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Prime Accused
Arrested in
Sensational
Haribabu Murder
Case in Nizamabad

Statewatch, Page 2

Legal empowerment
to remain in focus at
conference starting
in Goa tomorrow

Nation, Page 4

Yemen's Houthis claim
attack on Riyadh,
heralding escalation

in tensions with Saudi
Arabia

Horizon, Page 5

UCC violates various Articles
of Indian Constitution: Owaisi

AIMIM chief alleges UCC would impose Hindu personal laws on non-Hindus; also
targets UP government over demolitions and vacancies.

Hyderabad, Sept 20

AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi reiterated on Sunday that
the Uniform Civil Code violates
various Articles of the Indian
Constitution.

“You cannot abolish Articles
25, 26, 29 and 14 in the name
of the UCC. What is in the
Constitution of India was draft-
ed by Babasaheb Ambedkar,” he
told IANS in Lucknow.

He alleged that in the name

°
Owaisi says UCC conflicts

with Articles 14, 25, 26 and
29.

Claims Hindu personal laws
cannot be imposed on non-
Hindus.

Questions why Muslims
are not exempted if tribal
communities are excluded.

Criticises UP government
over mosque/graveyard
demolitions and unfilled
vacancies.

of Uniform Civil Code (UCC),
Hindu personal laws were being
imposed on non-Hindus. “In the
name of the UCC, how can you
apply the Hindu Marriage Act,
Hindu Divorce Act and Hindu
Succession Act to non-Hindus?”
asked the Hyderabad MP.

He pointed out that tribals
are being excluded from UCC
because their religion, culture
and family life are different. He
asked why Muslims were not
being exempted from UCC as
their religion, culture and family
life are different.

On the issues of law and or-
der in Uttar Pradesh, Owaisi
slammed the Yogi Adityanath
government for the demolition
of mosques.

“Two days ago, you demol-
ished a graveyard in Kanpur us-
ing a bulldozer at 5 AM. Under
what law did you do this? The
law regarding ‘Waqf by user’
is still in force. You have com-
pletely flouted the due process

of that law. You are demolishing
mosques—what kind of gover-
nance is this?” he asked.

On the issue of unemployment
and the launch of a programme
by the BJP government in Uttar
Pradesh to provide jobs to one
lakh youth before the elec-
tions, he demanded that the BJP
government fill the vacancies.
“First, fill vacancies in the Uttar
Pradesh government and police,
which run into lakhs. Why hav-
en’t they been filled over the last
11 years?” he asked

“The Congress party has capa-
ble people who will answer your
question,” he quipped when
asked to comment on Leader of
Opposition in Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi’s ‘chhatron ki goonj’
programme and the allegations
made by the BJP that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s late
mother was insulted during the
programme.

On BSP chief Mayawati an-
nouncing a new responsibil-

ity for Ishan Anand AIMIM
chief Asaduddin Owaisi says,
“Mayawati is a very prominent
leader of this country. On her
own strength and without any
family support, she formed a
government with a complete
majority and became Chief
Minister several times. It is a
matter concerning her party, and
she will decide.”

“It’s too early to say, but you
will know soon,” he said when
asked if AIMIM will contest on
its own or will have an alliance
with other parties.

IMD forecasts
heavy rains for
few district of
Telangana

Hyderabad, Sept 20

Heavy rain is likely to
occur at isolated plac-
es in a few districts of
Telangana over the next
three days under the im-
pact of a low-pressure
area in the Bay of Bengal,
which is likely to intensi-

Tasmac to mandate digital
paymenfs above Rs 500

fy into a deep depression,

Chennai, Sept 20

the India Meteorological
Department said on
Sunday.

The IMD bulletin said
that heavy rain is like-
ly at isolated places in a
few districts on Sunday,
Monday, and Tuesday.

Thunderstorms accom-
panied by lightning and
gusty winds with speeds
reaching 40 to 50 kmph
are likely to occur at iso-
lated places in a few dis-
tricts of the state on these
three days.

reduce disputes over change.

Tamil Nadu liquor re-
tailer Tasmac is planning
to make digital payments compulsory for purchases
above Rs 500, while cash will continue to be accepted
for smaller transactions.

The move is aimed at reducing cash handling, im-
proving transparency and limiting irregularities at
retail outlets. Tasmac is expected to issue detailed in-
structions before implementation.

Despite computerisation and QR-enabled payment sys-
tems introduced earlier, more than 80 per cent of purchases
are reportedly still made in cash.

With average daily sales of around Rs 150 crore, offi-
cials believe greater use of digital payments will reduce
risks associated with transporting large amounts of cash.

Digital transaction records are also expected to help
detect overcharging above the prescribed retail price and

New Delhi, Sept 20

Former Vice President
Mohammad Hamid Ansari
has drawn criticism after
citing a remark attributed
to former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru about the
perceived danger of “Hindu
right-wing communalism”.

Ansari made the remarks
while speaking at the third
A.G. Noorani Memorial
Lecture in New Delhi on
September 18. Referring to
Noorani’s book The RSS:
A Menace to India, he quot-
ed an observation attributed
to Nehru that “the danger
to India” was Hindu right-
wing communalism rather
than communism.

Ansari also argued that
replacing civic nationalism
with “cultural nationalism”
could create distinctions
among citizens on religious
lines. The comments drew

Row Erupts Over
Hamid Ansari’s ‘Hindu
Communalism’ Remarks

actE -—‘n'«-.!.‘?l-;‘:&\:.é:‘.g

criticism from the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad. VHP
spokesperson Vinod Bansal
accused Ansari of unfairly
targeting the Hindu com-
munity and questioned his
remarks after having held
high constitutional office.
All  India Imam
Organisation chief Imam
Umar Ahmed Ilyasi also
criticised Ansari, saying
Muslims did not support
such rhetoric and warning
that such statements could
disturb communal har-
mony. Both organisations
urged the former Vice
President to reconsider his
remarks and approach.

Air show by the Suryakiran Aerobatic Team (SKAT) of the Indian Air
Force took to the skies of Meerut for the first time to captivating

spectators with a breathtaking display on Sunday.

‘Assam can become Battery of

India’: Jeet Adani announces
40,000 jobs in state

Guwahati, Sept 20

Assam has the poten-
tial to emerge as a major
energy hub for the coun-
try and could become
the “Battery of India” in
the coming years, Adani
Group Director Jeet
Adani said on Sunday.

In his remarks at the
foundation stone lay-
ing ceremony of Adani
Power’s 3,200 MW
thermal power project
in Chapar in the state’s
Dhubri district, Jeet
Adani said Assam’s
transformation over the
past few years has been
remarkable, with the
state emerging as one of

India’s most attractive
investment destinations.

“Over the past 5 years,
I’ve been to Assam 40
times. But standing
here today, right in the
middle of all of you on
this beautiful land, is a
massive honour for me,”
he said.

“I truly believe that
in the coming years,
Assam won’t just gen-
erate energy for its own
needs -- it will become a
major energy hub, pow-
ering the security of the
entire nation. You could
say that Assam has the
potential to become the
‘Battery of India’,” Jeet
Adani added.

SIR Notice Does

Asian Games:
Deepika’'s magic
helps Indian women's
hockey team thrash
Uzbekistan 19-0 in
Pool A opener

Sports, Page 7

Not Mean Yoter

Name Will Be Deleted: ECI

New Delhi, Sept 20

The Election Commission on Sunday
sought to counter claims circulating on
social media over SIR-related notices in
Delhi, clarifying that receiving a notice
does not mean a voter’s name will auto-
matically be deleted from the electoral
roll.

The Delhi Chief Electoral Officer said
system-generated notices are being is-
sued mainly to two categories of elec-
tors whose names are already in the draft
rolls — those who could not be linked
with the electoral roll of the previous in-
tensive revision and those whose linkage
contains “logical discrepancies”.

The poll authorities stressed that no
voter’s name can be deleted without

Poll body says notices are part
of verification process; voters
must be given a hearing before
any name can be removed
from electoral rolls.

giving the elector an opportunity to be
heard and passing a reasoned and ap-
pealable order.

Voters receiving notices can submit
their replies and supporting documents
to the concerned Electoral Registration
Officer (ERO) or Booth Level Officer
(BLO). The Commission also clarified
that its prescribed list of documents is
indicative rather than exhaustive, and
EROs can consider other relevant re-
cords while deciding individual cases.

The clarification came amid reports of
notices being issued to several promi-
nent electors, including political leaders
and senior public figures.

According to the revised Delhi SIR
schedule, claims and objections can be
submitted until September 30, disposal
of notices is to be completed by October
29, and the final electoral roll is sched-
uled for publication on November 4.

Government will not take
‘even an inch’ of Dalits’ land:
Ponguleti Srinivasa

Revenue Minister says notices in Erravalli are part of land-

record verification and not an attempt to seize Dalit-owned

land.

Hyderabad, Sept 20

Telangana Revenue Minister
Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy on Sunday
assured Dalits that the state govern-
ment would not take away “even an
inch” of their land, amid concern over
notices reportedly issued to farmers in
Erravalli village.

The minister said verification of

land records, surveys and resolution
of land disputes should not be viewed
as attempts to seize people’s property.
He maintained that the government’s
objective was to establish clear land
rights and protect legitimate owner-
ship. His clarification followed reports
that revenue authorities had asked
around 120 Dalit farmers in Erravalli
to produce documents relating to their
lands.

The issue gained attention after
Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy an-

nounced an inquiry into former Chief

Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao’s
farmhouse in Erravalli, alleging that
part of the land surrounding it be-
longed to the government.

Bank Strike Alert: SBI Urges

Customers to Plan A

New Delhi, Sept 20

ployees’

representing seven em-
and officers’

Srinivasa Reddy accused some po-
litical interests of creating fear among
Dalits over the verification exercise
and urged people not to believe claims
without checking the facts.

He said the government remained
committed to protecting the land
rights of Dalits and tribal communi-
ties and maintained that all official
action would be carried out lawfully
and transparently.

depending on employee
participation.
Customers have been
advised to use ATMs,
Automated Deposit and

head

State Bank of India
(SBI) has advised cus-
tomers to complete

important banking trans-
actions in advance as
bank unions plan a three-
day nationwide strike
from September 28 to 30.

The United Forum of
Bank Unions (UFBU),

News that Matters. Stores that Thrils.

HIMALAYAN ,
FLOOD TOLL
800

unions, has called the
strike over pending de-
mands, including imple-
mentation of a five-day
banking week.

SBI said it was making
arrangements to main-
tain essential services but
cautioned that branch op-
erations could be affected

Withdrawal Machines,
Customer Service Points
and digital channels such
as YONO, internet bank-
ing, mobile banking and
UPI for routine transac-
tions. Services requiring
branch visits, physical
documents or staff assis-
tance could face delays.
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rime Accused Arrested in Sensational
Haribabu Murder Case in Nizamabad

Nizamabad Bureau
Nizamabad,Sep. 20:

Police have made a
major breakthrough in
the sensational murder of
Haribabu in Nizamabad
city by arresting the prime
accused, A-1 Santosh.

Police Commissioner P.
Sai Chaitanya, IPS, said
a murder case was regis-
tered at the Nizamabad
Two Town Police Station
on September 17 based on
a complaint filed by the
victim’s mother, Chatari
Lakshmi. Special teams
were formed under the
supervision of the Police
Commissioner immedi-
ately after the case was
registered. Using technical

evidence and CCTV foot-
age, police accelerated the
investigation and identified
the accused.

According to police, a
murder case concerning
the death of Haribabu’s
wife, YouTuber Vaishnavi,
had been registered at the
Korutla Police Station on

March 17, 2026. In con-
nection with that case,
Haribabu, his mother
Chatari Lakshmi and his
two brothers were arrested
and sent to Karimnagar Jail.
They were subsequently re-
leased on bail.

Following their release,
Haribabu and his mother

allegedly felt that they were
facing a threat to their lives
from Vaishnavi’s family.
They therefore moved to
Nizamabad and began liv-
ing in Sai Nagar. They were
earning a livelihood by sell-
ing roasted corn near the
RR Junction.

According to the police
investigation, A-1 Santosh
allegedly planned the
murder in advance with
the intention of avenging
Vaishnavi’s death. He re-
portedly travelled from
Korutla to Nizamabad on
September 17 at around 5
p.m. in a white Swift Dzire
car bearing registration
number TS-36A-4843, ac-
companied by his mother

Former Minister Jagadish Reddy
slams Govt over farmers’ woes

NSS
Nalgonda, Sept 20:

Former Minister and
Suryapet MLA Guntakandla
Jagadish Reddy on Sunday
inspected withered crop
fields in Telakanti Gudem
village of Kanagal Mandal
in Nalgonda district.

He interacted with the
farmers to console and re-
assure them before speak-
ing to the media. He also
visited the nearby electrical
substation, examined the
logbook and spoke with the
concerned officials.

