-
cal symptoms not to wait
for tests but get checked
by a qualified doctor first,”
doctors said. On its part,
the Directorate of Public
Health (DPH), Telangana,
has issued a generic advi-
sory to guard against air-
borne infections, including
viral fevers and influenza.

Hyderabad traffic diversions on Wednesday
for Milad-un-Nabi procession

Munsif Bureau
Hyderabad:, Aug.25 (NSS):

The Hyderabad traffic
police issued a traffic ad-
visory informing commut-
ers about diversions to be
enforced across the city on
Wednesday in view of the
Milad-un-Nabi peace pro-
cession. The restrictions

will be in force from 10
am to 11 pm. Traffic will
be stopped or diverted as
required at several key
junctions along the proces-
sion routes. These include
Falaknuma, Engine Bowli,
Nagulchinta X Road,
Himmatpura Junction,
Haribowli, Charminar,

Gulzar Houz, Pattarghatti,
Madina Junction, Nayapul,
Darulshifa, Purani Haveli,
Mir Alam Mandi, Etebar
Chowk, Alijah Kotla,
Bibi Bazar, Volta Hotel,
Afzalgunj T Junction,
MJ Market Junction,
Nampally T Junction and
Haj House, among others.

The traffic police ad-
vised commuters to avoid
the affected routes and
junctions between 10 am
and 11 pm and use alter-
native routes to reach their
destinations.

Commuters requiring
emergency assistance or
travel-related information

Five of family found dead at Andhra’s
Srisailam, police suspect suicide

Munsif Bureau
Srisailam:, Aug.25 (NSS):

Five members of a fam-
ily were found dead in a
lodging facility here on
Tuesday, with police sus-
pecting that they may have
died by suicide amid health
and financial difficulties,
an official said.

According to po-
lice, on July 28, Pallapu
Sudhakar (36), a resident
of Battalapalli village in
Sri Sathya Sai district,
came to Srisailam along
with his three sisters and
his 15-year-old nephew.
The five had travelled to

Srisailam in Sudhakar’s
autorickshaw and took
a room on rent at Vadde
Satram.

“Five members of a
family were found dead
in a room at Vadde Satram
here on Tuesday, and pre-
liminary inquiries suggest
that health problems and
financial hardships may
have driven them to take
the extreme step,” a police
official said.

On Tuesday, when the
lodge staff noticed that the
door of the room remained
closed and detected a foul
smell coming from inside,

they opened the window
and found all five persons
hanging. The staff imme-
diately informed the police
about the incident.

During the probe, po-
lice learnt that Sudhakar,
his two elder sisters and
a younger sibling, besides
his nephew, were all re-
portedly suffering from
health problems. Further,
Sudhakar’s elder sisters
had separated from their
husbands. The family’s fi-
nancial condition also was
not good.

According to the offi-
cial, Sudhakar had been

Anjaiah Nagar collapse: CMC
demolishes 17 unauthorised buildings

Munsif Bureau
Hyderabad, Aug.25 (NSS):

Following the death of
two workers when an il-
legally built 7-storeyed
structure collapsed at
Anjaiah Nagar on Sunday,
the Cyberabad Municipal
Corporation (CMC) has
intensified enforcement
against unauthorised un-
der-construction buildings
across the corporation lim-
its.Exploring Guided Local
City Tours Following the
directions of the CMC
Commissioner, G Srijana,
the enforcement drive on

Tuesday demolished 17
unauthorised constructions
that included seven build-
ings in Serilingampally
zone, two buildings in
Kukatpally zone and eight
in Quthbullapur zone. In
addition to the demolitions,
11 notices were served to
unauthorised construc-
tions identified during
the enforcement process.
Further, 54 unauthorised
constructions were identi-
fied through multiple sourc-
es, including MyCURE,
Prajavani petitions and
field-level identification by

officers.Booking Historical
Guided Tours The identi-
fication and enforcement
process is being carried
out on a continuous basis
to ensure that unauthorised
constructions are detected
at the earliest stage and
necessary action is taken
promptly, a press release
said. The Commissioner
has directed the Town
Planning and enforcement
teams to maintain daily
field-level monitoring,
strengthen identification of
unauthorised constructions
and ensure timely enforce-

Veligonda
project to be
inaugurated

Munsif Bureau
Amaravati:, Aug.25 (NSS):

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Tuesday said the
Veligonda project, con-
ceived three decades ago to
transform the drought-hit
erstwhile Prakasam dis-
trict, would be inaugurated
on August 31. Naidu said
the long-standing resolve
to bring Krishna River
water to the drought-prone
region had finally been
realised. “The Veligonda
project, conceived three
decades ago to transform
the drought-hit erstwhile
Prakasam district, will be
inaugurated on August 31,”
Naidu said in a post on X.
He said that after overcom-
ing numerous obstacles and
challenges, the government
was completing Phase-1
of the project through a
determined effort to bring
Krishna River water to the
drought-hit region. Naidu
said he had laid the foun-
dation stone for the project
on March 5, 1996, when he
was the CM of undivided
Andhra Pradesh, and would
inaugurate it himself three
decades later. He said 10.7
TMC of water would be re-
leased into Nallamala Sagar
and that Markapur district
would host the historic
event on August 31.
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Behind the Clinic Doors; Years
of Alleged Unauthorlsed

Munsif Bureau
Hyderabad, August 25

The six were iden-
tified by police as
Nilagiri Prasad, 40; Adan
Samdani, 23; M. Srinivas,
51; Peddapatla Sadanand,
52; Chintaluri Ramesh,
45; and Shivaratri
Lingaiah, 57.

They were allegedly
operating from clinics in
Chilkalguda, Nallagutta-
Ranigunj, Lower Tank
Bund and Manikeshwar
Nagar in the Osmania
University area.

The scale and nature of
the seizures have placed
the focus not merely on
alleged misrepresentation
of credentials but on the
potential patient-safety
consequences of treat-

ment delivered outside
recognised professional
standards.

Police reported recov-
ering 277 injections and
933 tablets, along with
70 syringes, 57 bottles
of syrup, 16 ointments,
five stethoscopes, five
blood-pressure machines,
four thermometers, five
pulse oximeters, nine
prescription pads and five
rubber stamps. Twelve
bottles of glucose — four
of 500 ml and eight of
100 ml — were also listed
among the seizures.

Investigators said the
material additionally in-
cluded a purported fake
Indian Medical Council
MBBS certificate, doc-
uments relating to a

Bachelor of Homeopathic
and Surgery qualification,
and homemade prepara-
tions allegedly used to
treat skin disease.

Police allegations in-
dicate that some of the
establishments had op-
erated for considerable
periods before the latest
intervention.

Nilagiri Prasad, accord-
ing to the Task Force,
had studied BHMS and
previously worked as a
compounder for about a
decade in hospitals in the
Eluru region.

Police allege that he
subsequently operated the
Family Clinic near Badi
Masjid in Chilkalguda
for approximately eight
years, presenting himself
as an MBBS-qualified
general and children’s
specialist.

A stamp bearing the
description “Dr. Prasad N
MBBS (AM) General and
Children Specialist” and
a purported fake MBBS
certificate were among
the material police said
they recovered from the
establishment.

SCAN TO WATCH ON
YouTube

The distinction between
possessing a qualification
in one system of medicine
and being legally entitled
to practise another is sig-
nificant. Telangana High
Court jurisprudence has
addressed the regula-
tory boundary between
practitioners registered
under Indian systems of
medicine and modern
medicine, observing that
registration in one system
does not by itself confer
a right to practise modern
scientific medicine.

The Telangana State
Medical Council has
separately warned about
public-health risks from
unqualified practitioners
engaging in modern
medicine and prescrib-
ing scheduled drugs. Its
anti-quackery frame-
work cites provisions of
the Telangana Medical
Practitioners Registration
Act, 1968, as amended,
as well as provisions of

Old City in a
Festive Glow:
Hyderabad
Lights Up for
Milad-un-Nabi

- Decorative lighting has transformed
roads, lanes and neighbourhood
centres across parts of Hyderabad's

Old City.

