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Bmldmg Collapse In Delhl

1 Dead, Six People Re

scued After

New Delhi, Sept 6:

One person was killed
while six people have
been rescued so far from
the collapsed multi-sto-
rey building at the capi-
tal’s Satya Niketan area
on Sunday, officials said,
even as the Congress and
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) sought a high-lev-
el probe into the incident
and sought accountability
of those responsible.

Delhi Police said that
the building was 40-50
years old, comprising a
basement and five upper
floors, and was used as
a PG accommodation.
Repair work was under-
way in the basement when
the incident occurred.

One resident was ex-
tricated from the rubble
and taken to the AIIMS
Trauma Department,
where he was declared
dead.

Speaking to IANS,
Congress MP Deepender

) R

Singh Hooda called the
incident “extremely trag-
ic”.

While maintaining that
it is not the time for a
“political blame game, he
said: “Everyone can see
the conditions in which
the PG accommodations
are functioning in this
area. Who is sanctioning
their layout plans? Who

is certifying their fire
safety? What role is the
MCD playing? What role
is the NDMC playing?
What is the role of the
Fire Department and the
Delhi government, and
where is the accountabil-
ity of the local MLA and
ministers? Someone must
be held accountable.”
“Such incidents have

been taking place every
year,” he said while re-
ferring to the deaths of
five students in the Saket
building collapse incident.

Hooda claimed that stu-
dents themselves pulled
out three of their mates
from the rubble. “The
government and the au-
thorities should answer
for this,” he stated.

Iran War May

Last Six Months:
Former Us Defence
Secretary
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DELHI COURT
SENDS
SWATANTRA
BHARADWAJ TO
ONE-DAY JUDICIAL
CUSTODY

New Delhi, Sept 6

A Delhi court on
Sunday remanded self-
styled “influencer”
Swatantra Bharadwaj to
one day of judicial cus-
tody after the completion
of his one-day police cus-
tody in connection with
the alleged assault of the
father of a minor girl ac-
tivist during a protest at
Jantar Mantar.

Duty Judicial
Magistrate First Class
(JMFC) Anjali Singh
passed the order after
Bharadwaj was produced
before the court through
video conferencing.

The Delhi Police had
sought 14 days of judicial
custody for Bharadwa;.

Ahead of Telangana Assembly session,
Congress demands KCR’s resignation

Hyderabad, Sept 6

Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee
(TPCC) staged a ‘Maha
dharna’ at Indira Park
here on Sunday to de-
mand the resignation of
Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS) President K.
Chandrasekhar Rao as
the Leader of Opposition
and also as Member of
Legislative Assembly.

Congress leaders, includ-
ing ministers, criticised
KCR for drawing salaries

and allowances but not
attending the Assembly
session.

They said that the former
Chief Minister was g using
public money but staying
away from the people.

They demanded that
former CM KCR resign
from his MLA post, cit-
ing his failure to attend the
Assembly for a thousand
days, his neglect of the re-
sponsibilities as Leader of
Opposition, and his inac-
cessibility to the people of
his constituency.

They alleged that KCR
had drawn Rs 1.32 crore
in salary while staying
at his farmhouse and not
attending the Assembly.
They also alleged that Rs
21 crore from the exche-
quer had been spent on
his security and bullet-
proof vehicles. Ministers
Ponnam Prabhakar, D.
Sridhar Babu, Mohammed
Azharuddin, government
advisor Hanumantha Rao,
senior leader Jagga Reddy
and others participated in
the protest.

Iranian, Turkish, Saudi FMs discuss Hormuz security

Tehran, Sept 6

Iranian Foreign Minister
Seyed Abbas Araghchi held
talks by phone with his
Turkish and Saudi counter-
parts on the latest diplomat-
ic efforts to ensure security
in the Strait of Hormuz,
Iran’s official news agency
IRNA reported on Sunday.