Speaking on the occasion,
he said that the Congress
government’s actions re-

garding the farmers were
criminal. “Why are crops
being allowed to wither
when water has arrived
in the Krishna river? The
government understand the
farmers’ reactions regarding
the hardships faced due to
water and power shortages.

The Chief Minister and
ministers must explain why
the crops are withering.
What answer will state min-
ister Uttam Kumar Reddy
who lied about the water
usage give to the farmers?
The claim of a coal shortage
is just as false as the claim
regarding El Niflo.

Those, who dismiss this
as mere politics should go
and speak to the farmers,

whose crops have with-
ered,” he demanded .

He said that the Farmers
themselves say that in the
past, when state minister
Komatireddy was the MLA,
they were unable to cultivate
their crops successfully and
added that it was only af-
ter former CM KCR took
charge that they could culti-
vate their lands and achieve
bumper harvests.

“They are now expressing
anguish that their crops have
been withering again over
the past three years.!How
much longer will they stage
dramas using El Nifio as an
excuse? Back then, KCR
had already made the nec-
essary arrangements to gen-

erate 21,000 megawatts of
power.

During KCR’s tenure,
there was a continuous sup-
ply of quality electricity for
24 hours a day. We delivered
it. All of you who consumed
that electricity are direct
witnesses to this.

Why did you halt power
generation at the Yadadri
and Bhadradri plants? Some
cite a lack of water, others a
lack of coal, as reasons for
cutting off power and water
supplies. You are intimidat-
ing millers and forcing mills
to shut down. Ministers
Komatireddy, Uttam Kumar
Reddy and Bhatti must an-
swer for this,” he said .

(NSS)

Adilabad IT Tower Construction in Final Stages:
2,000 Local Youth Likely to Get Employment

Adilabad Bureau
Adilabad :, Sept.20:

A new chapter of techno-
logical development and em-
ployment opportunities is set
to begin in Adilabad district.

The construction of the
modern IT Tower at Batti
Savargaon near the district
headquarters has entered its
final phase.

The facility will soon be in-
augurated at the hands of the
Minister for IT and Industries,
Duddilla Sridhar Babu.
District Congress Committee
(DCC) President Dr. Naresh
Jadhav inspected the un-
der-construction building and

reviewed the structural works,
interior amenities, and infra-
structure readiness in detail.

He directed the con-
cerned officials to expedite
and complete the remain-
ing work at the earliest.
Speaking to the media, Dr.
Naresh Jadhav stated that the
five-story (G+4) IT Tower has
been equipped with all mod-
ern amenities, with a capaci-
ty to accommodate 2,000 IT
professionals and local youth
at a time.

He emphasized that the
primary objective of estab-
lishing the IT Tower is to
provide employment to edu-

cated youth at their doorstep,
eliminating the need for them
to migrate to metro cities like
Hyderabad and Bengaluru.
Highlighting the progress of
the IT sector in the region,
he revealed that three prom-
inent IT companies have
already submitted applica-
tions for space allotment to
set up their offices, while
several other companies
are showing keen interest
in investing in Adilabad.
The DCC President added
that a meeting with the IT
Minister will be held soon to
finalize the inauguration date.
Immediately after the

Sixth Mega Free Eye Med

NSS
Kadthal, Sept 20 :

The sixth Mega Free Eye
Medical Camp was successfully
concluded in Kadthal with the
aim of ensuring that poor peo-
ple in rural areas do not have
to forgo eye treatment due to
financial difficulties. The camp
was organised with the support
of Ekta Foundation Chairman
and Congress party state leader
and TASK COO Shankireddy
Raghavender Reddy. During
the six-day eye screening pro-
gramme:

More than 5,500 people vis-
ited the camp. 3,591 eye exam-
inations were conducted.

2,422 people were provided

with free spectacles.

154 people successfully un-
derwent free cataract surgeries.

Speaking on the occasion,
Shankireddy Raghavender
Reddy said that good eyesight
is essential to every person’s
life. He noted that, particularly
in poor families, eye-related
problems are often neglected
because of financial difficulties.

He said that the idea of or-
ganising free eye clinics was
conceived with the objective
of helping people facing such
circumstances.

The service programme,
which began in Veldanda, has
now expanded to six free eye

camps across six mandals, cov-
ering Kalwakurthy, Madgul,
Talakondapally and Kadthal,

.

among other areas.
Across these six camps,
more than 19,791 people have

ical Camp Concludes in Kadthal
‘ o Sim btk ivepeigd 1Y I

been examined, over 15,497
people have been provided with
free spectacles.

Ganesh Immersion Festival to Be
Celebrated Peacefully in Nizamabad

Nizamabad Bureau
Nizamabad,: Sept.20:

Nizamabad District Collector
Bhavesh Mishra said that the
Ganesh immersion festival should
be celebrated in a peaceful atmo-
sphere with joy and enthusiasm.

The District Collector, accom-
panied by Police Commissioner
P. Sai Chaitanya and other of-
ficials, inspected the Ganesh
immersion routes today in a
special bus. As the procession
is scheduled to begin from the
Dabba area of the district head-
quarters, the Collector and Police
Commissioner closely inspect-

ed the route up to the Godavari
Bridge in the Yamcha outskirts,
where large Ganesh idols are

immersed. The District Collector
and Police Commissioner also
inspected the Amedha Godavari

Bridge in Nandipet mandal and
Gundla Tank in Armoor. They in-
structed Panchayat Raj and Roads
& Buildings (R&B) officials to re-
pair potholes on a war footing.

They directed officials to remove
tree branches along both sides of
the roads so that the procession
would not face any obstruction
and to raise low-hanging electric-
ity wires. As idols exceeding eight
feet in height cannot be transported
through the Janakampet railway
crossing, the officials suggested us-
ing the Amedha Godavari Bridge in
Nandipet mandal as an alternative
route for the immersion of large
idols.

Resolve Singareni Workers’ Issues
Immediately: MLA Raj Thakur

Munsif News Bureau
Ramagundam,Sept 20:

Ramagundam MLA M.S. Raj
Thakur urged the state govern-
ment to immediately resolve
the pending issues of Singareni
workers and expedite the imple-
mentation of the promises made
by the government.

Speaking in the Assembly,
he thanked Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy for announcing
measures including the imple-
mentation of G.O. 76, providing
house-site pattas to workers, and
constituting a committee to re-
solve the R&R (Rehabilitation
and Resettlement) issue and
provide jobs to eligible persons.
He appealed to the government
to speed up the implementation
of these measures.

Raj Thakur said that around
28,000 workers are residing in
nearly 50,000 Singareni quarters,
while several of the quarters have
become dilapidated.

He demanded that vacant
government land be identified
and 100 square yards of land be
allotted to eligible workers, en-
abling them to construct houses
with the help of HRA and loan

facilities.

He further stated that several
R&B Department road works
in Ramagundam, despite the
tenders having been completed,
have remained pending for the
past year.

He urged the government to
obtain approval from the High
Power Committee and com-
mence the works immediately.

BRS Leader Objects to Action Being Taken
Against Party Leaders

Munsif Bureau
Hyderabad,Sept 20:

BRS General Secretary R.S.
Praveen Kumar questioned the
police over the alleged differ-
ential treatment being meted
out to ruling Congress and
opposition leaders. He alleged
that Congress leaders were be-
ing provided police protection
during visits to private proper-

ties, while BRS leaders were
being prevented even from
staging protests. Referring
to the visit by Congress MPs
Mallu Ravi and Kiran Kumar
Reddy to a private proper-
ty allegedly linked to BRS
MLA T. Harish Rao, Praveen
Kumar questioned whether
the police were unable to stop
party leaders who had already
announced such programmes.

The Congress delegation visit-
ed properties in Aziznagar and
Moinabad on Sunday and re-
portedly raised questions over
the ownership of properties al-
legedly linked to BRS leaders.
He asked, “Does a police sys-
tem still exist in Telangana?”
He also questioned where the
Director General of Police was
when Congress leaders were
allegedly visiting private prop-
erties under police protection.

Central Gurudwara Sahib Gowliguda
marks a Century of faith, service and
Harmony in a befitting manner

Munsif News Bureau
Hyderabad,Sept 20:

=2 i . s

A century of faith, service
and community harmony came
alive at the historic Central
Gurudwara Sahib Gowliguda
as the journey found a grand
expression where thousands of
Sikh devotees and people from
different communities gathered
at the Exhibition Grounds,
Nampally in Hyderabad on
Sunday to mark its Centenary
celebrations (100 years)
of the historic Gurudwara.
Founded in 1926, the Central
Gurudwara Sahib Gowliguda
has stood witness to the trans-
formation of Hyderabad across
generations. Through changing
times, it has retained its essen-
tial message of equality, broth-
erhood, compassion and sewa
— selfless service. Its centena-
ry, therefore, was much more
than the completion of 100
years.

It was a celebration of
the Sikh community’s en-
during presence and con-
tribution to the social and
cultural life of Telangana.

Celebrating the historic
and landmark occasion, the
Prabhandak Committee of
Central Gurudwara Sahib
Gowliguda, in association
with Sikh Gurudwaras across
Telangana organised °’Vishaal
Diwan “ (Mass Religious
Congregation) where thou-
sands of Sikh devotees and
other faiths participated in
congregation and offered
prayers to Guru Granth
Sahlb Ji (Holy Scripture of
Sikhs) at Exhibition Grounds,
Nampally, Hyderabad on
Sunday (September 20, 2026).
The occasion was graced by
prominent Sikh spiritual and
community leaders.

Partial damagetoa
temple aftet lightning
strike in Gundhar

Munsif News Bureau
Kamareddy,Sept 20:

A lightning strike accom-
panied by thunder occurred in
Gundhari Mandal of Kamareddy
district. A Shiva temple located
near the Gundhari-Durgam road
was struck by lightning, causing
partial damage to the temple.

Meanwhile, Suryakant and
Shankar Varma, who were
working in a nearby field in the
outskirts of Bojjiwada, had taken
shelter nearby to escape the rain.
Suddenly, lightning struck, caus-
ing the mobile phones they were
carrying to explode, as a result
of which both men were injured.

Exercise Caution During Ganesh
Immersion Processions: Nirmal SP

Nirmal Bureau
Nirmal, Sept. 20:

Nirmal district Superintendent of
Police Dr G. Janaki Sharmila, IPS,
has urged Ganesh festival organisers
and devotees to exercise extreme
caution during idol immersion pro-
cessions, particularly in view of the

rains in the district.

The SP advised organisers to take
special precautions near electrical and
high-tension wires while transporting
Ganesh idols. She stressed that pro-
cession routes should be checked in
advance and adequate care taken to
ensure that idols and other materials
do not come into contact with over-

head power lines.

The advisory follows an unfortu-
nate incident in Nirmal on Sunday in
which a person died after reportedly

coming into contact with a high-ten-
sion power line while a Ganesh idol
was being transported for immersion.

Dr Janaki Sharmila appealed to
organisers and devotees to remain

vigilant throughout the immersion

processions and cooperate with the
police and other departments to pre-
vent accidents.

Hyderabad, northern Telangana
receive moderate to heavy rainfall

Several Telangana districts, including Hyderabad, received moderate to
heavy rainfall after a prolonged September dry spell. Karimnagar’s Kothapalle
recorded the highest rainfall at 76 mm, while Hyderabad and Medchal-
Malkajgiri witnessed localised showers and waterloggingBook Walking Tours

After a gap that lasted for nearly the entire month of September, several
districts in Telangana, including Hyderabad, witnessed moderate to heavy
rainfall from the early hours of Saturday.Telangana Today Subscription

While some districts witnessed heavy rainfall of more than 64.4 mm,
Hyderabad and surrounding districts recorded moderate rainfall ranging from

15.4 mm to 64.4 mm.
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.OOO-km road projects under HAM to
begin soon: Komatireddy

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept.20

Roads & Buildings and
Cinematography Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
on Sunday announced that the
Telangana government will
soon commence construction
of over 6,000 km of roads un-
der the Hybrid Annuity Model
(HAM) at an estimated cost of
%13,000 crore.

He stated that construction
will begin shortly as the mon-
soon season comes to an end,
with the corridors designed on
par with National Highways.

Minister Komatireddy
Venkat Reddy, along
with Cabinet colleague
Vakiti Srihari and MLA
Madhusudhan Reddy, laid
foundation stones for HAM
road developments and
high-level bridge projects
worth roughly 2200 crore in
the Devarakadra constituency
of Mahabubnagar district.

Following the event, he
inspected ongoing ghat road
works at the Kurumurthy
Temple and held a progress
review meeting.

Addressing the
media, the Minister lashed

out at former Chief Minister
K. Chandrashekhar Rao for
neglecting irrigation infra-
structure in the erstwhile
Mahabubnagar district and
failing to complete the cru-
cial Palamuru-Rangareddy
project.

Highlighting the State’s fis-
cal pressures, Venkat Reddy
noted that Telangana was
formed with a surplus budget
0f 16,000 crore, but the pre-
vious BRS regime accumulat-
ed a total debt burden 0f %8.21
lakh crore.