- Religious gatherings and community
programmes are being organised
alongside the Milad celebrations.

- Blood donation, food distribution and
other welfare activities are planned at
different locations in the city.

Press Note
Hyderabad, August 25

Expanding India-Us Trade Relations Is
Our Goal: Us Ambassador Sergio Gor

Press Note
Hyderabad, August 25

US Ambassador to
India Sergio Gor host-
ed a high-level business
roundtable at the Taj
Falaknuma Palace in
Hyderabad aimed at ad-
vancing trade and indus-
trial ties between India
and the United States.

Ambassador Gor and
US Consul General Laura
Williams met leading fig-
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us Ambassador Sergio Gor addresses business
leaders at a high-level India-US trade roundtable at Taj
Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad.

ures from Indian industry
on the night of August
24 to discuss ways to ac-
celerate bilateral trade,
secure high-technology
supply chains and further
expand India-US com-
mercial relations.

The dinner, held to
commemorate the 250th
anniversary of American
independence, brought
together C-suite execu-
tives from the defence
manufacturing, semicon-

ductor, pharmaceutical
and technology sectors.
The discussions focused
on translating the strate-
gic bilateral relationship
into tangible business in-
vestment across southern
India.

Highlighting the mo-
mentum in bilateral ties,
Ambassador Gor said:
“The United States and
India have long been stra-
tegic partners. Gatherings
such as this demonstrate
how far the US-India
partnership has evolved
beyond strategic align-
ment.

Today, it represents a
tangible framework of
cooperation spanning
defence, technology, life
sciences and space. It
rests on the foundation
of enduring commercial
partnerships between our
two countries — partner-
ships that many of you

in this room have helped
build, deal by deal.”

The event underscored
the commitment of both
countries to expanding
market access, deepening
defence-industrial coop-
eration and ensuring that
the US-India economic
partnership delivers tan-
gible outcomes

Ambassador Gor en-
couraged business lead-
ers from Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha to leverage pol-
icy frameworks such as
the TRUST Initiative,
Pax Silica, the US-India
COMPACT and the US-
India Strategic Mineral
Recovery Initiative to
translate bilateral coop-
eration into direct in-
vestment, supply-chain
partnerships, expanded
market access and stron-
ger business-to-business
engagement.

Hyderabad’s Old City
has taken on a festive
glow ahead of Milad-
un-Nabi on Wednesday,
August 26, with colour-
ful illuminations appear-
ing across Yakutpura
and adjoining neigh-
bourhoods as residents
and local organisers
complete preparations
for religious and com-
munity programmes.

Major roads, lanes,
intersections and areas
around places of wor-
ship have been decorat-
ed with electric lights,
adding to the celebratory
atmosphere. The prepa-
rations extend beyond
private and commu-
nity initiatives: recent
GHMC tender notices
also provide for tempo-
rary lighting at mosques
and various locations in
the Yakutpura constitu-
ency for the occasion.

Milad-un-Nabi com-
memorates the birth of
Prophet Muhammad
and is being observed in
Hyderabad this year on
August 26. Alongside

prayers and religious
gatherings, organisers
across the city have
planned social-welfare
initiatives, including
blood donation and food
distribution programmes
and the distribution of
fruits among hospital
patients.

Yakutpura is among
the areas where civic
arrangements are also
being made. GHMC-
related tender records
show provisions for
temporary illumination
and amenities at sev-
eral locations, includ-
ing Yakutpura Railway
Station, Bada Bazar X
Road and other neigh-
bourhood points.

With celebrations
drawing closer, organ-
isers and residents are
coordinating local ar-
rangements with an em-
phasis on a peaceful and
respectful observance.
The occasion tradition-
ally places the teachings
of peace, compassion,
brotherhood and service
to humanity at the cen-
tre of community pro-
grammes.
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BURFI GHAR Licence
Suspended as TG Safe
Seizes 15 Tonnes of Food

15 enforcement teams inspected 32 sweet and
savoury businesses across Hyderabad's CURE
region, uncovering alleged hygiene, storage,
labelling and pest-control violations.

Hyderabad, Aug 25

Telangana’s newly con-
stituted food-and-drug
regulator has intensified
its enforcement drive in
Hyderabad, with 15 teams
inspecting 32 sweet and
savoury establishments
and seizing around 15
tonnes  of
food articles
valued at 330
lakh.

The licence
of Burfi Ghar
in Bachupally
was suspend-
ed, and the
establishment
was directed

SCAN TO WATCH ON
YouTube

tions, including poor
hygiene, expired food ar-
ticles, improper handling
and storage, fungal in-
festation on spoiled veg-
etables, pest and rodent
presence, and breaches of
food-safety labelling and
packaging regulations.
Inspectors
also flagged
products car-
rying alleged-
ly misleading
claims or ad-
vertisements.

The teams
collected
35 samples
where adul-

to discontin-
ue operations immedi-
ately.

The inspections
were conducted by the
Enforcement Wing of
the Telangana Standards
Authority for Food and
Essential Drugs (TG
SAFE), comprising
Food Safety Officers and
police personnel, fol-
lowing directions from
Commissioner Avinash
Mohanty.

Officials reported a
range of alleged viola-

teration was
suspected. These will
require laboratory ex-
amination to determine
whether the products fail
prescribed safety or qual-
ity standards; suspicion
recorded during inspec-
tion should not itself be
treated as proof of adul-
teration.

Apart from the ac-
tion against Burfi Ghar,
authorities issued im-
provement notices to 12
establishments and show-
cause notices to four.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

94 More Structures
Face CMC Scrutiny

Officials issued 11 notices
and identified another 54
unauthorised constructions.

The civic body also
served notices on 11 un-
authorised constructions
and identified another
54 structures through
complaints received on
MyCURE and Prajavani
as well as field inspec-
tions by municipal offi-
cials.

The action has ac-
quired greater urgency
following Sunday’s col-
lapse at Anjaiah Nagar,
where two workers were
killed. The incident has
renewed scrutiny of how
unauthorised multi-storey
structures are detected
and acted against while
construction is still un-
derway.

CMC officials said the
identification-and-en-
forcement exercise would
continue across all three
zones, with an emphasis
on detecting violations
early and taking prompt
action. Under the latest
enforcement directions,

buildings on plots mea-
suring less than 75 square
yards that exceed seven
metres in height face ac-
tion.

The latest demolitions
form part of a much larg-
er compliance challenge.
CMC records reported
by the press show that
hundreds of unautho-
rised constructions have
been identified across
Kukatpally, Quthbullapur
and Serilingampally over
the past year, indicating
that sustained enforce-
ment rather than one-off
demolition drives will be
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No shortage of
sugar, says Punjab
CM Bhagwant Mann

Munsif Bureau
Chandigarh, Aug 25

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann on
Tuesday said that there is
no shortage of sugar in the
state and the government
is keeping a regular vigil
on its stock, sale and sup-
ply to safeguard the inter-
ests of the common man.

He directed the officers
to ensure adequate avail-
ability of the essential
commodity and take firm
action against any attempt
to create artificial scarci-
ty or indulge in hoarding.
Chairing a meeting with
senior officers.

Patna student protest turns tense as police use
water cannons; GRPF personnel deployed

Munsif Bureau
Patna, Aug 25 (IANS)

Chaos broke out on
the streets of Patna on
Tuesday as student organ-
isations staged protests
over recruitment-related
demands.

The administration de-
ployed extensive security
arrangements across the
Bihar’s state capital, with
barricades erected at sev-
eral strategic locations to
prevent protesters from
reaching Lok Bhawan and
other sensitive areas.

The situation became
tense at Dak bungalow

Crossing after protest-
ing students breached
police  barricades.
Police subsequently used
mild force to control the
situation and deployed
water cannons to disperse
the protesting mob.

Amid the water being
sprayed, some students
were seen using shampoo
while standing under the
water jets.

During the confron-
tation, one student re-
portedly suffered a head
injury, while a female
student was also reported
to have fainted.