Araghchi discussed bi-
lateral issues and the latest
regional developments sep-
arately with Turkish Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan and
Saudi Foreign Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al

Saud on Saturday night, the
report said.
The three Foreign

Ministers also consulted on
the progress of diplomatic
efforts to promote stability

in the West Asia region and
address insecurity in the
Strait of Hormuz resulting
from what Iran described as
“aggressive actions” by the
United States, according to
the report.

The calls came after a
series of naval confron-
tations between Iran and
the United States earlier
Saturday, Xinhua News
Agency reported.

US Central Command
said Saturday on social
media platform X that US
forces had struck three
Iranian crude oil carri-
ers after Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary  Guard
Corps (IRGC) “launched
ballistic missiles toward
two US Navy warships
patrolling regional waters.”

Death toll rises to 994

Two US Navy
vessels
attacked: IRGC

Iran’s aerospace forc-
es attacked an aircraft
carrier and a destroyer
of the US military with
several ballistic missiles
after the vessels ha-
rassed Iranian ships and
participated in the naval
blockade against the
country, Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) said
Sunday. The two mili-
tary vessels fled the con-
flict zone after suffering
damage, the IRGC said
in a statement published
by its official news out-
let, Sepah News.

Dhaka, Sept 6

As many as three chil-
dren died due to mea-
sles-like symptoms in
Bangladesh in the 24
hours until 8 am on
Sunday, raising the total
number of confirmed and
suspected measles-related
fatalities to 994 in 2026,
local media reported.

The latest deaths
were classified as sus-
pected measles fatal-
ities, according to the
Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS).
With the latest fatalities,
the total number of sus-
pected measles fatalities
in Bangladesh has risen
to 894, while confirmed
deaths from measles

remain unchanged at
100, United News of
Bangladesh (UNB) re-
ported.

During the 24-hour pe-
riod, the DGHS recorded
1,043 new suspected mea-
sles cases in Bangladesh,
raising the total number
of suspected cases in
the country to 164,148.
During the same period,
55 new confirmed mea-
sles cases were reported
in Bangladesh, taking the
total number of laborato-
ry-confirmed cases in the
country to 19,696.

As many as 144,168
patients with suspect-
ed measles have been
admitted to hospitals in
Bangladesh since March
15. Among them, 138,772

in Bangladesh Measles

patients have recovered
from measles, according
to the DGHS, United
News of Bangladesh
(UNB) reported.

On September 4,
Bangladesh’s Health and
Family Welfare Minister
Sardar Md Sakhawat
Husain said that a measles
vaccination campaign
will be launched towards
the end of the month.
While speaking to report-
ers after inspecting Sylhet
MAG Osmani Medical
College Hospital, Husain
said that vaccine sup-
plies have been ensured,
Bangladesh-based Dhaka
Tribune reported.

As Bangladesh con-
tinues to witness a sharp
increase in measles cases,

a leading international ad-
vocacy group recently de-
scribed the 2026 outbreak
as one of the country’s
worst public health crises
in recent history, high-
lighting the concern that
the disease is preventable
through vaccination.

In its report titled
‘Preventable Tragedy:
Bangladesh’s 2026
Measles Outbreak’,
Canada-based Global
Centre for Democratic
Governance (GCDG) said
that although the measles
outbreak appeared sudden
to the public, it was not
an unexpected event from
an “epidemiological per-
spective”.

The report noted that
the crisis resulted from

outbreak

a combination of disrup-
tions to vaccine supply
and health programs in
2024-2025 during the
former interim govern-
ment led by Muhammad
Yunus, along with missed
routine vaccinations, can-
cellations of scheduled
supplementary immunisa-
tion programmes, admin-
istrative delays in vaccine
procurement, and a fail-
ure to promptly identify
at-risk populations.

According to GCDG,
Bangladesh had long
procured World Health
Organisation (WHO)-
approved  vaccines
through the United
Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF)’s international
supply chain.