The Minister disclosed that
the current Congress gov-

ernment pays nearly 36,000
crore monthly in interest ob-
ligations, which has restrict-
ed the State’s eligibility for
key central grants. He added
that around 50,000 crore
was borrowed off-budget
through special corporations
like Palamuru and Mission
Bhagiratha.

Reaffirming the govern-
ment’s commitment to re-
gional irrigation, the Minister
announced that 3560 crore
has been deposited into the
District Collector’s account
for land acquisition under the
Uddandapur project.
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A new computer lab was inaugurated at the Government Girls High School in Hussaini Alam to provide

students with access to digital education and technology. The lab was jointly inaugurated by Lakshmi
Manchu, Founder and Managing Trustee, and AIMIM MLA Mir Zulfiqar Ali.

Huge crowds turn up for Khairatabad

Bada Ganesh darshan

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept 20

The Khairatabad Bada
Ganesh pandal witnessed a
massive turnout of devotees on
Sunday, with thousands throng-
ing the venue to seek darshan
of the Mahaganapati.

The holiday saw a surge in
the number of devotees arriv-
ing to have a glimpse of the
idol. With all the queue lines
packed, large groups of devo-
tees were seen waiting along
the roads for darshan.

Meanwhile, Ganesh idol im-
mersion ceremonies were un-
derway at Tank Bund, resulting
in heavy crowds in and around
the area. After offering prayers
at the Bada Ganesh, many dev-
otees enthusiastically headed

towards Tank Bund to witness
the immersion festivities. The
entire area was virtually trans-
formed into a sea of humanity.

Devotees also visited
Ganesh pandals across differ-
ent parts of the city, attracted
by idols installed with various
themes.

With the nine-day Ganesh
Navratri celebrations sched-
uled to conclude on Thursday,
the festival holiday on Sunday
saw a significant increase
in footfall at pandals across
Hyderabad.

In the Old City, devotees
formed long queues to seek
darshan of the Gold Ganesh
idol. The number of devo-
tees visiting another massive
Ganesh idol installed at Nagole
also increased considerably.

Harish inspects Yadadri sub-station,

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept.20

Former Minister and Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
Deputy Floor Leader T.
Harish Rao on Sunday con-
ducted a surprise inspection
at the Motakondur electricity
sub-station in Yadadri Bhongir
district, following widespread
complaints from local farmers
regarding undeclared power
cuts.

Addressing the media at
the sub-station, Harish Rao
alleged that department per-
sonnel had intentionally re-
moved the official log book
prior to his arrival to conceal
the actual power supply logs.
He questioned why the state
government hesitated to make

the log book public if 24-hour
uninterrupted power was in-
deed being supplied to the
agriculture sector.

“Log books record crucial
operational data, including
the duration of three-phase
supply, tripping instances, and

actual supply hours. Farmers
in Motakondur report receiv-
ing barely six to seven hours
of power daily, resulting in
crop damage.

We arrived to inspect the
ground reality, only to find
the records missing,” Harish

questions govt’s 24-hour power

Rao said.

The BRS deputy floor lead-
er targeted local Congress
MLA Beerla Ilaiah and
Bhongir MP Chamala Kiran
Kumar Reddy, urging them to
visit the field and address the
farmers’ grievances directly.

Harish Rao further accused
the Congress administration
of employing “diversion pol-
itics” to avoid accountability
on agricultural power supply,
the Section 22-A prohibited
lands list, and alleged land
irregularities.

He noted that all asset dis-
closures regarding his family
are already part of public re-
cord through official election
affidavits and income tax fil-
ings. (NSS)

Malkajgiri police gear up for Ganesh
immersion with 5,874 personnel

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept 20:

The Malkajgiri Police
Commissionerate is imple-
menting a comprehensive
security blueprint, ‘Ganesh
Suraksha Sankalp—2026’, to
ensure seamless monitoring
throughout the Ganesh im-
mersion processions.

In an official statement
issued on Sunday, Police
Commissioner Badugula
Sumathi stated that elaborate
security arrangements have
been put in place to prevent

Ponnam demands
separate 0BC
column in 2027

census

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept.20:

Minister for Backward Classes
Welfare Ponnam Prabhakar on
Sunday demanded a separate col-
umn for Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) in the upcoming 2027
Census, alongside a comprehen-
sive nationwide caste census.

Addressing a national OBC
conference in Begumpet, the
Minister emphasised that a sci-
entific assessment of the OBC
population is vital to securing
proportionate representation and
equitable welfare distribution for
the community.

The event, titled “Central
Government Policy Decisions
on OBC Population Census
— Immediate Responsibilities
and Future Course of Action,”
brought together leaders, intel-
lectuals, and representatives from
various national and state-level
OBC organisations.

Ponnam Prabhakar highlighted
that the Telangana government
fulfilled its electoral promise by
conducting a comprehensive caste
survey soon after assuming pow-
er, demonstrating its commitment
to BC empowerment. He added
that the Congress leadership in
Telangana is actively collaborat-
ing across party lines to champion
the cause of Backward Classes at
the national level.

any lapses.

This marks the first large-
scale Ganesh immersion
programme under the newly
reorganised, urban-centric
Malkajgiri Commissionerate.

A total of 5,874 police
personnel will be deployed
across the commissionerate’s
jurisdiction. The operation
will also integrate additional
forces, specialised outside
units, and officials from vari-
ous civic departments.

CP Sumathi urged all
Ganesh Utsav committees

and local mandapam organ-
isers to complete mandatory
online registration for every
installed idol.

She noted that registration
enables law enforcement to
track exact mandapam loca-
tions, designated procession
routes, timing, and local
CCTV coverage.

Continuous monitoring
will remain active from the
initial day of idol installa-
tion through the final im-
mersion proceedings, the
Commissioner added. (NSS)

Officials to begin farmer-wise
enjoyment survey in Erravelli

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept, 20

The land survey around the
farmhouse of former Chief
Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao at
Erravelli village in Markook man-
dal of Siddipet district is progress-
ing rapidly. However, the survey
of assigned lands in Survey No.
325 was temporarily halted on
Sunday for the weekly holiday and
will resume on Monday.

Revenue officials indicated
that the next phase will focus on a
farmer-wise physical verification,
with particular attention to lands
held by Dalit farmers.

Notices have already been is-
sued to approximately 100 farmers
holding land in Survey No. 325,
directing them to present relevant
ownership documents and evi-
dence at the site. Authorities plan
to serve notices to another batch
of over 100 farmers in phased in-
tervals. Over the past three days,
survey teams have been marking

the outer boundaries of Survey No.
325. With boundary identification
complete, officials will record spe-
cific individual land holdings.

An “enjoyment survey” will
be conducted first to determine
actual physical possession and
ongoing cultivation by individual
farmers. Following this verifica-
tion, the land units will be formal-
ly sub-divided and updated in the
official records.

Officials have advised all con-
cerned landholders to be present
during Monday’s field survey
along with their land documents
and supporting evidence. (NSS)

Free Health
Sr. Citizens

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept.20

In connection with
World Senior Citizens
day, Lions International
District 320 A, 320 D and
Senior citizens forum of
Gandhinagar (Hyderabad)
are organizing a Free Mega
Health camp for senior cit-
izens on October 2, 2026,
from 8.30 am, at AV col-
lege, domalguda in the
city.

Health, sports, cultural
programs and legal advice
form part of the event.

camp for

Medical practitioners
from different branches
like Cardiology, vascu-
lar, general physician.
General surgeon, urology,
Gastroenterology, orthope-
dic, homeopathy, ayurveda
will attend on the people.
Medicines will be distrib-
uted free to the needy.

Senior citizens above
60 years can avail the fa-
cilities by registering their
names.

For more details and
registration, senior citi-
zens can contact Lion Dr
GK Ramana on mobile no.
9849031601 (NSS)

40-Year-Old Trapped as Lift Suddenly

Moves Up in Moosap

Munsif News Bureau
Hyderabad, Sept, 20

Murali  had reached
the second floor from the
ground floor with his wife
in a three-storey building in
Engineer Nagar. As he was
stepping out of the lift, some-
one pressed the button for the
third floor, causing the lift to
suddenly move upward. One
of Murali’s legs was inside
the lift while the other was on
the second-floor landing. His
leg became caught in the lift’s
grille, leaving him suspended
between the second and third
floors.

The incident was reported
to the Hyderabad Disaster
Response Force (HYDRAA)
control room at 9:15 a.m.
A HYDRAA team from
Kukatpally, which was near-

by, reached the scene within
about 15 minutes. Led by
Marshal JDV Prasad, the res-

et

cue team broke open part of
the lift wall and began efforts
to free Murali using a hydrau-
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lic cutter. Personnel from the
Sanath Nagar Fire Station also
joined the rescue operation.

A special tree plantation drive titled “One Tree in the Name of Mother” was
organised at MPPS Dadanagar Urdu Medium School with the aim of promoting
environmental conservation, encouraging afforestation and instilling a sense of
love and responsibility towards nature among students. As part of the campaign,
students planted various saplings on the school premises and pledged to ensure
their regular watering, protection and proper maintenance.Addressing the
students, Complex Headmaster Rehman Ghauri said that trees play a vital role

in maintaining clean air.

“One Tree in the Name of Mother" Plantation Drive Held at MPPS Dadanagar Urdu Medium School

Munsif News Bureau
Kaghaznagar, Sept 20
A special tree plantation
drive titled “One Tree in the
Name of Mother” was organ-
ised at MPPS Dadanagar Urdu
Medium School with the aim
of promoting environmental
conservation, encouraging

afforestation and instilling a
sense of love and responsi-
bility towards nature among
students.

As part of the campaign,
students planted various sap-
lings on the school premises
and pledged to ensure their
regular watering, protection

and proper maintenance.
Addressing the students,
Complex Headmaster Rehman
Ghauri said that trees play a
vital role in maintaining clean
air, a healthy environment and
ecological balance. In view
of increasing pollution and
growing environmental chal-

lenges, he stressed the need
for extensive plantation and
greater public participation in
environmental protection.

He emphasised that plant-
ing a sapling alone is not
sufficient and that its proper
care is equally important. He
urged everyone to regularly

water and protect the sap-
lings and nurture them until
they grow into healthy trees.
“Planting a sapling is a
beautiful beginning, but
nurturing and protecting it
until it becomes a full-grown
tree is our true responsibil-
ity,” Rehman Ghauri said.

He further stated that the
“One Tree in the Name of
Mother” campaign beauti-
fully links the love and re-
spect for mothers with the
message of environmental
conservation and love for
nature. Such initiatives, he
said, play an important role

in creating environmental
awareness among students
and encouraging them to be-
come responsible citizens.
The programme was attend-
ed by School Headmaster
Aziz Khan, primary and
pre-primary section teachers,
CRP Arshad Ali and others.
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Public
consultations
on Tamil
Nadu auto
fare revision
on Sep 23

IANS
Chennai, Sep. 20

The Tamil Nadu
Transport Department has
directed district Collectors
to hold public consultation
meetings on September 23
as part of the government’s
move to revise auto-rick-
shaw fares across the state.

Representatives of
auto-rickshaw unions,
consumer organisations,
commuters and other
stakeholders will par-
ticipate in the meetings,
with their suggestions to
be considered before fi-
nalising the revised fare
structure. Tamil Nadu has
around 3.46 lakh regis-
tered auto-rickshaws.

The existing fares, fixed
in 2013, are Rs 25 for the
first 1.8 km and Rs 12 for
every additional kilometre.
Auto unions have sought a
minimum fare of Rs 45 and
Rs 20 per additional kilo-
metre, citing rising fuel,
maintenance, insurance
and spare-parts costs.

Tamil Nadu Progressive
Consumer Centre
President Sadagopan also
supported the proposed
fares and urged the gov-
ernment to announce the
revision soon, particularly
ahead of the Ayudha Puja
and Deepavali seasons.

He further called for
making digital fare meters
and GPS devices manda-
tory in auto-rickshaws to
ensure fare transparency,
passenger safety and reg-
ulatory compliance. The
government is expected to
consider the suggestions
received during the consul-
tations before announcing
its decision.

Man ‘beats’
wife to death,
later kills self
in Odisha

IANS

Bhubaneswar, Sep. 20

A 35-year-old man al-
legedly beat his wife,
Rasmita Naik, 30, to
death following a fami-
ly dispute in Dhenkanal
and later died by suicide.
Police said Ratnakar alias
Mithun Naik assaulted her
with a wooden stick after
an argument.

He later left their three
daughters at his broth-
er’s house and alleged-
ly hanged himself from
a tree. Police sent both
bodies for postmortem
and registered a case.

Bengal: Over 33 pc wards in
Kolkata and Howrah are reserved
for women post-delimitation

IANS
Kolkata, Sep. 20

Kolkata Municipal
Corporation (KMC)
and Howrah Municipal
Corporation (HMC), the
two major urban civic
bodies in West Bengal,
will go to polls by the
end of 2026 with a sub-
stantial number of wards
reserved for women can-
didates.