Police detained several

protesters who crossed
the barricades and at-
tempted to advance to-
wards the Lok Bhavan.

The detained students
were taken to Kotwali
police station.

Heated exchanges were
also reported between
police personnel and pro-
testers at the site.

A similar confronta-
tion took place near JP
Golambar, where stu-
dents repeatedly attempt-
ed to move forward while
police personnel tried to
stop them.

Security arrange-
ments have been further

strengthened in the area.
Near the New Secretariat,
around a dozen sand-load-
ed tractors were report-
edly positioned on both
sides of Bailey Road
to block the protesters’
route.

A large contingent of
police personnel was
deployed across the area
amid the heightened ten-
sion. A bunker vehicle,
also known as a land-
mine-protected vehicle,
was also deployed at Dak
bungalow Crossing.

Such vehicles are gen-
erally associated with se-
curity operations in areas

affected by Left-Wing
Extremism.

Additional forces were
deployed at the crossing,
while CRPF personnel
wearing body protectors
also arrived at the site
as authorities stepped
up security measures to
contain the protest and
prevent demonstrators
from advancing towards
sensitive government lo-
cations.

The movement is be-
ing led by student leader
Aman Kumar and has
received the support of
more than 15 student or-
ganisations.

CBI cracks two bank fraud
cases, apprehends two
accused on the run for years

Munsif Bureau
New Delhi, Aug 25

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on
Tuesday apprehended two
proclaimed offenders in
two separate bank fraud
cases and apprehended
them after years of chase,
the agency said in a state-
ment. The two accused,
namely Jitendra Kumar
and Pooja Pahwa were on
the run for seventeen and
four years respectively.

Accused Jitendra Kumar
was involved in an incident
of default of home loan in
year 2002-03 as he secured
loan on the basis of fake
and forged salary certifi-
cates. This apparently re-
sulted in loss of Rs 65.90
Lakh to GIC Housing

Finance Limited. The bank
account was however de-
clared NPA immediately,
after the disbursement of
the loan. The police, act-
ing on complaints, filed
chargesheet against the
accused Jitendra Kumar
and 18 others in 2006. He
however evaded the trial
proceedings and did not
appear before the Court,
since 2009. In 2013, he
was declared a Proclaimed
Offender (PO). The inves-
tigative agency, kept up the
heat and on back of sus-
tained efforts to track down
the fradusters, apprehended
him from Delhi’s Dwarka
Mor on August 25. He will
be produced before the
competent court for further
proceedings as per law.

‘Hijab Compulsory In Islam’: Muslim Clerics Call For
Review Of Allahabad Hc’s Verdict

Munsif Bureau
New Delhi, Aug 25 (IANS)

Muslim clerics on
Tuesday urged the
Allahabad High Court to
reconsider its judgment
on wearing a hijab with
a school uniform, saying
that wearing of the head
covering is “compulsory”
in Islam.

The Allahabad High
Court, in a significant
judgment, clarified that
a student does not have
a right to alter the dress
code prescribed by an
educational institution
according to personal
preferences.

The court dismissed a
petition, filed by a minor
girl studying at a private
school in Uttar Pradesh’s

Prayagraj, seeking direc-
tions to school authorities
to allow a student to wear
a headscarf in addition to
the uniform prescribed by
the institution.

Reacting to the court’s
verdict, All India Muslim
Jamaat President Maulana
Mufti Shahabuddin Razvi
Bareilvi said that school
uniform code and hi-
jab are separate matters
and that it should not be
viewed together.

Speaking to TANS,
Bareilvi noted: “Withing
the boundary of a school,
the rules and regulations
of the institution should
be followed. As far as
wearing hijab is con-
cerned...its use has been
clearly mentioned in
Quran.”

“I would request the
lawyer and the judges to
please refer to the Quran,
Hadith (and other reli-
gious texts), from where
they will get to know
about the Islamic practis-
es,” he added.

Islamic Centre of
India Chairman Maulana
Khalid Rasheed Farangi
Mahli said: “We believe
that the court’s decision
regarding hijab needs to
be reviewed and recon-
sidered.”

Maintaining that the
‘hijab’ is an integral part
of Islam according to the
Quran and Hadith, he add-
ed: “We believe that girls
who want to go to school
wearing a scarf or hijab,
should not be stopped. As
far as the school uniform

is concerned, everyone
must wear the uniform
if they want to study in
that school.” “However,
scarf or hijab should be
allowed along with the
uniform...People of other
faiths also wear certain
things according to their
religion, to which no one
has a problem,” he told
JANS.

AIUDF is B-team of
BJP, claims Assam
Congress leader

Munsif Bureau
New Delhi, Aug 24 (IANS)
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Senior Congress lead-

er, Ripun Bora, has
accused the All India
United Democratic Front
(AIUDF) of working
as the ‘B team’ of the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) in Assam, alleging
that the party’s decision
to name its candidate
early for the Nagaon
Lok Sabha bye-election,
was aimed at splitting
the Opposition vote and
weakening the Congress.

Bora alleged that
AIUDEF’s decision to
announce its candidate
well ahead of the bypoll
was part of a larger strat-
egy allegedly designed
to consolidate minority
votes in favour of the re-
gional party and dent the
Congress’ traditional sup-
port base among minority
voters.

“It is an open secret that
AIUDF is the B team of
BJP in Assam. At the ad-
vice of BJP, the AIUDF
has declared the candi-
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date so early. It is a part
of their strategy just to
consolidate the minority

votes in favour of AIUDF
and break the Congress
support base among the
minority people,” Bora
said while speaking in
Guwahati on Tuesday.

His remarks came
after AIUDF presi-
dent Badruddin Ajmal
announced  former
All Assam Minorities
Students’ Union leader
Rejaul Karim Sarkar as
the party’s candidate for
the Nagaon Lok Sabha
bye-election.

The AIUDF has also
rejected the Congress’ ap-
peal for an alliance for the
bypoll, setting the stage
for a contest in which
Opposition votes could be
divided between the two
parties. The Nagaon seat
fell vacant after the sitting
Congress MP Pradyut
Bordoloi resigned from
Parliament and subse-
quently joined the BJP.

The upcoming
bye-election has, there-
fore, emerged as an im-

Half-day bandh held over Bhojshala issue in
MP’s Dhar; police say situation peaceful

Munsif Bureau
Dhar, Aug 25 (IANS)

A half-day bandh called
by Hindu organisations
over the Bhojshala dis-
pute was observed in
Madhya Pradesh’s Dhar
district on Tuesday, with
most shops in major mar-
kets remaining closed and
heavy police deployment
in place to prevent any
untoward incident.

The Sakal Hindu
Samaj had called the
shutdown till Tuesday
noon, alleging that the
district administration
was not implementing
court directions concern-
ing the arrangements
for Friday prayers near
the disputed complex.
Members of Hindu organ-
isations took out a motor-
cycle rally in the morning
and appealed to traders
to close their establish-

ments. At some places,
members were also seen
asking shopkeepers to
shut their shops.

Schools, colleges, pet-
rol pumps, medical stores
and other establishments
providing essential ser-
vices remained open.

“The situation was
completely peaceful and
under control. Adequate
police forces were de-
ployed across Dhar,
particularly in sensi-
tive areas, to maintain
law and order,” City
Superintendent of Police
Shashank Singh Gurjar
told IANS.

During Tuesday after-
noon, members of Hindu
organisations took out a
protest rally from Lalbagh
to the Collectorate and
submitted a memoran-
dum to Dhar Collector
Rajiv Ranjan Meena.

o

ATS nabs wanted
Punjab firing case
accused

Munsif Bureau
Ahmedabad, Aug 25

The Gujarat Anti-
Terrorist Squad (ATS)
has arrested a man wanted
by Punjab Police in con-
nection with a firing case
in Batala, after tracking
him down to a hotel in
Palanpur, officials said
on Tuesday. The accused,
identified as Sukhpinder
Singh alias Sukhi Singh,
a native of Loh Chap
village in Batala taluka
of Gurdaspur district in
Punjab, was wanted in a
case registered at Sekhwan
Police Station in Batala.
Police registered the case
under Sections 109, 324(4)
and 3(4) of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita.