Sagar hooch tragedy: Death toll
rises to 11, CM orders strict action

Sagar (MP)/Bhopal, Sept 6

The death toll in the
suspected spurious li-
quor tragedy in Madhya
Pradesh’s Sagar district
rose to 11 on Sunday,
prompting Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav to order a
thorough probe and the
“strictest possible action”
against those responsible.

“I have instructed the
concerned minister and
officials to visit the site
immediately; we will
take the strictest possible
action and conduct an in-
quiry,” the Chief Minister
said on the incident.

“Our government will
absolutely not tolerate
such incidents,” Yadav
told IANS.

According to infor-
mation, the deaths were
reported from four vil-
lages in the district after
several people allegedly
consumed illicit liquor
on Saturday night.

Around 35 people have
been brought to hospi-
tals for treatment, and
those in serious condi-
tion have been referred
to Bundelkhand Medical
College and the District
Hospital in Sagar.

Doctors treating the
victims reported symp-
toms including bluish dis-
colouration of the body
and muscle stiffness.

District  Collector
Pratibha Pal said reports
of illness and deaths al-
legedly linked to illicit
liquor consumption had
emerged since morning
and an investigation was
underway at the Civil
Hospital.

Medical teams are
conducting screening in
the affected villages and
bringing people who
consumed the suspected
liquor to hospitals for ex-
amination.

Sagar Collector
Pratibha Pal has appealed

Jharkhand
Minister
Sudivya Kumar
passes away

New Delhi, Sept 6

Jharkhand minister
Sudivya Kumar died at
Mercy Hospital in Giridih
after his health suddenly
deteriorated late Saturday
night, plunging the city
into grief. The minister
breathed his last at the
hospital located near the
city’s bus stand, where
he had been brought af-
ter complaining of chest
pain.

According to the infor-
mation available, Sudivya
Kumar had been away
from Giridih for the past
several days and had re-
turned to the district just
two days ago.

During the intervening
night of Saturday and
Sunday, he was at his res-
idence in Harsingraiyadih
when he complained of
chest pain.

India, Saudi review ‘excellent’
state of bilateral relations

Riyadh, Sept 6

Minister of State (MoS)
Kirti Vardhan Singh on
Sunday met with Adel al-
Jubeir, Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs and
Climate Envoy of Saudi
Arabia in Riyadh and
reviewed the ‘excellent’
state of bilateral relations.

“Had a warm and pro-
ductive meeting with
Adel al-Jubeir, Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs
and Climate Envoy of
Saudi Arabia. Reviewed
the excellent state of
India-Saudi bilateral rela-
tions and discussed coop-
eration on climate action,”
MosS Singh said on social
media platform X.

Earlier on Sunday, MoS
Singh met Saudi Arabia’s
Human Resources and
Social Development
Minister Ahmad bin
Sulaiman Alrajhi and
discussed cooperation

in labour and manpower
sectors. “Pleased to meet
Ahmad bin Sulaiman
Alrajhi, Minister of
Human Resources and
Social Development of
Saudi Arabia.

Held wide-ranging
discussions on further
strengthening India—Saudi
Arabia cooperation in
the labour and manpow-
er sector, reflecting the
depth and growing mo-
mentum of our Strategic
Partnership. Grateful to
Ahmad bin Sulaiman
Alrajhi for the invitation
and warm hospitality,”
MoS Singh said on X.

The MoS arrived in
Saudi Arabia, on his first
official visit, on Saturday
and was received by
the country’s Deputy
Minister for International
Affairs under Ministry of
Human Resources and
Social Development,
Tariq Al Hamad.

City police foil rally attempt by BJP

Hyderabad, Sept 6

Police in Hyderabad
foiled the attempts by the
BJP to take out a rally from
Balapur to Bhagyalakshmi
Temple at Charminar
on Sunday, ahead of
Telangana Liberation Day,
drawing angry protests
from the party.

BJP in-charge for

Maheswaram constitu-
ency, Andela Sriramulu
Yadav and other party
leaders were detained
when they tried to take out
‘Vimochana Jaitrayatra’.