As per the draft de-
limitation proposal for
KMC, the total number
of wards is set to in-
crease to 209 from the
current 144. Out of the
proposed 209 wards,
70 will be reserved for
women, accounting for
over 33 per cent of the
total.

Similarly, in HMC,
the number of wards
is slated to increase to
68 from the current 50.
Out of these, 23 will
be reserved for women,
which comes to nearly
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34 per cent.
Political parties with
complaints or sugges-
tions on the draft delim-
itation list can submit
them to the concerned
authorities by October 5.
The preparatory pro-
cess for the elections
in both civic bodies has
already begun. Elections
to form new boards in
KMC and HMC are
likely to be held in
November this year, im-
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mediately after the fes-
tive season beginning
with Durga Puja next
month.

However, an official
involved in the process
said the excitement usu-
ally associated with civ-
ic polls is missing this
time, largely because
of the lack of enthusi-
asm among the two fac-
tions of the Trinamool
Congress, which is of-
ficially the principal
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opposition party in West
Bengal.

Political observers feel
it is uncertain whether
the two factions of the
Trinamool Congress,
especially the “original
but minority” faction led
by former West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and her neph-
ew Abhishek Banerjee,
will be able to field can-
didates in all wards of
both KMC and HMC.

DMDK flags crimes, farm
distress and civic concerns in TN

IANS
Chennai, Sep. 20

DMDK general secre-
tary and Vriddhachalam
MLA Premalatha
Vijayakant on Sunday
sought urgent interven-
tion by the TVK govern-
ment on several issues,
ranging from violent
crimes and farmers’ wel-
fare to dengue, electrici-
ty disruptions, and paddy
procurement.

Expressing concern
over the state’s law-and-
order situation, she re-
ferred to the Sivaganga
double murder and kill-
ings reported in Madurai
and Krishnagiri. Such
incidents, she said, re-
quired swift investiga-
tion and firm action to
restore a sense of securi-
ty among residents.

Premalatha urged the
police to identify and
arrest those responsible
and ensure stringent pun-
ishment through legal
proceedings. She also
asked the government to
take preventive steps to
curb similar incidents.

She called for stronger
measures to prevent den-
gue and other mosqui-
to-borne diseases. Local
bodies must intensify
mosquito-control opera-
tions, while government
hospitals should have
adequate beds, medi-
cines, and diagnostic
facilities.

Premalatha expressed
concern over reports
of dengue infections
among Anna University
students and sought ur-
gent preventive action

on campus.
Highlighting  the
farmers’ protest at

Samayapuram, she de-
manded a complete
waiver of agricultural
loans. Referring to re-
ports that crop loans
amounting to Rs 247.15
crore had been waived
for 50,779 farmers in
Tiruchy district, she
sought similar relief for
eligible farmers across
Tamil Nadu.

The DMDK leader
also urged the govern-
ment to resolve concerns
raised by fishermen
in Pattinapakkam and
ensure adequate secu-
rity during Vinayaka
Chaturthi processions.
She asked the state
to exert pressure on

Karnataka to secure
Tamil Nadu’s legitimate
share of Cauvery water.

On the power situa-
tion, Premalatha said
the government must
address complaints of
unannounced outages in
different parts of Tamil
Nadu immediately.

She also called for
faster procurement
of rain-exposed pad-
dy in Tirunelveli and
Vriddhachalam to pre-
vent farmers from suffer-
ing avoidable financial
losses.

Premalatha said the
government must treat
these concerns as pri-
orities and announce
time-bound measures to
resolve them. Its credi-
bility, she added, would
depend on how quickly
it protected public safe-
ty, supported farmers,
and ensured uninterrupt-
ed delivery of essential
services.

Alliance with
NC won't stop
Congress
from raising
public issues:
Tariq Karra

IANS
Srinagar, Sep. 20

J&K Pradesh Congress
Committee (JKPCC)
president and legislator
Tariq Hameed Karra on
Sunday said the Congress
will continue to raise peo-
ple’s genuine concerns in
the Assembly despite its
alliance with the ruling
National Conference (NC).

Speaking to reporters af-
ter a meeting of Congress
MLAs ahead of Monday’s
Legislative Assembly ses-
sion, Karra clarified that
the alliance with the NC
would not prevent the
Congress from raising is-
sues concerning the peo-
ple.

“We will take up genuine
concerns and ensure they
are expedited,” he said.

Karra said the primary
purpose of the Assembly
was to raise questions and
ensure that issues affecting
the people are addressed at
the earliest. He added that
such concerns could be
raised by members of the
ruling party as well as the
opposition.

The Congress Legislature
Party meeting discussed the
upcoming Assembly ses-
sion and issues to be raised
during its proceedings.

Legal empowerment to
remain in focus at conference
starting in Goa tomorrow

IANS
Panayji, Sep. 20

Legal empowerment
and citizen-centric jus-
tice delivery are expect-
ed to top the agenda at
a workshop starting on
Monday on Designing
Innovative Solutions
for Holistic Access to
Justice (DISHA 2.0), an
official said.

The regional work-
shop will also feature
the significance of le-
gal empowerment, cit-
izen-centric Justice
delivery, and the collab-
orative efforts required
to achieve the consti-
tutional vision of equal
access to justice, the of-
ficial said in a statement.

The workshop, be-
ing organised at the
University Auditorium,
India International
University of Legal
Education and Research
(ITULER), Goa, is a part
of the Department’s
continued efforts to
strengthen access to
Justice through technol-
ogy-enabled legal ser-
vices, legal awareness
initiatives, and promo-
tion of pro bono legal
assistance across the
country, the statement
said.

The Goa Governor will
be the Chief Guest at the
programme, which is

expected to be attended
by the Minister of State
(Independent Charge)
for Law and Justice,
Government of India,
and the Minister for
PWD, Captain of Ports
and Legal Metrology,
Government of Goa.

The event will bring
together representa-
tives from the Central
and State Governments,
Common Service Centres
(CSCs), the Ministry of
Rural Development, law
institutions of the State,
and other stakeholders
working to ensure ac-
cessible and inclusive
justice delivery, the
statement said.

A key highlight of the
event will be the show-
case of the best reels cre-
ated under the “Nyaya
Prabodh: Awakening
to Justice” campaign —
Know Your Rights in 90
Seconds, followed by
the launch of a Slogan

Competition under
Nyaya Prabodh.

The initiative aims to
deepen citizens’ under-
standing of their consti-
tutional and legal rights,
promote legal literacy,
and foster greater public
engagement and partici-
pation in the Justice de-
livery ecosystem, it said.

The workshop will
also feature the screen-
ing of a documentary
showcasing the achieve-
ments of DISHA 2.0 in
Goa, followed by live
interactions with Tele-
Law beneficiaries, Panel
Lawyers, Village Level
Entrepreneurs (VLEs),
and Nyaya Sahayaks.

These interactions
will show how technol-
ogy-enabled legal ser-
vices are helping bridge
the gap between citizens
and justice institutions,
particularly in remote
and underserved areas,
the statement said.

Gujarat: Mother delivers triplets wﬂh help from

108 emergency team in Rajkot

IANS
Rajkot, Sep. 20

An emergency medical
team from the 108 service
successfully assisted in
the delivery of two babies
after a woman carrying
triplets gave birth to her
first child before the am-
bulance reached her home
in Rohishala village of
Tankara taluka on Saturday
night.

The Paddhari 108 team
received the emergency call
at 8:48 p.m. on September
19. EMT lJignasha Luhar
and pilot Sureshbhai imme-

diately rushed to the wom-
an’s residence. On reaching
the spot, they found that the
first of the three babies had
already been delivered,
while two deliveries were
still pending.

Luhar assessed the moth-
er’s condition and used her
emergency medical train-
ing to manage the situation.
She also remained in con-
tact with ERCP Dr Jotsna,
who provided medical
guidance over the phone.
Following the doctor’s in-
structions, the team pro-
vided the required care and

successfully assisted with
the delivery of the remain-
ing two babies.

All three newborns were
boys. After the deliver-
ies, the emergency team
continued monitoring the
mother and the newborns
and ensured they received
necessary medical attention
before transporting them to
Janana Hospital.

The mother and all three
babies were safely handed
over to doctors at Janana
Hospital. The 108 team
said triplet deliveries re-
quire careful management.

Fake social media

account, ChatGPT used in
Ketan Agarwal’s murder

IANS
Pune, Sep. 20

A fake Instagram ac-
count, ChatGPT, murder
films and podcasts on
evading police detec-
tion were allegedly used
by Siya Goyal and her
co-accused while plan-
ning the murder of her
fiancé, 26-year-old busi-
nessman Ketan Agarwal,
the police charge sheet
has revealed.

The 5,053-page charge
sheet, filed on Saturday,
details the alleged con-
spiracy behind Agarwal’s
death at Lohagad Fort
in Pune on June 18.
According to the police,
Goyal allegedly pushed
Agarwal off the fort
with the assistance of her
purported lover Chetan
Chaudhary and another
accused, Ritesh Hange.
All three have been ar-
rested.

Investigators said
the accused initially
considered seriously
injuring Agarwal and
even explored hiring
a person from outside
Maharashtra. The plan
was abandoned over
fears that the hired as-
sailant could expose the

conspiracy. The person
contacted during this
stage has since become a
witness, according to the
charge sheet.

The accused later al-
legedly decided to kill
Agarwal themselves and
studied murder-related
films, used ChatGPT
and listened to podcasts
on avoiding detection.
They also researched the
Meghalaya honeymoon
murder case involving
Raja Raghuvanshi, who
was allegedly killed by
his wife, Sonam, in 2025.
As part of the plan, a
fake Instagram account
named ‘Mahi’ was cre-
ated using a photograph
of a woman known to
the accused. Messages

from the account al-
legedly lured Agarwal to
Lohagad Fort on June 18
on the pretext of a sur-
prise birthday plan for
Goyal. The account was
deleted after the incident.

The charge sheet
further states that the
accused conducted a
recce of locations around
Lonavala before select-
ing Lohagad Fort. Goyal
and Chaudhary reported-
ly visited Tiger Point and
other isolated locations.
Police said Lohagad was
chosen because a death
had occurred there in
March last year, leading
the accused to believe
that Agarwal’s death
could be made to appear
as an accidental fall.

Tejashwi Seeks Rs 15,000 Aid
for Bihar Flood Victims

IANS
Pune, Sep. 20

RID leader and Leader
of Opposition Tejashwi
Yadav on Sunday urged
the Centre and Bihar gov-
ernment to provide imme-
diate financial assistance
of Rs 15,000 each to
flood- and drought-af-
fected farmers and de-
clare the situation in the
state a national disaster.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Yadav claimed
over 45 lakh people had
been affected by floods,
while several areas faced
drought-like conditions
due to deficient rainfall.
He demanded a survey
of crop losses and im-
mediate relief for affect-
ed families, saying they
needed food and other es-
sentials even after flood-

waters receded.

Yadav also criticised
the relief measures of the
Centre and state govern-
ment and urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Home Minister
and Agriculture Minister
to visit the affected ar-
eas. He said relief and
rehabilitation should be
prioritised over political
events.
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Japan Air
Chief Flies
Tejas, Calls
It Symbol of
Trust

Jodhpur, Sep. 20

Japan Air Self-Defense
Force (JASDF) Chief of
Staff General Takehiro
Morita said his flight in
India’s indigenous Tejas
fighter was a valuable ex-
perience and a symbol of
trust and friendship be-
tween the two countries.

Morita made the re-
marks during Exercise
Veer Guardian-2026 at
Air Force Station Jodhpur,
where he and IAF Chief
Air Chief Marshal A.P.
Singh flew in the Tejas.
He said the partnership had
advanced beyond joint ex-
ercises to tactical training,
exchanges and possible
space cooperation.

Singh described the
partnership as based on
mutual respect and profes-
sional trust, with a shared
vision of a free, open and
rules-based Indo-Pacific.
Referring to “Kizuna”, he
said shared experiences
had strengthened the bond
between the two air forces.

Singh said Morita’s
Tejas sortie reflected
confidence in India’s in-
digenous aircraft and high-
lighted the potential of its
defence aviation industry
and research and develop-
ment.

Iran denies US claim on
Hormuz oil transport

IANS
Tehran, Sep. 20

Senior spokesman
for Iran’s armed forces
Abolfazl Shekarchi reject-
ed a claim by US Central
Command (CENTCOM)
that US forces had sup-
ported the transport of
over 1 billion barrels of
oil through the Strait of
Hormuz “in the last cou-
ple of months.”

In a statement car-
ried by Iranian media,
Shekarchi described the
claim, made earlier in
the day by CENTCOM
Commander Admiral
Brad Cooper, as “false
and ridiculous.”