Kashmiri Pandit Sangarsh Samiti voices concern
over latest ‘threat’ to minority employees

Munsif Bureau
Srinagar, Aug 25

Kashmiri Pandit
Sangarsh Samiti (KPSS)
on Tuesday voiced seri-
ous concern at the ‘lat-
est threats’ by a terrorist
outfit to PM Package em-
ployees working in the
Valley. In a press state-
ment, KPSS President
Sanjay Kumar Tickoo,
said, “Brotherhood be-
gins where fear ends. It
cannot become a ceremo-
nial phrase invoked after
every threat or tragedy
while the underlying vul-
nerability remains unad-
dressed.”

“Nor can the burden

of demonstrating faith
in Kashmir repeatedly
be placed upon the very
community that has al-
ready borne the conse-
quences of violence and
displacement.”

“There is a deeper iro-
ny in the present situa-
tion. For years, the return
of Kashmiri Pandits has
been described as es-
sential to restoring the
pluralistic character of
Kashmir. Yet when they
return, they are expected
to adjust; when they seek
security, they are remind-
ed that the situation is im-
proving; when they raise
questions concerning
their ancestral properties,

they are encouraged to
look towards the future;
and when a threat again
appears carrying personal
details, they are expected
to demonstrate patience,
restraint and faith.”

“At some point, society
must ask itself a very sim-
ple question: How many
times must the victim
prove his commitment to
Kashmir before Kashmir
proves its commitment to
him?”

“The majority com-
munity should not be
collectively held respon-
sible for the crimes of
militants, nor should the
actions of a few be indis-
criminately attributed to
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South Korea, US remain

committed to North Korea

denuclearisation: Seoul

Munsif Bureau
Seoul, Aug 25 (IANS)

South Korea and the
United States remain
committed to the goal of
denuclearisation of the
Korean Peninsula de-
spite the omission of the
term from the readouts
of their top diplomats’
latest phone call, Seoul’s
foreign ministry said
Tuesday.

The ministry made the
comment after its press
release on Monday’s
call between Foreign
Minister Cho Hyun and
US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio referred
to “the resolution of the
North Korean nuclear is-
sue” but did not explicitly
mention denuclearisation.

The US State
Department’s  sepa-
rate readout of the talks
also did not mention
Pyongyang’s nuclear
issue or denuclearisa-

tion. State Department
spokesperson Tommy
Pigott simply said Rubio
noted the need for the
two countries to “remain
in close coordination on
matters that are integral
to the alliance.”

“South Korea and the
US have consistently
maintained the goal of
peace, stability and de-
nuclearisation on the
Korean Peninsula, as
stated in the joint explan-
atory material follow-
ing the South Korea-US

summit in November last

year,” ministry spokes-
person Park Do-sun said
at a regular press briefing,
Yonhap News Agency re-
ported.

Seoul and Washington
have been pursuing their
North Korea policies
“through close coordi-
nation to achieve the
aforementioned goal,
and related discussions
also took place during
this latest phone call
between the foreign
ministers,” he added.

Measles outhreak in Bangladesh
claims five more lives,

Munsif Bureau
Dhaka, Aug 25 (IANS)

At least five more chil-
dren have died from
the measles outbreak in
Bangladesh, raising the
total number of confirmed
and suspected deaths to 943
this year, amid an escalating
health crisis in the country,
local media reported on
Tuesday.

According to the
Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS),
the deaths were reported in
the 24 hours leading up to
Tuesday morning.

The latest five fatali-
ties from the disease were
identified as suspected,
Bangladeshi media outlet
UNB reported. Reports
suggest that while the num-

ber of confirmed deaths
remained at 99, the total
number of suspected deaths
climbed to 844.

The DGHS recorded a
total of 986 new suspected
measles cases during the
24-hour period, bringing
the overall tally of suspect-
ed cases to 151,638.

Additionally, 91 new con-
firmed cases were reported.

15 injured in earthquake in
fghanistan’s Nangarhar

Munsif Bureau
Kabul, Aug 25 (IANS)

At least 15 people were
injured in an earthquake
in Afghanistan’s eastern
Nangarhar province on
Tuesday morning, local
media Tolo News report-
ed. According to the re-
port, the injured, including
women and children, were
taken to the Nangarhar
Regional Hospital for
treatment.

Authorities are assess-
ing the situation and gath-
ering further information
on casualties and damage
caused by the earthquake,
Xinhua News Agency re-
ported. On August 19, an
earthquake of magnitude

5.3 jolted Afghanistan,
according to the US
Geological Survey. The
earthquake was centred
about 35 kilometres south-
west of Afghanistan’s
Jurm district at a depth
of roughly 195.9 kilome-
tres. On June 27, an earth-
quake of magnitude 6.2 hit
Afghanistan, with strong

tremors felt in Delhi,
Jammu and Kashmir
and several other North
Indian states. According
to the National Centre for
Seismology (NCS), the
nodal agency of the Indian
government for monitor-
ing earthquake activity,
the epicentre of the earth-
quake was in Afghanistan,

and its magnitude was
6.2 on the Richter Scale.
It also mentioned that
the earthquake struck at
7:04 p.m. (local time).
“Earthquake of magni-
tude 6.2, June 27, 19:04:51
IST, Lat: 36.442 N, Long:
70.672 E, Depth: 215 Km,
Location: Afghanistan,” it
wrote in a post on social
media platform X.
Earlier in April, at
least eight people were
killed in a 5.9-magnitude
earthquake that struck
northern Afghanistan.
, Mohammad Yousuf
Hammad, a spokesman for
the Afghanistan National
Disaster Management
Authority, said.

Turkey’s Erdogan
constantly
reviving imperial
ambitions:
Israeli politician

Munsif Bureau
Jerusalem, Aug 25

Israel’s recent strikes
in Syria should not be
seen as an opening of an-
other full-blown front as
Jerusalem only wanted to
send a message to Turkey
and Ahmed Al-Sharaa’s
regime in Damascus,
Einat Wilf, an Israeli dip-
lomat and politician, said
on Tuesday.

“We are concerned
about two elements.

The first is that Syria
itself requires a major
leap of faith in the sense
that it is ruled by a person
who has a long history as
a militant jihadi.

US sanctions on ICC President ‘incompatible’
with our position: Japanese PM

Munsif Bureau
Tokyo, Aug 25 (IANS)

Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi
said on Tuesday that the
sanctions imposed by
the US on International
Criminal Court (ICC)
President Tomoko Akane
are “incompatible” with
Japan’s position.

Speaking to reporters
on Tuesday, Takaichi said
that Japan takes the US
sanctions “very seriously”
and has been consistent-
ly backing the ICC. Her
statement comes as the
US imposed sanctions on
Akane, the first Japanese
national to head the ICC,
Kyodo News reported.

On August 19, Takaichi
termed US action “very
unfortunate™ and said that
Japan made efforts until
the last minute “to per-
suade the US” not to im-
pose sanctions on Akane.
She stated that Japan, as
the largest contributor to
the ICC, has the respon-
sibility to defend the in-
stitution and will keep
tracking the situation
while making necessary
efforts at the appropriate
time.

Last week, the US
imposed sanctions on
Tomoko Akane and
a senior trial lawyer
Abdoulaye Seye, widen-
ing the Trump administra-
tion’s campaign against

the ICC and threatening
further measures to curb
its operations.

US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said Akane
and Seye had been desig-
nated under an executive
order authorising sanc-
tions against the court.

Rubio accused the two
officials of direct involve-
ment in ICC action against
officials from countries
that do not recognise the
court’s jurisdiction.

“These individuals have
directly engaged in efforts
by the ICC to investigate,
arrest, detain, or prosecute
officials whose govern-
ment has not consent-
ed to ICC jurisdiction,”
he said in a statement.