The BJP condemned

the denial of permission
for the rally.

“The fact that the
Congress government
denied permission for
a rally from Balapur
to the Charminar
Bhagyalakshmi Temple
on the occasion of
Telangana Liberation Day
clearly demonstrates how
much it fears democracy
and the spirit of patrio-
tism. Having imposed
restrictions on ‘Vande
Mataram,’ the Congress
party is now obstruct-
ing even the celebrations
meant to honour the spirit

of independence,” reads a
social media post by the
party’s Telangana unit.
Meanwhile, Telangana
BJP  President N.
Ramchander Rao asked
if celebrating Telangana
Liberation Day is a crime in
Congress-ruled Telangana.
“Having sunk to deep
depths of appease-
ment, Congress Party
has once again crushed
democracy by “stop-
ping the Vimochana
Jaitrayatra from Balapur
to Charminar and arrest-
ing Maheshwaram BJP
in-charge,” he said.
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YSRCP accuses AP gout of blocking social
media accounts over DSC recruitment

NSS
Amaravati:, Sept.6

The YSR Congress
Party on Sunday slammed
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu for what it called a
dictatorial attitude in block-
ing all the social media ac-
counts that were exposing
the DSC scam, affirming
that the move confirms the
irregularities.

Addressing the media
at the YSRCP’s central
office at Tadepalli, official
spokesperson Putta Siva
Shankar said that the more
Chandrababu Naidu tries
to suppress the rising tide

of public opinion against
DSC, the more will be the
resolve to expose it further.
He condemned the move of
blocking the social media
handles of YSRCP and its
supporters.

The exposure of a per-
son getting the job with-
out writing the mandatory
TET exam and giving a
go-ahead to the reservation
policy, besides the sports
quota sham, has scared the
government, and its fear
has prompted the blocking
of social media posts in the
country, he alleged.

With the irregularities
in DSC gaining steam and
moulding public opinion

against the government,
the state has used the Cyber
Crime Wing to complain to
the Meta Company to block
the Facebook,

Insta, and other social
media platforms from
Sakshi media group to that
of the party and its sym-
pathisers, he said, adding
that the move only con-
firms that there were irreg-
ularities in DSC right from
notification to conduct of
exams and recruitment,
more so in the sports quota.

Such meek steps would
not deter the YSRCP from
exposing the irregularities
in other platforms and also
will tell the Meta Company

about the mischief being
played by the coalition and
will try to restore the ac-
counts, he asserted.

We will also help all the
sympathisers and influ-
encers in every possible
manner to restore their re-
spective accounts and pro-
vide the needed legal aid,
he added.

Meanwhile, reiterating
the demand for a CBI in-
quiry into the irregularities
in the DSC 2025 and the
resignation of Education
Minister Nara Lokesh, the
YSRCP has said that the
coalition is fearing expo-
sure and is shunning the
probe.

Kavitha Demands arrest of constable over obscene
remarks, urges DGP to take immediate action

Hyderabad, Sept.6

Telangana Rakshana Sena
chief Kalvakuntla Kavitha ex-
pressed anger over the State
DGP’s decision to merely
suspend, rather than arrest, a
police constable who alleged-
ly made obscene remarks
against her on social media.
She warned that failure to
take immediate legal action
against the constable would
damage the government’s

reputation internationally.
Speaking to the media at the
Telangana Rakshana Sena
office in Banjara Hills on
Sunday, Kavitha also alleged
that Chief Minister A. Revanth
Reddy used young people to
gain power but later betrayed
them. She demanded that the
government clarify during the
Assembly session what an-
nouncements it would make to
fulfill the promises made to the

youth. Calls for Legal Action
Against the Constable Kavitha
urged the State DGP to initiate
immediate legal proceedings
against the constable, question-
ing whether merely suspending
an officer accused of using
abusive and obscene language
against a woman was sufficient.
She asked why criminal cases
had not been registered against
the constable and said the DGP
should examine the relevant

legal provisions, including
Section 356, Section 79, and
the Information Technology
Act, which, she said, provide
for punishment in such cases.
She argued that if a wom-
an who has spent 20 years in
public life and has served as
an MP, MLC, and party pres-
ident cannot receive adequate
protection from the police,
it raises concerns about the
safety of ordinary women.