He added that Cooper’s
remarks constituted a
“projection and a failed
psychological operation
to boost the morale of
the terrorist US Army’s
exhausted and worn-out
forces in the region and

justify the exorbitant
financial costs and ca-
sualties incurred by the
United States in the re-
gion,” Xinhua news agen-
cy reported.

Shekarchi noted that
such claims could not
change the reality of the
expulsion of the “aggres-
sive” US Army from the
region, stressing that the
initiative in the Strait of
Hormuz remained in the
hands of Iran’s armed
forces.

In a video posted on
social media on Saturday,
Cooper said, “We’ve
reached this significant
milestone while assist-
ing over 2,000 commer-
cial ship transits through
the strait by providing
coordinated protection.
Clearly, the momentum is
building.”

“CENTCOM forces
have supported more than
1 billion barrels of crude

oil leaving the Gulf,”
Adm. Brad Cooper said
in remarks released by
the command on US so-
cial media platform X.

“Thousands of ships
have passed through the
strait. Over 1 billion bar-
rels of crude have been
shipped from Gulf part-
ners through the Strait of
Hormuz, and Iran has ex-
ported zero barrels thanks
to our ironclad blockade,”
he added.

At the same time,
Cooper said Iran had ex-
ported “zero barrels” of
oil, attributing the halt
to what he called the US
“ironclad blockade.”

Following US-Israeli
strikes on Iran on
February 28, Tehran re-
stricted passage through
the strategic waterway,
while US forces imposed
a naval blockade target-
ing vessels traveling to or
from Iranian ports.

North Korea fires unidentified
projectile toward East Sea:
South Korean military

IANS
Seoul, Sep. 20

North Korea fired at
least one projectile to-
ward the East Sea on
Sunday, South Korea’s
military said. The Joint
Chiefs of Staff (JCS) de-
tected the launch but did
not immediately provide
details about the type or
range of the projectile.

The latest launch came
about a week after North
Korea fired multiple
short-range ballistic mis-
siles from the Wonsan
area toward the East
Sea on September 12.
According to the South
Korean military, the mis-
siles travelled around 250
km before falling into
the sea. The launch took
place a day after South
Korea, the United States
and Japan concluded a
five-day trilateral mili-
tary exercise.

The JCS said South

Korean and US intel-
ligence authorities had
been closely monitoring
North Korea’s military
activities and were shar-
ing relevant information
with Japan. South Korea
has also stepped up sur-
veillance for possible
additional launches and
remains on full alert.
The September 12
launches were seen as
a protest against the
trilateral military exer-
cise. Sources said North
Korea appeared to have

used Hwasong-11 series
ballistic missiles and
600-mm multiple rocket
launchers during recent
weapons tests.

The latest launch
comes amid heightened
military tensions in
the region. The South
Korean military said it
would continue to mon-
itor North Korea close-
ly while maintaining a
strong South Korea-US
defence posture and read-
iness to respond to any
further provocations.

DR Congo expands Ebola
vaccination to lturi, over
3,700 people vaccinated

IANS
Kinshasa, Sep. 20

Ebola vaccination was
expanded on Saturday to
Ituri Province, the epicen-
tre of the outbreak in east-
ern Democratic Republic
of the Congo (DRC), with
3,771 people already vac-
cinated with the Ervebo
vaccine.

The latest phase began
with the BRAVO vaccina-
tion study in Bunia, Ituri’s
capital, conducted by
Meédecins Sans Frontieres
(MSF) with Congolese
health authorities, the
Africa CDC and other sci-
entific partners. The study

aims to vaccinate around
20,000 frontline workers
in Ituri and North Kivu
and assess whether Ervebo
can protect against the
Bundibugyo virus.
Ervebo was developed

and licensed against
the Zaire virus, so its
effectiveness against

Bundibugyo has not yet
been established. The
International Coordinating
Group approved 70,000
doses for the DRC in
August, including 50,000
for frontline workers
and 20,000 for a Phase
3 trial. By mid-Septem-
ber, 16,520 doses had

reached the country.
Vaccination began on
August 27 for people at
high risk of exposure.
By September 17, 3,771
people had received the
vaccine, including 3,063
in Tshopo and 708 in Bas-
Uele provinces.

The BRAVO study will
run for nine to 12 months,
while a separate Phase 3
trial is planned. The DRC
has reported 7,541 con-
firmed cases, including
3,639 deaths, with a case
fatality rate of 48.3 per
cent. Declared in May, it
is the country’s largest and
deadliest Ebola outbreak.

Australia: One
child killed
in stabbing
incident in

Sydney, three
critically
injured

IANS
Tehran, Sep. 20

A child was killed and
two other children and a
woman critically injured
in a stabbing incident
in western Sydney on
Sunday.

Police said emergen-
cy services were called
around 12:45 p.m. to
Valley Heights, about
60 km west of central
Sydney, after reports
of three children and a
woman suffering stab
wounds inside a vehicle.
Members of the public
provided first aid, but one
child died at the scene.
The other two children
and the woman were tak-
en to hospital in critical
condition. Police said the
children were believed
to be under five and the
woman in her 40s.

A crime scene has been
established, and police
said they were not look-
ing for anyone else in
connection with the in-
cident. Investigations are
underway.

Yemen's Houthis claim aHack
on Riyadh, heralding escalation
in tensions with Saudi Arabia

IANS
Riyadh/Sanaa, Sep. 20

Yemen’s Houthi group
said that it had launched
large-scale attacks tar-
geting the Saudi capi-
tal Riyadh and Yanbu,
a major industrial and
energy hub on Saudi
Arabia’s Red Sea coast,
marking a major escala-
tion in the confrontation
between the two sides.

In a statement broad-
cast by Houthi-run
al-Masirah TV, Houthi
military spokesperson
Yahya Sarea said the
operations involved “a
large number of ballistic
and cruise missiles and
drones.”

Sarea said the first
operation targeted what
he described as “sensi-
tive targets” in Riyadh,
while the second struck
a facility belonging to
Saudi oil giant Aramco
in Yanbu, Xinhua news
agency reported.

“The two operations
were successful,” Sarea
said, claiming that large
fires broke out at the
targeted sites.

The Houthi statement
came after explosions
were heard in Riyadh
twice on Saturday.
Smoke was seen ris-
ing near King Khalid
International Airport in
the northeastern part of
the capital following the
second incident, while
some flights were de-
layed.

Saudi authorities had
earlier issued an aerial
threat alert for Riyadh

before announcing that
the danger had passed,
reportedly the first such
alert for the Saudi cap-
ital since tensions be-
tween the Houthi group
and Saudi Arabia inten-
sified recently.

In a later statement,
the Saudi-led coalition
said that its air de-
fenses intercepted and
destroyed a Houthi bal-
listic missile targeting
Riyadh and thwarted
attacks on Baish, Taif,
Farasan and Yanbu.
Coalition spokesperson
Turki Al-Maliki said
the attacks targeted
“civilians and civilian
objects” and vowed
“appropriate measures”
to deter further attacks.

Sarea, the Houthi
spokesperson, denied
that the group deliber-
ately targeted civilians,
saying that the attacks
against Riyadh were
in response to inten-

sified Saudi airstrikes
on Houthi-held areas in
Yemen.

The spokesperson
vowed that the Houthis
would continue retalia-
tory operations under
what he called an “es-
calation for escalation”
strategy until Saudi
airstrikes cease and re-
strictions on Yemen are
lifted.

The attack on Saudi’s
capital marks the lat-
est escalation between
Yemen’s Houthi group
and Saudi Arabia.

This round of conflict
began in mid-July when
the Yemeni Armed
Forces struck Houthi-
controlled Sanaa
International Airport
to prevent an Iranian
passenger plane from
landing.

The plane carried
a senior Houthi dele-
gation returning from
Iran after attending

=y
Khamenei’s funeral cer-
emonies.

The Houthi group ac-
cused Saudi Arabia, a
main ally of the inter-
nationally recognized
Yemeni government,
of launching the strikes
and soon launched
counterstrikes with
ballistic missiles and
drones in retaliation. It
then announced a ban on
Saudi shipping through
the Bab al-Mandab
Strait on July 20 and
has since claimed a se-
ries of attacks on Saudi
tankers and oil facilities
in Saudi Arabia.

Yemen’s conflict
erupted in late 2014
when the Houthis seized
the capital, Sanaa,
and much of north-
ern Yemen, prompting
a Saudi-led coalition
to intervene in March
2015 in support of the
internationally recog-
nized government.

Iran says participation in

UNGA sessio

IANS
Tehran, Sep. 20

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman  Esmaeil
Baghaei said Iran’s par-
ticipation in the 81st ses-
sion of the United Nations
General Assembly in New
York is a “legal right” and
not a favour to be granted
by any country.

Speaking to state-run
IRIB TV, Baghaei said
Iran had no particular
interest in being in New
York, but considered the
UN a platform that should
not be abandoned. He ac-
cused the “other side” of
using various means to
prevent the Iranian dele-
gation from attending, but
said such efforts and what
he called negative propa-
ganda would not stop Iran
from participating and
presenting its position.

The US State
Department said
Washington would issue
visas to Iran’s “core del-

egation” in line with its
obligations as the UN host
country. It added that the
Iranian delegation would
be smaller than last year.

Meanwhile, Us
President Donald Trump
is expected to put Iran’s
nuclear programme at the
centre of his UN diplo-
macy next week. He is
scheduled to address the
UN General Assembly on
Tuesday and later meet
Gulf Cooperation Council
leaders in New York. US
officials said Iran would

n its ‘legal right’

\

be a major topic of discus-
sion, although no meet-
ing between Trump and
Iranian officials has been
confirmed.

US Ambassador to
the UN Mike Waltz said
Trump’s speech would
stress the need to ensure
that Iran does not obtain
a nuclear weapon. The
speech is also expect-
ed to cover diplomatic
agreements, unresolved
conflicts and progress on
Trump’s 20-point Gaza
peace plan.

China’s Al push raises fears of job
losses, hits young workers the hardest

IANS
New Delhi, Sep. 20

China’s rapid adoption
of artificial intelligence
is reshaping workplaces
across industries, boosting
productivity but also inten-
sifying concerns about job
displacement, particularly
among young workers, a
report has said. As Beijing
accelerates efforts to inte-
grate Al into nearly every
sector of the economy, em-

ployees in fields ranging
from software development
to delivery services are in-
creasingly feeling the im-
pact, according to Quartz
report.

Among them is Beijing-
based programmer Fei
Zhaojun, who lost his job
after his employer began
exploring whether artificial
intelligence could perform
coding tasks traditionally
handled by humans, the re-

port said.

Fei was one of around
160 employees laid off
during a workforce re-
duction at his company.
Reflecting on the shift, he
said that many mid-level
programming roles are be-
coming replaceable as Al
capabilities continue to im-
prove. Since losing his job,
Fei has stepped away from
the tech industry and has
been creating short-form

videos while considering
his next career move.

Al adoption in China
has accelerated sharply.
According to IDC, fewer
than 10 per cent of Chinese
industrial enterprises used
AT models and agents in
2024, but the figure rose to
nearly half of all industri-
al businesses last year as
companies turned to Al to
improve efficiency and cut
costs.

Pakistan: PTI,
TTAP condemn
arrest of former
PM Imran
Khan's sister

IANS
Islamabad, Sep. 20

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chairman Barrister
Gohar Ali Khan on Sunday
condemned the detention
of former Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s sister Aleema
Khan, calling it a step that
could worsen tensions. He
demanded her immediate
release and said the par-
ty would soon announce
its course of action. The
Lahore deputy commission-
er ordered Aleema Khan’s
detention for 30 days under
the Punjab Maintenance
of Public Order (MPO)
Ordinance, citing public
safety and order concerns.
Her driver, Muhammad
Ameer, was also ordered to
be detained for 30 days.

The Tehreek Tahafuz Aain
Pakistan (TTAP) also con-
demned the detention, alleg-
ing that Aleema Khan was
held under 3-MPO without
charges. The alliance called
for the release of Aleema
Khan and other political
workers, alleging that the
move was aimed at disrupt-
ing political activity ahead of
a September 27 protest.

Aleema Khan’s son
Shahrez Khan alleged that
she was abducted after leav-
ing home and said she was
on bail in all cases against
her in Lahore.

Imran Khan’s son Kasim
Khan also alleged that po-
lice had taken his aunt into
custody and demanded that
her family and lawyers be
allowed to meet her and that
she be released.
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The Nizam's Legacy: How

Hyderabad's Rulers Built a
of ;lon an

Mohammed Abdul Jaleel
Editor-in-Chief

On the floor of the
Telangana Assembly, Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
offered a remarkable tribute
to Hyderabad’s former rul-
ers. Speaking on the eve of
Hyderabad Liberation Day,
he praised the Nizams as
visionary leaders who gov-
erned with a spirit of public
service, acknowledging that
Telangana remains deeply
indebted to them for the
infrastructure, institutions,
and urban systems that
continue to serve its people
today. His words resonate
because they transcend po-
litical convenience and in-
vite us to examine a legacy
too often overshadowed by
selective memory.