Qatar says contacts ongoing
to revive US-Iran talks

Munsif Bureau
Doha, Aug 25 (IANS)

Qatar said Tuesday that
contacts with the United
States and Iran are con-
tinuing in an effort to bring
the two sides back to ne-
gotiations. “Our officials
are on the phone on a daily
basis trying to workshop
ideas, workshop ways of
getting back to the nego-
tiations,” Qatari Foreign
Ministry spokesperson
Majed Al Ansari said at a
weekly media briefing. On
the Strait of Hormuz, Al
Ansari urged dialogue and
diplomacy, saying the pri-
ority is “to go back to the
freedom of navigation and
to the opening of the Strait
of Hormuz the way it was

before the war.” Regarding
the latest US economic
sanctions against Iran, Al
Ansari called them uni-
lateral and reiterated that
Qatar prioritises a diplo-
matic settlement, Xinhua
News Agency report-
ed. Meanwhile, Foreign
Ministry  spokesman
Esmaeil Baghaei said on
Monday that Iran will not
let the war end based on
conditions set by the “ag-
gressive” parties.

“We have definitely not
been the party to start the
war, but we will not let
the war’s end be based
on the aggressive par-
ties” conditions,” Baghaei
told a weekly press
conference in Tehran.

Surge in China-bound Bangladeshi women

sparks concerns over trafficking

Munsif Bureau
Kinshasa, Aug 24 (IANS)

Dhaka, Aug 25 (IANS)
Bangladesh is witnessing
a disturbing rise in the
movement of women to
China on family-reunion
visas, raising concerns
about their vulnerability
to trafficking.

The surge in China-
bound women, alongside
documented traffick-
ing cases, suggests that
criminal brokers are in-
creasingly exploiting the
migration route, a report
has stated.

The trend also raises
broader questions about
whether Bangladesh’s
regulatory and law-en-
forcement institutions

are keeping pace with
the risks associated with
expanding cross-border
activity amid China’s
growing economic, com-
mercial and strategic foot-
print in the South Asian
nation, according to a
report in Bangladesh’s
newspaper Daily Sun.
“At least 4,226
Bangladeshi women trav-
elled to China on Q1 fam-
ily visas between 2020
and 2025. The number
rose from just 35 in 2022
to 1,016 in 2023, 1,378 in
2024 and 1,721 in 2025.
The figures, presented
at a recent workshop on
human trafficking legisla-
tion, have raised concerns
among law-enforcement

and anti-trafficking or-
ganisations,” it detailed.
The report highlighted
that the cases are espe-
cially troubling because
the women involved
come from economically
disadvantaged families,
including, in some in-
stances, indigenous com-
munities in Bangladesh’s
Chattogram Hill Tracts.
“A Chakma family in
Rangamati alleged that
a young woman was tak-
en to Dhaka and forced
to marry a Chinese na-
tional. A Marma woman
from Khagrachari sim-
ilarly alleged that she
was compelled to marry
a Chinese man. In anoth-
er case, a young woman

from Bagerhat alleged
that she was drugged,
threatened with compro-
mising material and sub-
sequently trafficked to
China, where she said she
suffered abuse,” the report
detailed.

“Such cases reveal how
legitimate marriage and
migration channels can
be manipulated by crimi-
nal intermediaries. Local
brokers may approach
families with promises
of financial security, em-
ployment or a better fu-
ture abroad. Investigators
have documented allega-
tions involving false ad-
dresses, forged documents
and fraudulent marriage
paperwork,” it added.

Six workers abducted from mining site in
Pak’s Balochistan

Munsif Bureau
Tehran, Aug 25 (IANS)

Iran’s currency plunged
to a record low on the open
market, hours before the
US announcement of a new
wave of sanctions aimed at
further isolating Tehran.

The rial fell to 2.02
million on Monday (local
time) against the US dol-
lar as trading opened on
currency markets, while
the official exchange rate
set by Iran’s Central Bank
stood at around 1.5 million
rials per dollar.

The currency, which was
already under pressure be-
fore the joint US-Israeli at-
tacks on February 28, has
continued to hit new lows
as nearly six months of
conflict have placed further
strain on Iran’s economy.

US Treasury Secretary

Scott Bessent on Monday
warned of an “economic
D-Day” for Iran, announc-
ing what he described as
“an economic onslaught
against Iran’s financial
connections around the
globe.”

The new sanctions target
five key sectors -- digital
assets, technology, gold,
aviation and shipping, ac-
cording to the Treasury
Department.

Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian has
said that the United States
must change its tone and
approach toward Iran.

“The US reliance on co-
ercion and bullying will
only complicate executive
processes,” Pezeshkian
said in Tehran on Monday
(local time).

Pezeshkian stressed the
need for the United States

to remain committed to its
obligations toward Iran
“based on the (country’s)
legitimate rights and inter-
national regulations.”

He expressed hope that
the objectives stipulated in
the US-Iran peace memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) would be achieved
“with the continuation
of the will and joint co-
operation.” Meanwhile,
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Baghaei said
on Monday that Iran will
not let the war end based
on conditions set by the
“aggressive” parties.

“We have definitely not
been the party to start the
war, but we will not let
the war’s end be based
on the aggressive par-
ties’ conditions,” Baghaei
told a weekly press
conference in Tehran.

H-1B fee may
push US jobs
overseas: FIIDS

Munsif Bureau
Washington, Aug 25

An Indian-American poli-
cy group has urged the US
government to reconsider a
proposed additional fee of
$103,265 for cap-subject
H-1B petitions, warning
that the measure could hurt
startups, weaken America’s
technological edge and
push high-value jobs
overseas. The Foundation
for India and Indian
Diaspora Studies (FIIDS)
said the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS)
and US Citizenship and
Immigration Services
(USCIS) should adopt
a more proportion-
ate approach that pro-
tects American workers
without restricting ac-
cess to global talent.
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79% Indian
HR Leaders

Expect New
Jobs in July-
Dec 2026

Munsif Desk, Aug 25

India’s hiring outlook
for July-December re-
mains positive, with 97
per cent of HR leaders
expecting recruitment to
continue, while 79 per
cent anticipate the cre-
ation of entirely new jobs,
according to a report by
jobs platform Naukri.

The real estate sec-
tor recorded the highest
optimism, with 86 per
cent of HR leaders ex-
pecting fresh jobs, fol-
lowed by FMCG at 85
per cent and IT and tech-
nology at 83 per cent.
The report also found
that 86 per cent of HR
leaders do not expect sig-
nificant job losses due to
Al, while more than 20
per cent of HR leaders
in IT and BFSI expect
Al to create new roles
over the next six months.

Business development,
marketing and IT are ex-
pected to see the highest
hiring activity, with 45
per cent, 37 per cent and
31 per cent of HR leaders
respectively anticipat-
ing strong recruitment in
these areas.

For entry-level jobs,
BFSI leads the outlook,
with 83 per cent of HR
leaders expecting fresh
hiring for candidates
with up to three years of
experience, followed by
healthcare at 61 per cent
and IT at 60 per cent.
Meanwhile, 58 per cent of
HR leaders expect salary
increments to remain be-
low 10 per cent, while 28
per cent foresee hikes of
10-15 per cent.

IT, manufacturing and
real estate remain the most
optimistic sectors for dou-
ble-digit s alary increases.
Overall, the report points
to a resilient Indian job
market, with companies
expected to create new
roles as businesses ex-
pand and adapt to the
growing use of Al

Nearly Half

Of Employees
Plan To Switch
Jobs As Gen

Z Workforce
Doubles

Nearly half of employ-
ees in India’s professional
services sector are active-
ly looking for new jobs,
while three in four plan
to leave their current or-
ganisation within the next
12 months, according to a
Great Place To Work re-
port.

The study of over 130
organisations and 1.1 lakh
employees found that
Gen Z now accounts for
34 per cent of the work-
force, double the 17 per
cent recorded in 2023.
The younger workforce
is particularly sensitive
to pay, recognition and
promotion opportunities.