The evidence of Nizam
benevolence surrounds
Hyderabad’s residents dai-
ly. The sixth Nizam, Mir
Mahboob Ali Khan, was de-
scribed as a man “inspired,
driven and even obsessed
by his overwhelming desire
to improve the condition of
his people.” He would fre-

\\

quently venture out at night
disguised as a common
man, mingling with citizens
in tea houses to hear their
grievances firsthand. His
belief was simple yet pro-
found: he could only serve
his people effectively if he
understood their struggles
directly. This was a ruler
whose “greatest happiness
was the happiness of his
people.”

When the Musi River
flooded catastrophically
in 1908, the sixth Nizam
demonstrated extraordinary
foresight. He appointed Sir
M. Visvesvaraya, one of
India’s greatest engineers,
to study the city and de-
vise a comprehensive flood
management plan. The re-
sult was the construction
of two reservoirs—Osman
Sagar and Himayat Sagar—
that protected Hyderabad
from future deluges while
providing drinking wa-
ter for generations. But
the Nizam went further.
When an officer suggested
adding a sewage drainage
system alongside storm
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Nizams played a key role in laying the
foundations of modern Hyderabad
Major contributions to reservoirs, roads,
sanitation, healthcare and public infrastructure
Strong emphasis on education, universities and
institutional development
CM Revanth Reddy paid rich tribute to the
Nizams in the Assembly
Nizams' complex legacy continues to shape
Hyderabad’s urban landscape
Civic and welfare initiatives from the Nizam
era continue to impact everyday life in
Telangana.

water drains to improve
city hygiene, the Nizam
immediately embraced the
idea and discussed it with
Visvesvaraya, who strongly
supported it.

This commitment to san-
itation placed Hyderabad
among the most advanced
cities in India. Of 5,161
cities today, only 269 have
water treatment systems.
Hyderabad is one of them—
thanks to the Nizams.
A Sewerage Treatment
Plant was established at
Asif Nagar, and another at
Amberpet using oxidation

pond technology treated
53 million litres per day,
with treated water irrigat-
ing 1,100 acres. It was one
of only three or four such
plants in the entire country.
Sanitation expert Dr. Gade
Venkatesh notes that the
Nizams focused more on the
betterment of common peo-
ple than on hoarding wealth.
In 1921 alone, the seventh
Nizam spent Rs 3,71,923 on
public health and sanitation
from a municipal budget of
Rs 7,90,879—mnearly half
the entire outlay. Manual
scavenging was almost

Compassion.
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abolished, and sanitary
workers were treated as a
privileged class. The sev-
enth Nizam, Mir Osman Ali
Khan, continued this noble
tradition. Born in 1886, he
ruled over Hyderabad, the
largest princely state in
British India. He brought
electricity to the region
and established institutions
that remain pillars of the
city: Osmania University,
Osmania General
Hospital, the State Bank
of Hyderabad, Begumpet
Airport, and the Hyderabad
High Court. His philan-
thropy extended beyond
infrastructure to education,
healthcare, and industrial
development, including the
Nizam Sugar Factory that
generated employment and
supported farmers through
low-interest advances.

The Nizam’s generosity
even reached the national
stage during times of crisis.
While the myth of his donat-
ing 5,000 kilograms of gold
during the 1965 Indo-Pak
War. This has been stood
as the never before or after

City

service to the nation that Mir
Osman Ali showed for India.
He was a great patriot and al-
ways focused on the devel-
opment of this part of India.
He was known as one of the
richest individuals in history,
yet his wealth was matched
by an extraordinary spirit
of public service. When he
passed away in 1967, over a
million people attended his
funeral—a testament to the
deep affection his people
held for him.

The Nizams’ roads,
drainage systems, and rail-
way infrastructure were
decades ahead of their
time. Their contributions
to education, healthcare,
and urban planning helped
shape modern Hyderabad.
As Dr. Venkatesh observes,
if present-day governments
desired to build a sanita-
tion system on par with the
Nizam’s era, it would take
3,000 years.

Critics rightly recall the
Razakar movement’s atroci-
ties during the Nizam’s final
years. Yet as Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy noted, this
represents perhaps a decade
of aberration in over two
centuries of otherwise en-
lightened rule. Some politi-
cal organizations have used
this history as a weapon
against Telangana’s Muslim
community—an approach
that is both unjust and his-
torically illiterate.

The Nizams were Muslim
rulers of a predominant-
ly Hindu population, and
their administration em-
ployed people of all faiths.
Their legacy belongs to all
Telangana’s people. As we
mark another September
17, there is space both to
honor the freedom struggle
and to acknowledge that
the Nizams, in their golden
period, gave this region a
head start few Indian cities
enjoyed. Their story is one
of vision, compassion, and
unwavering commitment to
the common good—a legacy
worthy of remembrance and
emulation.

Aadhaar authentication mandatory
for subsidised LPG refills from Oct 1

Domestic LPG consum-
ers will be required to com-
plete Biometric Aadhaar
Authentication (BAA) to
continue booking cooking
gas refills at the regulated
price with government sub-
sidy from October 1, 2026,
according to an official
statement on Saturday.

According to the Ministry
of Petroleum &amp;
Natural Gas, the decision is
aimed at ensuring that sub-
sidised LPG reaches eligible
households while prevent-
ing diversion of domestic
cylinders for commercial
and industrial use.

The government said
linking LPG connections
with Aadhaar-authenticated
consumers would help
eliminate duplicate and
ineligible connections and
improve the targeting of
subsidies.

However, consumers who
have already completed bio-
metric Aadhaar authentica-
tion will not be required to
undergo the process again
and can continue booking

refills as usual.

Those who have not com-
pleted authentication will be
able to access subsidised re-
fills only after the process is
completed, it added.

Consumers can complete
BAA through multiple
channels. Authentication
can be carried out during
LPG cylinder delivery us-
ing a mobile application
operated by the delivery
personnel at LPG distribu-

tor showrooms or through
the mobile applications of
oil marketing companies,
the government said.
Moreover, Indane custom-
ers can use IndianOil ONE,
Bharatgas consumers can
access HelloBPCL, while
HP Gas users can complete
the process through HP
PAY. Consumers who do
not wish to complete BAA
will continue to receive
LPG supplies, but only at

the applicable market price
without subsidy.

Such consumers will need
to register their preference
through their oil marketing
company’s digital platforms,
including web portals, mo-
bile applications, WhatsApp
chatbots, IVRS systems or
other available channels.
They will be supplied 5-kg
or 10-kg cylinders, subject
to local availability.

According to official

data, 27.43 crore active
domestic LPG consumers
had completed biometric
Aadhaar authentication as
of September 19 which rep-
resents almost 90 per cent of
the consumer base.

The government noted
that oil marketing compa-
nies have been conduct-
ing a nationwide outreach
campaign since October
2023, including SMS and
WhatsApp messages, field
visits by distributors and
delivery staff, special en-
rolment camps, IVRS re-
minders and awareness
campaigns across digital
and traditional media.

The government also
noted that the implicit sub-
sidy on a 14.2-kg domestic
cylinder stood at around Rs
210 in September 2026.

It added that directing
subsidies only to genuine
beneficiaries was essen-
tial for sustaining the pro-
gramme amid mounting
under-recoveries borne by
public sector oil marketing
companies.

Festive hiring
may rise
15-20%, create
2-2.5 lakh jobs
in H2 2026

India’s festive hiring is
expected to rise 15-20 per
cent this year, generating
around 2-2.5 lakh season-
al and gig opportunities in
the second half of 2026,
according to a report by
NLB Services.

The report said em-
ployers are increasing-
ly planning their festive
workforce 12—-14 weeks
in advance instead of rely-
ing on last-minute hiring.
Major recruitment areas
are expected to include
last-mile delivery, ware-
housing, retail, custom-
er experience, inventory
management, field opera-
tions and hospitality.

Tier-1I and Tier-III cit-
ies are projected to ac-
count for 45-50 per cent
of festive hiring, with re-
cruitment in these markets
expected to grow 25-30
per cent. Freshers could
make up 20-25 per cent of
hires, while female festive
hiring may increase 30-35
per cent.

India, Italy entering
more demanding
phase of bilateral
ties: Report

As Brussels moves the trade agreement between India
and the European Union (EU) towards signature, India
and Italy are entering a more demanding phase of their
ties, with John Cabot University recently launching the
first Track 1.5 dialogue to analyse how the ties between
the two nations have changed over the years, according
to a report.

While the EU is accelerating engagement with India,
the bilateral ties between Rome and New Delhi have
been changing rapidly in recent years, according to a
report in Decode39.

India and Italy established a Strategic Partnership in
2023, adopted a Joint Strategic Action Plan for 2025-
2029 in 2024 and elevated ties to a Special Strategic
Partnership during Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit
to Italy in May. Under the new framework, the Foreign
Ministers-led mechanism will monitor implementation
of the Action Plan and provide strategic guidance to the
relationship.

Recently, the first Italy—India Track 1.5 Dialogue was
organised by the Guarini Institute for Public Affairs
at John Cabot University (JCU) in Rome. India’s
Ambassador to Italy, Vani Rao, attended the event’s
public programme. The discussion was held under the
Chatham House Rule and analysed how the ties between
India and Italy have changed over the years as the two
countries are set to mark the 80th anniversary of diplo-
matic ties in 2027.

The event highlighted an economic relationship be-
tween India and Italy, whose potential is more than the
infrastructure that backs it. Financial institutions can
play a greater role in facilitating commerce between
India and Italy, while non-tariff barriers and regulatory
divergence continue to obstruct deeper integration be-
tween the two nations, according to the Decode39 report.

A similar transition between India and Italy is taking
place in the defence sector. Defence cooperation be-
tween India and Italy now encompasses personnel ex-
changes, procurement, research and development and
industrial partnerships. The two nations also engage in
naval visits and training activities.

Italy and India are on opposite sides of a maritime
system linking the Indo-Pacific, the Middle East and
Europe and protecting the routes running through this
space is an economic and security interest. India—Middle
East—Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) becomes rele-
vant in this framework.

The IMEC for Italy provides a geographic link be-
tween its growing engagement in the Indo-Pacific and
its traditional Mediterranean projection, while it offers
India another way to strengthen ties with European mar-
kets through the Gulf and the Mediterranean.

“The 80th anniversary of diplomatic relations and the
year dedicated to cultural tourism, both in 2027, will
offer an opportunity to broaden these foundations fur-
ther. The Guarini Institute intends to build on the first
Track 1.5 dialogue with a larger initiative at John Cabot
University next year,” Emanuele Rossi wrote in the
Decode39 report.

“The point, however, extends beyond commemora-
tion: with a Special Strategic Partnership, an Action Plan
running through 2029, a €20 billion trade target, growing
defence cooperation, the European FTA and IMEC in the
background, the challenge is now to turn this architec-
ture into results. Eighty years after diplomatic relations
began, Rome and New Delhi no longer need simply to
reaffirm their desire for closer friendship: they need to
define what, in practice, a Special Strategic Partnership
can deliver,” the author added.

On September 17, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni wished PM Modi on his 76th birthday, saying
that both nations continue to strengthen their “deep bond
of friendship” and build together a future of cooperation
and prosperity.

In response, PM Modi thanked PM Meloni for her
warm wishes and noted that he looks forward to close
cooperation between India and Italy.

Earlier this month, PM Modi congratulated Meloni on
becoming the longest-serving Prime Minister in Italy’s
postwar history and wished her continued success in
the years ahead. He appreciated her efforts in strength-
ening the Special Strategic Partnership between the two
nations.

Meloni, thanking PM Modi, said that the ties between
the two nations are right now stronger than ever be-
fore, while the “Special Strategic Partnership that we
launched during our last meeting is the recognition of
the importance of this bond and of the will to unite the
expertise of our Nations to create new opportunities for
growth, seizing the extraordinary opportunities for col-
laboration that we have before us”.
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alarivan is already look-
ing to put her double-silver success
behind her and shift focus to the next
challenge, with the Indian shooter set
to compete in the mixed team 10m air
rifle event at the Aichi-Nagoya Asian
Games.

Elavenil enjoyed a memorable day
at the Games on Sunday, helping India
win silver in the women’s 10m air ri-
fle team event before claiming anoth-
er silver in the individual competition
at the Aichi Pref. General Shooting
Gallery.

However, with the mixed team
event still to come, the shooter said
she would take the learnings from
Sunday’s competition but treat the
next day as a fresh start.

“I think, of course, today’s success
is something that I would... Today’s
learning is something that I would be
taking from here today. But tomorrow
again, it’s a new day; it’s a new chal-
lenge for me,” Elavenil replied to an
IANS query during a media interac-
tion.

“We have the pre-event training to-
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Air Rifle Women - Shooting - Asian Games 2026

she returns home.

“Of course, there is plenty of time
for me once I am back at my home to
celebrate,” she said.

With another event still to come,
Elavenil also had a message for young
shooters and athletes watching her
performance.