The report also found
that 86 per cent of front-
line managers and su-
pervisors are looking
for new jobs, compared
with 53 per cent of indi-
vidual contributors, amid
growing pressure from
projects, clients and team
responsibilities.

Meanwhile, nearly six
in 10 organisations are
using Al in their daily
operations, but only two
in 10 employees said they
had received sufficient in-
formation about the risks

Pakistan Rebuilds Jaish-e-Mohammed's
Bahawalpur Base Destroyed in

Operation Sindoor: Rep

The headquarters of the
United Nations- desig-
nated terrorist organisa-
tion Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) in Bahawalpur,

Pakistan, which was se-
verely damaged in Indian
strikes during Operation
Sindoor last year, has re-
portedly been rebuilt, ac-
cording to media reports
citing intelligence inputs
and satellite imagery.

The Markaz
Subhanallah complex in
Bahawalpur, considered
a key facility of Jaish-e-
Mohammed, was among
the terror infrastructure
targeted by India during
Operation Sindoor in May
2025.

Recent images report-
edly show that significant
reconstruction work has
been carried out at the
facility, including fresh

plaster, new paint and
polished marble.

According to the re-
ports, the central hall of
the complex, which suf-
fered extensive damage
during the Indian strikes,
has been repaired and
refurbished. Craters cre-
ated by the strikes have
reportedly been filled,
while damaged sections
of the structure have been
restored.

The facility now ap-
pears to have been pre-
pared for regular use
by Jaish-e-Mohammed.
Media reports, citing in-
telligence inputs, have
also claimed that the

Pakistani establishment
provided around Rs 25
crore in cash instalments
to Jaish-e-Mohammed
for rebuilding the fa-
cility. Of this amount,
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approximately Rs 1
crore was reportedly al-
located for reconstruc-
tion of the central hall.
Other structures surround-
ing the main complex
have also reportedly un-
dergone major changes.

These include the
Madrasa Al-Sabir, de-
scribed in reports as an
indoctrination centre, as
well as residential quar-
ters allegedly used by JeM
commanders. Structures
damage during Operation
Sindoor have reportedly
been cleared or demol-
ished, with fresh construc-
tion taking place on parts
of the site.

The Bahawalpur com-
plex was one of the
locations targeted by
India during Operation
Sindoor, which was
launched in response

0

rt

to the April 22, 2025
Pahalgam terror attack
in Jammu and Kashmir.
India’s military oper-
ation targeted what it
described as terrorist
infrastructure located in
Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Jammu and
Kashmir. Among the
key targets were Jaish-
e-Mohammed facili-
ties in Bahawalpur and
Lashkar-e-Taiba’s head-
quarters in Muridke.
The coordinated op-
eration involved the
Indian Army, Indian Air
Force and Indian Navy.
According to Indian
government accounts,
the strikes carried out
on May 6 and 7, 2025,
involved 24 missiles hit-
ting nine terror-related
facilities across Pakistan
and Pakistan-occupied

The newly rebuilt Markaz Subhanallah complex in Bahawalpur, Pakistan, reportedly reconstructed after

sustaining extensive damage during India’s Operation Sindoor strikes in May 2025.
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Jammu and Kashmir.
Indian officials said the
operation specifically
targeted verified terror in-
frastructure and claimed
that around 70 terrorists
were killed in the strikes.
Operation Sindoor fol-
lowed the Pahalgam
terror attack of April 22,
2025, in which 26 people
were killed.

According to Indian
authorities, the attack-
ers allegedly questioned
tourists about their reli-
gion and forced some vic-
tims to recite the Islamic
kalima before targeting
them.

The victims included
25 tourists and a local
pony ride operator, who
was killed while attempt-
ing to save tourists during
the attack.

India subsequent-
ly described Operation
Sindoor as a major
military and strategic
response aimed at dis-
mantling terrorist infra-
structure responsible for
planning and supporting
attacks against India.

The reported re-
construction of the
Bahawalpur complex has
now raised fresh ques-
tions over the continued
presence and functioning
of Pakistan-based terror-
ist infrastructure.

The development also
comes despite India’s re-
peated assertions that ter-
ror infrastructure across
the border remains a ma-
jor security concern.

Can Blood Sugar Rise Even Without
Diabetes? Experts Explain the

Blood sugar levels can
rise temporarily even in
people who do not have
diabetes, and a single el-
evated reading does not
necessarily indicate the
presence of the disease,
health experts say.

The extent of the rise,
how long it remains ele-
vated, how frequently it
occurs and whether glu-
cose levels return to nor-
mal are important factors
that need to be considered.
Blood sugar naturally
increases after a meal as
carbohydrates are broken
down into glucose and
absorbed into the blood-
stream.

In response, the pan-
creas releases insulin,
which helps glucose
move from the blood into
muscles and other tissues.
In people without diabe-
tes, this process general-
ly brings blood glucose
levels back towards
normal after some time.
However, different foods
can have very different
effects on blood sugar.
Foods such as white rice,
potatoes, sugary beverag-
es and sweets can cause
glucose levels to rise rap-
idly, while vegetables,
protein, healthy fats and
high-fibre carbohydrates
can slow the rate at which
glucose enters the blood-
stream.

The quantity of
food consumed is also
an important factor.
Stress is another com-
mon reason for a tempo-
rary rise in blood sugar.
During periods of intense
stress, the body releases
hormones such as cortisol
and adrenaline.

These hormones sig-
nal the liver to release
stored glucose into the
bloodstream, which can
result in temporarily el-
evated blood sugar even
in people who have not
previously experienced
glucose-related problems.

A similar response can
occur during illness, fever
or physical injury. Stress
hormones rise during
such conditions, while the
body’s response to insulin
may temporarily become
less effective.

As a result, blood
glucose levels may in-
crease for a short period.
Poor sleep can also affect
blood sugar regulation.
Insufficient sleep may
reduce insulin sensitivity
and interfere with appe-
tite regulation. Therefore,
people who notice high-
er-than-usual blood sug-
ar readings after nights
of inadequate sleep may
find a connection be-
tween their sleep pat-
tern and glucose levels.
Exercise can have differ-
ent effects on blood sugar
depending on its intensity
and duration.

Moderate aerobic ac-

tivity generally helps
muscles use glucose more
efficiently and can lower
blood sugar. However,
during intense or stren-
uous exercise, hormones
such as adrenaline can
stimulate the liver to re-
lease additional glucose,

resulting in a temporary
increase in blood sugar.
This does not mean that
exercise should be avoid-
ed. Regular physical ac-
tivity over the long term
improves insulin sensitiv-
ity and helps the body use
glucose more effectively.

Certain medicines can
also affect blood glucose
levels. Corticosteroids
such as prednisolone are
known to potentially in-
crease blood sugar, while
some other hormonal and
prescription medicines
can also influence glucose
regulation.

Anyone who notic-
es repeated increases in
blood sugar after start-
ing a new medication
should consult a doctor
rather than stopping the
medicine on their own.
Experts also emphasise
that not only what people
eat, but how they com-

bine foods can influence
blood glucose. A break-
fast consisting of sugary
tea, white bread and jam,
for example, contains
rapidly absorbed carbo-
hydrates while providing
relatively little fibre and
protein.

This can lead to a fast-
er rise in glucose. A meal
containing eggs, vege-
tables and whole grains
may slow the absorption
of glucose and result in
a more gradual increase.
There is generally no
need to completely elim-
inate carbohydrates from
the diet.

Instead, paying at-
tention to portion sizes,
choosing high-fibre sourc-
es and combining carbo-
hydrates with protein can
help reduce rapid fluc-
tuations in blood sugar.
An isolated high reading
should not automatically
cause alarm.

Home glucose meters
also have limitations, and
the timing of the test is
important when interpret-
ing the result. Blood sugar
measured shortly after a
meal, for instance, cannot
be interpreted in the same
way as a fasting reading.
However, repeatedly ele-
vated blood sugar should
not be ignored. People
experiencing symptoms
such as excessive thirst,
frequent urination, unex-
plained weight loss, un-
usual fatigue or blurred
vision should seek med-
ical advice.

Depending on the in-
dividual’s condition,
doctors may recommend
tests such as fasting
blood glucose, an oral
glucose tolerance test or

UPI Turns

10, Ministers
Highlight Digital
Payments
Growth

Union Ministers on
Tuesday highlighted the
decade-long journey of
the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI), crediting
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s digital vision for
its rapid adoption across
India and growing pres-
ence in international
markets.

Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal described UPI as a
revolution envisioned by
Prime Minister Modi and
a defining achievement of
Digital India.

He said the phrase
“QR code please?” has
become part of every-
day transactions for
millions of Indians.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said UPI
is now operational in
11 countries, includ-
ing France, Singapore,
the UAE, Greece and
Mauritius.

She said the platform
is taking India’s dig-
ital public infrastruc-
ture to global markets
and making cross-bor-
der payments easier.
According to Sitharaman,
UPI-enabled payment
points have increased
around 260 times since
2018, expanding digital
payment access across
the country.

ONION PRICES RISE:
Beyond Political
Blame, Consumers and
Farmers Need Relief

The sharp rise in onion
prices across India has
once again brought the
country’s fragile agricul-
tural supply chain into
focus.

While the increase has
triggered a political war of
words between the ruling
NDA and the Opposition,
the immediate concern is
much simpler: farmers
are struggling to get ad-
equate produce to mar-
kets, traders are facing
supply disruptions, and
consumers are paying
significantly more for an
essential kitchen staple.
In Maharashtra, one of
the country’s major on-
ion-producing states,
traders and farmers say
the quantity reaching
markets has fallen sharp-
ly.

Firoz Tamboli, an
onion seller in Pimpri-
Chinchwad, said less
than 40 per cent of the
expected stock is reach-
ing markets, pushing
prices to around Rs 40-
50 per kg, compared with
Rs 20-25 per kg last year.
Farmers and sellers have
attributed the shortage to
several factors, including
a gap in the monsoon, de-
lays in the arrival of the
new crop, higher trans-
portation costs and spoil-
age of stored onions.

They have also raised
concerns about alleged
hoarding by middlemen
and urged the government
to ensure that stocks are
released into the market.

The situation highlights
a recurring problem in
India’s food economy.
Onion prices can rise rap-
idly when supplies tight-
en, but the impact is felt
immediately by house-
holds, particularly those
already dealing with
higher costs of essential
commodities.

For consumers, even
a seemingly moderate
increase in the price of
onions can add to the
pressure on monthly
household budgets.

The political debate
over the issue is inevita-

ble, but political rhetoric
alone cannot bring prices
down.

The government must
focus on identifying
where the supply chain is
breaking down and deter-
mine whether shortages
are genuinely caused by
lower production, weath-
er-related disruptions,
storage losses or artificial
restrictions on supply.

At the same time, farm-
ers must not become the
unintended victims of
efforts to control retail
prices. If market inter-
ventions are necessary,
they should ensure that
consumers receive relief
without depriving farm-
ers of fair returns for their
produce.

Better storage facilities,
improved transportation
and timely market inter-
vention can help reduce
the extreme price fluc-
tuations that repeatedly
affect both producers and
consumers.

The Opposition has
argued that the govern-
ment has a responsibility
to prevent essential food
items from becoming un-
affordable, while the rul-
ing NDA has maintained
that the current increase
is likely to be temporary.

Both sides, however,
must recognise that food
inflation is not merely a
political talking point. It
directly affects household
purchasing power and
public confidence.

The immediate priori-
ty should therefore be to
improve market supplies,
investigate allegations of
hoarding and ensure that
available stocks reach
consumers.

A transparent assessment
of production, storage and
market arrivals would also
help prevent speculation
from worsening the situ-
ation.Onion prices have
risen before and will likely
fluctuate again. The larger
challenge is to build a sup-
ply chain resilient enough
to absorb weather shocks,
production gaps and sud-
den changes in demand.

ICMR Clarifies HIN1
Spread Is Seasonal, Says
No New Virus Detected

Amid reports of rising
HINI cases in several
states, the Indian Council
of Medical Research
(ICMR) has clarified
that the virus currently
circulating in the coun-
try is not a new or more
dangerous strain. ICMR
Director General Dr Rajiv
Babhl said the virus is the
same Influenza A (HIN1)
pdm09 strain that caused
the 2009 pandemic and
has since continued to
circulate as a seasonal flu
virus.

He explained that mi-
nor genetic changes in
influenza viruses occur
naturally every season.
Such changes do not nec-
essarily mean that a new
or more dangerous virus
has emerged. Most of the
HINI cases currently be-
ing reported are showing
mild symptoms and re-
covering, he said, while
assuring people that there
is no need for panic.

The ICMR is continu-
ing to closely monitor
the situation through a
nationwide surveillance
network. Samples of re-

spiratory infections are
being tested every week
through 73 sentinel hospi-
tals, with samples collect-
ed from patients suffering
from severe respiratory
problems as well as those
showing flu-like symp-
toms.

In addition, 167 virus
research and diagnos-
tic laboratories are con-
ducting tests for HINI
and other respiratory vi-
ruses, including H3N2,
Influenza B, Covid-19,
HMPYV and adenovirus.

According to the ICMR,
H3N2 currently accounts
for around 2-3 per cent of
reported cases. The health
body has advised elderly
people, children below
five years of age, preg-
nant women and those
with weakened immunity
to take extra precautions,
as influenza can become
severe in these groups and
may lead to complications
such as pneumonia.

ICMR says HINI cases
are seasonal, not a new strain.
Most cases are mild, with
precautions advised for vul-
nerable groups.
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India Eye Victory in Colombo

Rain could disrupt India’s strong position in the second Test as Sri Lanka
resume at 265/8, with Sonal Dinusha unbeaten on 85. India need two wickets
to wrap up the innings, but persistent showers in Colombo may reduce their
chances of securing a decisive result.

e

Rain threatens to disrupt Day 3 of the India-Sri Lanka 2nd Test at Colombo’s SSC Ground, with a 60% chance of scattered
showers expected during the morning and afternoon.

Munsif Desk, Aug 25

Rain is expected to
play a major role on the
fourth day of the second
Test between India and
Sri Lanka in Colombo,
with the forecast pointing
to frequent showers that
could disrupt India’s push
for a decisive result.

The third day had al-
ready been affected by
rain, with play interrupted
twice before the umpires
called stumps early during
the final session. India
had established a strong
position in the match,
but the weather could
now become a significant
obstacle as they look to
complete the remaining
work on the fourth day.
Sri Lanka will resume
their first innings with
Sonal Dinusha unbeaten
on 85 and Lahiru Kumara
on eight, providing the
hosts with some resis-
tance.

Dinusha is now closing
in on his second Test cen-
tury of the series and of
his career, while Kumara
has shown considerable
patience at the crease,
taking 50 balls to reach
his eight runs.

According to
AccuWeather, Colombo
has a 97 per cent chance
of precipitation on
Wednesday, with periods
of rain expected through-
out the day.

The forecast indicates
an 85 per cent chance of
rain at 6 am, while the
probability remains at
75 per cent at 9 am, just
45 minutes before the re-
scheduled start of play.

The weather outlook re-
mains uncertain through
the afternoon. There is
a 49 per cent chance of
rain at 10 am, rising to
75 per cent at 11 am and
remaining at 68 per cent
at noon. The probability

is forecast at 49 per cent
at 1 pm, 56 per cent at 2
pm, 63 per cent at 3 pm,
45 per cent at 4 pm, 53
per cent at 5 pm and 45
per cent at 6 pm.

With 98 overs sched-
uled for the fourth day,
India will be hoping for
sufficient playing time to
press home their advan-
tage. However, frequent
interruptions could make
it difficult for the teams
to complete the full day’s
quota.India are in a com-
manding position after
posting a massive 503/9
declared in their first in-
nings. Sri Lanka, in re-
ply, have been reduced
to 265/8, leaving them
under considerable pres-
sure to avoid conceding a
decisive advantage to the
visitors.