“I think my message would be to
believe in themselves. I mean, I keep
telling this because I kind of have late-
ly been doing this, that is, believing

Asian Games: Deepika’s magic helps Indian women'’s
hockey team thrash Uzbekistan 19-0 in Pool A opener

Kakamigahara City, Sept 20

The India women’s hockey
team began their Asian Games
2026 campaign with a dominant
19-0 win over Uzbekistan in their
Pool B opener at Gifu Prefectural
Green Stadium on Sunday.

Deepika was the star of the
match, scoring a whopping
eight goals. Ishika scored three,
while Lalthantluangi and Neha
each bagged two. Baljeet Kaur,
Navneet Kaur, Lalremsiami and
Sakshi Rana each scored one.

The match marked Savita
Punia’s 320th senior interna-
tional cap. She joined Vandana
Katariya as the joint-most capped
Indian women’s hockey player.
Meanwhile, Baljeet completed
her 50th senior international cap.

India will next take on
Indonesia on Monday.

Indian women were all guns
blazing, riding on Deepika’s hat-
trick, as they were 8-0 in front
against Uzbekistan at half-time.
After the break, India looked
in no mood to give Uzbekistan
a chance to score, and Deepika
was once again at her supreme
best, scoring four goals in a row
to stretch India’s lead to 13-0.

Hockey Women’s World Cup
2026 — their best result at the
tournament in more than five de-
cades.

Led by captain Salima Tete,
the Indian women will aim to
improve on their bronze-medal
finish at the 2023 Asian Games
and challenge for only their sec-
ond Asian Games gold medal.

The stakes extend far beyond
the podium at the Asian Games,
as the tournament serves as the
primary gateway to the Olympic
Games Los Angeles 2028.

For every team taking the field,
finishing positions will directly
determine their Olympic trajec-
tory. While the champions earn
the ultimate prize, an immedi-
ate ticket to LA28, the event
also provides critical qualify-
ing berths for the FIH Hockey
Olympic Qualifiers.

Then Ishika, Lalthantluangi,
Sakshi and Navneet joined the
party, extinguishing any hopes
for Uzbekistan and wrapping up
the dominant 19-0 win to start
their campaign in style.

The Indian women arrived at
the Asian Games with consider-
able momentum after a histor-
ic fifth-place finish at the FIH

India begin men’s hockey
title defence with 13-1
rout of Indonesia

the women’s game.

Smriti becomes leading c women's game.

e hit against Hon;
T20I run-scorer across Kong in the Asia Cup to
men’s and women'’s cricket supass Mithalis tally of

morrow, and we have the mixed dou-
bles match day after. So my goal is
just to leave this off, take the learning
from today’s event and head on to the

next one,” she added.

Elavenil said she does not want the
celebrations surrounding her two med-
als to distract her from the competition
ahead, knowing she will have enough
time to enjoy the achievement once

in myself, because when one starts to
believe in themselves, I think there is
no stopping. Let it be sports, let it be
culture, let it be education, let it be

whatever field they are choosing to

be,” she said.

“If they have the trust in themselves
that they can achieve what they want. I
think that is the biggest takeaway that
I can give,” she added.

Talented Vaibhav Sooryavanshi has a
long way to go, says Sanath Jayasuriya

Gurugram, Sept 20

Legendary Sri
Lanka cricketer Sanath
Jayasuriya has laud-
ed young Indian bat-
ting sensation Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi, saying
that he has a long way
to go, while terming
Abhishek Sharma and
Sanju Samson as talented
and proven players.

15-year-old
Sooryavanshi, who made
his international debut in
the T201 tour of England
in July. was recently
an unused member in
India’s 3-0 series win
over Afghanistan at the
Arun Jaitley Stadium, as
Abhishek and Sanju made
346 runs between them-
selves across the series,
including sharing a 142-

run opening stand in the
third T201.

The trio are in Japan
for the historic one-off
T20I in Sano on Tuesday,
before playing in the
Asian Games in Nagoya,
Japan. “They’re talented
and they’ve been prov-
en players and all three,
Sooryavanshi and all these
players are really good.
Sooryavanshi has a long
way to go and when he
will get the opportunity, he
will do good,” Jayasuriya
said to IANS on the side-
lines of the launch of the

Corporate Cricket World
Cup on Sunday.

Commenting on Sri
Lanka’s prospects at the
Asian Games, where the
women’s team is set to
battle against India in the
gold medal game and the
men’s campaign is sched-
uled to kick off later this
week, Jayasuriya backed
both squads to deliver
strong performances. “I
think we have a talent-
ed, good team for Asian
Games, men’s and wom-
en’s and they’re doing
well and I hope they will
continue to do well,” he
noted.

He also reserved spe-
cial praise for rising Sri
Lankan batting all-round-
er Sonal Dinusha, and
hailed his ability to deliv-
er under pressure.

Nagoya, Sept 20

India launched their
Asian Games men’s hock-
ey title defence in emphat-
ic fashion, decimating
Indonesia 13-1 in their
opening Pool A encounter
on Sunday.

Eight different goal-scor-
ers were on target for the
Indian team, headlined by
Dilpreet Singh’s four-goal
haul, as India put on a clin-
ical display from the first
whistle to the last. With a
comprehensive win to start
their campaign, India will
next take on Sri Lanka in
their second Pool A fixture
on September 22.

India got off to a fast
start with Shilanand Lakra
converting a rebound
off Harmanpreet Singh’s
saved drag-flick in the 6th
minute, before Abhishek
doubled the advantage in
the 12th minute, turning
home a rebound after the
initial effort was parried
by Indonesia custodian
Alam Fajar. Despite Fajar
producing a couple of ear-
ly saves to deny Mandeep
Singh, India carried the
momentum into the break,
closing the first quarter
with a 2-0 lead.

The second quarter saw
the Men in Blue run riot.
Dilpreet Singh struck twice

inside two minutes (18th,
19th) to open his account
for the tournament, fol-
lowed by a well-worked
finish from Rajinder Singh
in the 19th minute and a
first goal of the campaign
for Mandeep Singh (21st).

Harmanpreet Singh add-
ed a penalty corner strike
in the 28th minute, though
he had earlier seen a pen-
alty stroke saved by Fajar
diving to his right. India
went into the half-time
break with a commanding
7-0 lead, having found the
target from open play, pen-
alty corners, and a variety
of combinations across the
pitch.

Indonesia found their
first goal of the match ear-
ly in the third quarter when
captain Aulia Al Ardh con-
verted a penalty corner in
the 33rd minute, reducing
the deficit to 7-1 after a
video referral confirmed
the decision in Indonesia’s
favour.

India responded swift-
ly to the setback, with
Shilanand Lakra netting his
second of the match (35th)
and Dilpreet Singh com-
pleting his hat-trick (37th),
before Sukhjeet Singh
joined the scoring column
in the 38th minute to push
the lead out to 10-1 by the
end of the third quarter.

Nisshin, Sept 20

India vice-captain
Smriti Mandhana add-
ed another feather to
her illustrious cap as
she became the leading
run-scorer in T20I crick-
et across men’s and wom-
en’s game on Sunday.

Mandhana achieved
the milestone during the
Asian Games semifinal
against Bangladesh wom-
en at the Korogi Sports
Park with a strong cam-
eo of 37 from 19 balls.
The Indian vice-captain
surpassed former New
Zealand cricketer Suzie
Bates to top the run-scor-
ers’ list. She now has
4788 runs in 171 innings.

Coming into the game,
Mandhana had 4751 runs
in 170 innings and need-
ed to score only eight to
go past the New Zealand
icon, and she did that
pretty early in her innings
when she hit a couple of
fours in her first seven
balls with two singles too.

Mandhana and Bates
were already above the
leading run-scorer in
men’s T20Is - Babar Azam
- and have now made fur-
ther gap from him.

Most runs in T20I
cricket (men’s and wom-
en’s):

1 - Smriti Mandhana:
4,788 runs

2 - Suzie Bates: 4,758
runs

3 - Babar Azam: 4,596
runs

4 - Jos Buttler: 4,292
runs

5 - Harmanpreet Kaur:
4,287 runs

Mandhana had recent-
ly become the leading
run-scorer in women’s
international cricket as
well. During the Asia
Cup, she broke the record
of former India skipper
Mithali Raj to become the
most prolific run-scorer in

10,868 runs and also hit
her 18th international hun-
dred, which was the most
in women’s international
cricket, making her go
past the legendary Meg
Lanning. The century re-
cord was later equalled by
South Africa women’s cap-
tain Laura Wolvaardt.
Coming to the Asiad
semifinal, India opted to bat
first against Bangladesh.
The Women in Blue are
looking to defend their
gold medal from the 2023
Hangzhou Games. They
defeated hosts Japan in the
quarterfinal earlier.

India women beat Singapore for second
straight TT win, men lose to Iran

Toyota, Sept 20

India women’s table tennis reg-
istered a come-from-behind win
against Singapore in a thrilling
second tie in Group F at the Sky
Hall Toyota here on Sunday.

India were trailing 1-2 against
Singapore before Sreeja Akula
and Yashaswini Ghorpade staged
a comeback to win their matches
and hand India a 3-2 win in their
second Group F tie. They had earli-
er beaten Indonesia in their opener
3-0.

After their first two ties, the
Indian side is on top of Group
F with four points from three
matches, and they will be meeting
Pakistan next in their last group-
stage outing on Monday.

Against Singapore, Yashaswini
started strongly with a 3-1 win
over Jian Zeng before Sreeja came
second best in a thrilling five-game
encounter against Ming Loy. She
lost 2-3 as Singapore levelled
the tie before Zhao Tan defeated
Diya Chitale in four games to help
Singapore lead the tie 2-1.

With their backs against the wall,
the Indian team staged a comeback

as Sreeja came roaring in her sec-
ond match after losing the first
game 6-11. She won the next three
games 11-3, 11-7, 11-4 to win the
match 3-1 as India levelled the tie
2-2.

Yashaswini, who started with
a win in the first match against
Singapore, then returned for the
decider and showed nerves of
steel to win 3-2 despite losing the
first game 5-11. She won the next
two games 11-8, 12-10 but lost the
fourth one 4-11. The fifth game
also went to the distance before
the Indian held her composure to

take the final game 11-9 and win
the match and the tie for India.

Meanwhile, the men’s team
also won their Group F opener
against Indonesia by 3-0. Sathiyan
Gnanasekran defeated Muhammad
Negara 3-0, Manav Thakkar beat
Muhammad Junindra 3-2, while
Manush Shah beat Affan Pratama
3-0 to hand India a 3-0 victory.

The men’s side also went down
in the second tie to Iran 0-3 later.
Manush Shah, Manav Thakkar and
Harmeet Desai all lost their match-
es as India men’s team lost their
second group outing.

Rishabh Das finishes
sixth in the men’s 100m
backstroke final

Tokyo, Sept 20

Indian swimmer Rishabh
Das finished sixth in the
men’s 100m backstroke fi-
nal at the Asian Games af-
ter clocking 54.77 seconds
on Sunday.

China’s Jiayu Xu won
the gold with the timing
of 51.98, while Hidekazu
Takehara (53.93) pock-
eted silver and Juho Lee
of South Korea (53.94)
bagged the bronze medal.

Das booked his place
in the men’s 100m back-
stroke final after produc-
ing a strong performance
in the heats, finishing fifth
overall with a time of 54.85
seconds. Das finished third
in Heat 3, just 0.42 seconds
behind Juho Lee, while
China’s Asian record hold-
er Jiayu topped the overall
standings in 52.63 seconds
in the heats.

Meanwhile, Das’ compa-
triot Utkarsh Patil narrowly
missed out on a place in the
final. He clocked 56.19 sec-

onds to finish sixth in his
heat and 12th overall.

India endured a less en-
couraging outing in the
men’s 100m freestyle heats.
Rohit Benedicton finished
fifth in Heat 5 with a tim-
ing of 50.25 seconds and
was 12th overall, earning
areserve spot. Akash Mani
finished eighth in the same
heat in 50.85 seconds and
did not advance.

Das’ campaign at the
2026 Asian Games has not
ended, as he will now shift
his focus to the S0m back-
stroke event on Monday,
with Olympian Srihari
Natraj also in the fray.

I

SWIMMING |l MEN'S 100M BACKSTROKE FINAL
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‘Want to focus on my
batting’: Nigar Sultana

on decision to leave
T20I captaincy

Bangladesh captain
Nigar Sultana has stat-
ed that her decision to
leave the T20I captaincy
is to focus on her batting,
brushing aside the reports
that she was hurt after not
getting support from the
Bangladesh Cricket Board

during tough times.

Nisshin, Sept 20

Sultana had informed

runs,” said Nigar.

sion to leave the T20I captaincy following the Asian
Games and opened up on the rationale behind that after
Bangladesh’s loss to India in the Asian Games semi-
final on Sunday. “No, it’s totally (false that I left the
captaincy because I was hurt). As a batter, as a player,
I have a lot more to give to my country and my team.
So I want to focus on that, and that’s why I made this
decision,” Nigar told the media after the 114-run defeat
to India at the Korogi Sports Park.