The Indian bowling at-
tack has shared the wick-
ets effectively. Manav
Suthar and Prasidh

Krishna have claimed
three wickets each, while
Mohammed Siraj and
Ravindra Jadeja have
taken one wicket apiece.

Sri Lanka’s hopes of ex-
tending their innings rest
largely on Dinusha, who
has already displayed
strong form in the series.
His unbeaten 85 has kept
the hosts’ innings alive,
but India will be keen
to dismiss him early and
wrap up the innings.

For India, the objective
will be to take the re-
maining two Sri Lankan
wickets as quickly as
possible and then assess
whether enough time re-
mains to push for a result.
However, the forecast
suggests that the weather
could dictate the pace of
the contest more than the
players themselves.

With rain expected at
several intervals from
morning through eve-

Neha Juggles Fitness
Goals, Food Cravings &
‘Bad Decisions’

Bollywood actress
Neha Sharma gave fans a
glimpse into her everyday
struggle between staying
fit and giving in to food
cravings, joking that she
is “mentally somewhere
between gym, snacks, and
bad decisions.”

Neha shared a series
of pictures on Instagram
featuring moments from
her gym sessions, beach
outings and cheat meals,
offering a light-hearted
look at the challenges of
maintaining fitness goals
while enjoying her favou-
rite foods.

Sharing the pictures, the
actress captioned them:
“Mentally somewhere
between gym, snacks,
and bad decisions.” Her
humorous post resonated

with the familiar dilem-
ma of balancing exercise,
healthy habits and occa-
sional indulgence.

Neha, who has worked
in films including Yamla
Pagla Deewana 2, Solo

and Tanhaji, has also
made a mark in the dig-
ital space.

She entered the OTT
world with the 2020 web
series Illegal and later ap-
peared in projects such as
Kriti and Vikalp.

The actress made her
acting debut in 2007
with the Telugu film
Chirutha, directed by
Puri Jagannadh. The film
also marked the acting de-
but of actor Ram Charan
and featured Prakash Raj,
Ashish Vidyarthi and
Sayaji Shinde.

Kriti Breaks Silence
Over Controversial Rakhi
Ad. Says Culture Lies in
the Heart, Not Clothing

Bollywood actress
Kriti Sanon has respond-
ed to the controversy
surrounding her Raksha
Bandhan-themed jewel-
lery advertisement, saying
that a woman’s dignity and
cultural values should not
be judged by her clothing.
The advertisement faced
criticism after BJP MP and
actress Kangana Ranaut
questioned Sanon’s outfit
and the portrayal of the
festival. Some social me-
dia users also objected to
Sanon tying a rakhi to a
pet dog featured in the ad-
vertisement.

Responding through her
Instagram Stories, Sanon
said culture and tradition
are rooted in the heart and

emotions, not in clothing.
She questioned why wom-
en are still told what they
should wear and argued
that the meaning of a fes-
tival should not be reduced
to appearance.

Sanon explained that
Raksha Bandhan represents
love, protection and family
bonds. She said she and her
sister also tie rakhis to each
other, symbolising that
women can support and
protect one another.

The controversy has
sparked a wider debate
over the portrayal of tra-
ditional festivals in adver-
tisements and the focus on
women’s clothing in dis-
cussions about culture and
tradition.

ning, the fourth day
could become a battle
against both Sri Lanka’s
lower-order resistance
and Colombo’s unpre-
dictable weather. If sig-
nificant playing time is
lost, India’s chances of
forcing a result could
be reduced despite their
commanding position.

India-Pakistan Asia Cup
Clash Carries “‘Unmatched
Pressure’, Says

Harmanpreet Kaur

India Women’s Captain Urges Team to Focus on Process
as Rivals Prepare for September 5 Showdown

R‘P

Munsif Desk, Aug 25

India women’s captain
Harmanpreet Kaur has
admitted that matches
against Pakistan bring a
level of pressure unlike
any other contest as the
Indian team prepares for
their much-anticipated
clash in the upcoming
Asia Cup.

India have been placed
alongside arch-rivals
Pakistan in Group A
and will face the Fatima
Sana-led side in their fi-
nal league-stage match on
September 5. India have
dominated Pakistan in
T20Is, winning 14 of their
17 meetings, including
the last four encounters.

Despite that strong re-
cord, Harmanpreet said
the intensity surrounding
an India-Pakistan match
remains unmatched.

“It’s a high-pressure
game and as a player you
need to deal with multiple
things. We keep playing
international cricket, but

the amount of pressure
in an India vs Pakistan
match, that kind of pres-
sure you don’t feel any-
where else,” Kaur told
Sony Sports Network.

The India captain said
the pressure comes not
only from cricket fans
but from the wider public,
with the match attracting
the attention of people
across the country.

She stressed that the
team’s approach would
be to avoid thinking too
far ahead and instead con-
centrate on its routines,
preparation and game plan.
According to Kaur, focus-
ing on the process rather
than putting additional
pressure on themselves to
win will help the players
perform at their best.

India enter the tourna-
ment with strong expecta-
tions after a successful run
in recent years. The team
won the 2025 ODI World
Cup and recently regis-
tered a historic Test victory
over England at Lord’s.

India are also the most
successful team in the
Women’s Asia Cup, hav-
ing won the tournament
seven times — four titles
in the ODI format and
three in T20Is. However,
they missed out on the
previous edition after los-
ing the final to Sri Lanka.

Kaur said the Indian
team is determined to re-
claim the continental title
and believes the squad’s
winning mentality will
be a major advantage.
She added that the players
have developed a culture of
constantly discussing how
to win matches and tour-
naments, which keeps the
team motivated and hungry
for further success.

With the India-Pakistan
clash scheduled for
September 5, the match
is expected to be one of
the biggest attractions of
the Asia Cup, with India
looking to maintain their
dominance while han-
dling the intense pressure
surrounding the rivalry.
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Heartiest greetings to all

MUBARAK HO

MOHAMMED AZHARUDDIN BHATTI VIKRAMARKA REVANTH REDDY
Member of Parliament, Deputy Chief Minister, Chief Minister,
Rajya Sabha Telangana Telangana

May Allah (SWT) shower His countless blessings upon

; the beloved Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and grant us rj{

the happiness of following in his path.
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May He grant us success in this world and the hereafter.
Ameen.

s\. TAHER BIN HAMDAN
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15 DAYS GROUP

—< UMRAH PACKAGE +—

* PACKAGE DETAILS *

“# " Makkah hotel 400Mtrs -
) DEPARTURE th
E /" Madina Hotel 150Mtrs o _ ! 147 Sep 2026
RETURN 28t Sep 2026
2 ) Air ticket Hyd—Jed-Hyd
. Direct Airlines 9 28t Sep 2026
[+ /:! Umrah Visa with Insurance [ RETURN | 12t Oct 2026
_"Emo\‘j, Roundtrip Transportation o 12th Oct 2026
=GRl [_RETURN | ﬁ 26 Oct 2026
"¥0 ) 3 Times Hyderabadi =
'\._“/‘I food (Buffit) o 26" Oct 2026
[ RETURN | 09t Nov 2026

‘g ) Makkah & Madina Ziyarat

" with guide
_ <~ BOOKNOW +»
+ | @ | B | O | & | W
FLIGHTS VISA HOTELS INSURANCE ZIYARAT TRANSPORT

®9640191119 | 9963334448 | 9700203012 | 9550191119

OFFICE : #35, Ground Floor, Twin City Market Complex,
J.N. Road, Abids, Hyderabad, Telangana 500001

On the occasion of

¥ Eid-e-Milad-
g un-Nabi

Mubarak
May this blessed day bring peace

in your hearts, barakah in your homes,

and success in your lives.

Let us follow the path shown
by our beloved Prophet 442
and strive to become better
Muslims and better human beings.

P

Ameen Ya Rabbal Alameen

Best Wishes From:

Syed Ghulam Afzal
Biabani
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PEACE BE UPON YOU
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