Bangladesh were steamrolled by India in the semifi-
nal as their batters failed to put up a fight in the 196-run
chase against the defending gold medallists.

The Bangladeshi skipper admitted the shortcomings
of the batters, while also pointing out that the bowlers
could have fared better. “When you’re chasing a big
total, this kind of collapse is natural. With slightly bet-
ter bowling, we could have restricted them to fewer

the BCB of her deci-
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Delhi Police trace minor girl after 8

years, recover h

Delhi Police have solved an
eight-year-old missing-person
case after tracing a girl, who
had disappeared as a minor from
Anand Parbat in 2018, to Bihar’s
Samastipur district.

The girl was 14 years old when
she went missing on October 14,
2018, following which a kidnap-
ping case was registered at Anand
Parbat police station.

Over the years, the Anti-Human
Trafficking Unit (AHTU) of
Central District carried out exten-
sive searches, examining CCTV
footage and checking around 90
shelter homes for girls, 52 orphan-
ages, religious places and other
locations across Delhi-NCR.

A breakthrough came a few
months ago when police received
information suggesting that
she might be in Kanpur, Uttar
Pradesh. A police team travelled
there, but learnt that she had
moved from the location shortly

before their arrival.

Investigators continued to de-
velop leads and later received
information that she was residing
in Bihar’s Samastipur district.
Acting on the input, the team
reached Samastipur on September
15.

Through technical surveillance,
field verification and local enqui-
ries, police narrowed her location
to Shahpur Patori and recovered

er from Bihar
. | - L

her with the assistance of local

police.

She was brought back to Delhi
on September 17, underwent med-
ical examination and counselling,
and her statement was record-
ed under the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita.

After completing the required
legal formalities, police handed
her over to her parents, reuniting
the family after eight years.

Woman biker sends
chocolate to auto driver

4

The moment was shared
on Instagram by Alisha
Ansari. In the clip, Alisha
was seen riding through
heavy traffic when she
spotted a woman driving
an auto-rickshaw nearby.

Rather than sim-
ply passing by, Alisha
reached into the tank bag
on her bike and took out a
chocolate. She then asked
a scooter rider next to her
to pass it on to the auto
driver.

The man took the choc-
olate and handed it to the
woman behind the wheel.
Once Alisha saw that her
small gift had reached its
intended recipient, she
gave a thumbs-up.

The gesture was sim-
ple, but the thought be-
hind it is what made the
moment stand out. Alisha
then turned towards the
camera and spoke about
women who take up de-
manding jobs and work
hard to support their chil-
dren, families and par-

in Bengaluru traffic

ents.

She shared the video
with the caption, “Women
ho ya men, mehnat sabki
khaas hai (Whether wom-
en or men, everyone’s
hard work is special.)”

The clip was immedi-
ately loved by viewers,
who praised Ansari for
acknowledging another
woman’s work in such a
spontaneous way. Many
found the exchange espe-
cially heartwarming be-
cause it was not a grand
gesture, but a small act
of kindness between two
strangers sharing the
same busy road.

In a city where traf-
fic jams are usually as-
sociated with honking,
impatience and hurried
commutes, the brief ex-
change offered something
different. A biker spotted
another woman working
through the rush-hour
chaos and chose to re-
mind her that her effort
mattered.

At 81, this Gurugram dadi
is still travelling, working
and living life her way

An 81-year-old grand- a

mother from Gurugram
is still filling her calendar
with travel, work and so-
cial plans, and she has no
intention of slowing down.
From taking a cruise to
Alaska to running her
business, she continues to .
lead a life that keeps her
granddaughter wondering
how she manages it all.

Mehar Toor, an entrepreneur, shared an Instagram
video introducing her ‘OG Sherni’ grandmother to the
viewers. The clip showed the two chatting casually,
while Mehar asked her grandmother about her latest
adventures. “Let me introduce to you my 81-year-old
grandmother. She is a businesswoman, an avid traveller
still at the age of 81. What’s up, Dadi?”” Mehar said at
the beginning of the video. “I’'m fine, how are you?” her
grandmother replied.

When Mehar asked what she had been doing lately,
the conversation soon turned to travel. Her grandmother
revealed that she recently went on a cruise to Alaska.

“I have really enjoyed it,” she added. “At 81 years
old?” Mehar asked, clearly impressed.

“Yeah, because I feel fully confident I can, you know,
go anywhere,” her grandmother explained. Mehar then
told her, “You also look 22 years old,” before asking what
advice she would give younger people.

Her grandmother did not offer a complicated formula.
Instead, she spoke about finding a balance between am-
bition and enjoying life.

“I say that they should enjoy their life. They should
work, they should work hard, and eat good food. At the
same time, they should look after themselves,” she said.

“The OG Sherni — My 81-year-old grandmother is
more active than I am — she lives alone, continues to
travel the world, has an endless calendar of kitty parties
and a spirit you can spot from a mile away. And that’s
what Sherni is to me — it’s someone who refuses to give
up or slow down even when ‘society’ expects you to,”
Mehar Toor wrote in the caption.

Delhi woman vandalises auto, abuses driver
Video goes viral

outside metro station,

A road-rage incident
outside a metro station
in north-west Delhi has
gone viral after a woman
was filmed vandalising
an auto-rickshaw during
a heated confrontation
with its driver. The video
also captured her claim-
ing that no action would
be taken against her be-
cause she was “from
staff”.

The incident took place
outside Haiderpur Badli
Mor Metro Station. The
video was shared on
Instagram by a Rapido
driver named Vishal,
who was passing the spot
when he noticed the com-
motion.

The clip began with the
woman standing in front
of the auto-rickshaw

and trying to damage its
headlight. She tried to hit
it repeatedly but failed to
break it. Then she turned
her attention to the ve-
hicle’s wiper and bent it
while continuing to argue
with the driver.

The situation soon be-
came more heated as the
woman was heard hurling

tration number of the car
in which the woman had
arrived.

The video has since
circulated widely on so-
cial media, with users
questioning the woman’s
behaviour and calling for
action over the damage to
the auto-rickshaw.

Several people also
tagged the official Delhi
Police handle while shar-
ing the clip. However, at

Sailor Father And Son Unexpectedly Cross
Paths In The Middle Of The Ocean

What are the odds of a father and
son, both sailors, crossing paths in
the middle of a vast ocean while
aboard two different ships? To be
honest, very slim. But for Rusheel
Saran and his father, that extraordi-
nary coincidence became a moment
that they will remember for life.

Rusheel took to Instagram to share
the chance encounter he had with
his father. In a video, he explained
that they are both sailors, but they
were sailing on separate vessels and
in totally different directions when
their paths unexpectedly crossed.

“It Turned Out To Be My Father”

“Today I had what might be one
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of the most iconic father-son mo-
ments of my life, and it happened
in the middle of the ocean. I was
sailing north when I noticed a mas-
sive vessel approaching us from the
opposite direction. So naturally, 1
checked the charts, and that’s when
I realised who it was,” he said in the
clip. “It turned out to be my father.
His ship was headed south, and my
ship was headed north.”

The encounter was particularly
meaningful because of the vastness
of the ocean and the unlikely cir-
cumstances that brought the two
ships together. Reflecting on the
moment, Rusheel recalled some-

thing his father told him.

“One Unforgettable Moment”

“Somewhere in this vast nothing-
ness, a father and son found each
other, sailing in different direc-
tions yet united by the same ocean.
Maybe that’s what growing up is.
You eventually set your own course,
but you never really stopped sailing
with the person who taught you how
to navigate through life,” his father
told him.

In the caption of the post, Rusheel
wrote, “A one in a billion chance
brought my Papa and me, two gen-
erations of sailors, together in the
middle of the ocean. Two ships, two
journeys, and one unforgettable mo-
ment.”

The video has struck a chord with
viewers online, with many describ-
ing the chance meeting as a remind-
er of the enduring bond between
parents and their children.

“Oofff, this hit me like a truck,”
said a user.

Another commented, “This is
the rarest of rare moments in a
Seafarer’s life.”

“This is so wholesome, dude.
What a beautiful moment,” an indi-
vidual commented.

In a bizarre Vishwakarma Puja
celebration, villagers in West
Bengal stopped a moving local
train, climbed on it and began
performing rituals around the lo-
comotive with drums, sweets and
traditional decorations.

A video of the incident was
shared on Instagram by Sweety
Paik, who also participated in the
puja. The video showed several
men standing in the middle of the
railway track, holding a red gam-
chha and two banana leaves with
their stems, both commonly used
during religious rituals.

As the train approached, the men
remained on the tracks instead of
moving away. The train eventually
came to a halt, revealing that it is
a local service travelling towards
Sealdah in Kolkata.

Once the train stopped, the men
climbed onto the front of the loco-
motive to begin the Vishwakarma
Puja. They tied banana leaves to

Villagers stand on tracks, stop local train
in Bengal for Yishwakarma Puja rituals

the front of the train and decorated
the locomotive with the red gam-
chha. The ritual then continued
with traditional offerings, drums
and sweets.

Several people were seen gath-
ered around the train as drummers
performed during the ceremony.
The loco pilot, meanwhile, ap-
peared visibly unhappy about the
situation as the celebrations took
place around the locomotive.

The video shows the participants
continuing with the rituals despite
the obvious risks involved in stop-
ping a moving train and standing
on the tracks.

The footage was widely shared
on Instagram and Facebook, where
viewers reacted with surprise to the
bizarre manner in which the puja
was conducted. Several people
also pointed out the risks of stand-
ing on an active railway track and
stopping a train for a religious cer-
emony.

Vishwakarma Puja is widely cel-
ebrated across West Bengal, par-
ticularly among people associated
with machinery, tools, factories
and other forms of skilled work.
Vehicles and machines are often
cleaned and decorated as part of
the celebrations, with people of-
fering prayers for safety and pros-
perity.

Stopping a local train on an ac-
tive railway route, however, was
certainly an odd way to mark the
occasion.

Teachers cross river
to reach school,

daily

Tea vendor spots exhausted
mother, dances to comfort
her crying child on train

abuse at the auto driver.

At one point, she was
also heard saying that
no action would be tak-
en against her as she was
“from staff”.

Vishal continued re-
cording the incident
from a distance. Towards
the end of the video, he
also showed the regis-

the time of publishing,
it was unclear whether
a police complaint had
been filed or if any action
had been taken in connec-
tion with the incident.
The video has also
left users debating how
disputes on the road can
quickly escalate into van-
dalism and verbal abuse.
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An 81-year-old grandmother from Gurugram is still
filling her calendar with travel, work and social plans,
and she has no intention of slowing down. From taking
a cruise to Alaska to running her business, she contin-
ues to lead a life that keeps her granddaughter wonder-
ing how she manages it all.

Mehar Toor, an entrepreneur, shared an Instagram
video introducing her ‘OG Sherni’ grandmother to the
viewers. The clip showed the two chatting casually,
while Mehar asked her grandmother about her latest
adventures. “Let me introduce to you my 81-year-old
grandmother. She is a businesswoman, an avid travel-
ler still at the age of 81. What’s up, Dadi?”” Mehar said
at the beginning of the video. “I’m fine, how are you?”
her grandmother replied.

When Mehar asked what she had been doing late-
ly, the conversation soon turned to travel. Her grand-
mother revealed that she recently went on a cruise to
Alaska.

“I have really enjoyed it,” she added. “At 81 years
0ld?” Mehar asked, clearly impressed.

“Yeah, because I feel fully confident I can, you know,
go anywhere,” her grandmother explained. Mehar then
told her, “You also look 22 years old,” before asking
what advice she would give younger people.

Her grandmother did not offer a complicated formu-
la. Instead, she spoke about finding a balance between
ambition and enjoying life.

A woman travelling
with a child after his
medical treatment in
Gorakhpur received a
sweet gesture of kind-
ness from a tea seller on a
train. Seeing the exhaust-
ed mother struggling to
calm her crying child, the
vendor first offered her a
cup of tea and then decid-
ed to entertain the little
one himself.

The tea seller, identified
as Raja Babu from Patna,
was seen in a video danc-
ing energetically in the
aisle of the passenger
train. With the child still
crying, he kept danc-
ing and making playful
moves in an attempt to
distract him and bring a
smile to his face.

His effort soon ap-
peared to work. The
child’s attention shift-

ed towards the dancing
vendor, while the mother
smiled at the unexpected
attempt to comfort her
son.

Fellow passengers also
watched the impromptu
performance, with several
reacting with smiles and
applause.

The video captured
Raja Babu turning a tiring
journey into a brief mo-
ment of joy. Rather than
simply continuing with
his work, he noticed the
mother’s exhaustion and
chose to do something to
ease the situation.

The video went viral on
X and quickly garnered
praise from social media
users. Many appreciated
the tea seller for noticing
the mother’s situation and
making an effort to help

without being asked.
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