TTD to
conduct
E-Auction of
mixed Rice on
Sept 8

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept.6

Tirupati, Sept.6
(NSS): Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) will
conduct an e-auction of mixed
rice on September 8, received
by devotees through the hundi
at the Tirumala Srivari Temple
and other TTD-affiliated tem-
ples.

A total of 20 lots compris-
ing approximately 7,938 kg of
mixed rice will be offered in
the e-auction.

Interested bidders must pay
an EMD of 250,000 online
through the Konugolu portal
by the evening of September
5 to participate in the auction.

For further details, inter-
ested persons may contact the
TTD Marketing (Auctions)
Office, Tirupati, during office
hours at 0877-2264429.

Lab technician
commits suicide in
Siddipet hospital

NSS
Siddipet:, Sept.6

The suicide of a man in-
side the Siddipet Government
Hospital created a flutter after
he was found hanging from the
ceiling on the third floor of the
hospital on Sunday.

Medical lab technician Pavan
Kumar, 31, died by suicide on
Sunday morning. Kumar had
been working at the hospital on
an outsourcing basis for the past
seven years.

Man killed after
being hit by car on
ORR near Narsingi

HYDERABAD: A man
was killed after being hit
by a car on the Outer Ring
Road (ORR) near Narsingi
on Sunday. The identity of
the man was not immediately
known. According to police,
the accident occurred on the
second lane of the ORR when
a car rammed into an uniden-
tified person. The victim sus-
tained severe injuries and died
on the spot.

Congress government aims to bring
prosperity to poor families

Munsif Bureau

Hyderabad, Sept.6

Parkal, September 6:
Parkal MLA Revuri Prakash
Reddy said that bringing
hope and prosperity to
the lives of poor families
and fulfilling every poor
family’s dream of owning
a home is the primary ob-
jective of the Congress-led
people’s government.

On Sunday, the MLA at-
tended as the chief guest at
the inauguration and house-
warming ceremony of new-
ly constructed Indiramma

Houses in the villages
of Linga Madugupalli,
Kamaram, and Gudipad in
Atmakur Mandal.

On the occasion, he in-
augurated the newly built
houses by cutting the rib-
bon. He later congratulated
the beneficiaries by pre-
senting them with shawls
and joined their families in
celebrating the occasion.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Revuri Prakash Reddy
said that inaugurating the
Indiramma Houses was a
moment of great happi-
ness for him. He stated that

bringing smiles to the faces
of poor people is the true
mission of the Congress
people’s government.

He added that the govern-
ment is committed to en-
suring that no village is left
without Indiramma Houses,
and that eligible beneficia-
ries will receive housing
approvals in a phased man-
ner on a priority basis.

The MLA said the
Congress government is
continuously taking steps
to fulfill the dream of
homeownership for poor
families.

Parkal MLA Revuri Prakash Reddy attended as the chief guest at the inauguration

and housewarming ceremony of newly constructed Indiramma Houses in the
villages of Linga Madugupalli, Kamaram, and Gudipad in Atmakur Mandal.

Telangana will fight for its rightful share of
Krishna, Godavari waters: Uttam

NSS
Suryapet, Sept.6

Irrigation and Civil
Supplies Minister N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy on Sunday
asserted that the State gov-
ernment would wage an un-
compromising and effective
battle to secure Telangana’s
rightful share in the Krishna
and Godavari river waters.
Speaking during his inspec-
tion of the R-9 Lift Irrigation
Scheme in Suryapet district,
Uttam Kumar Reddy said
the Congress government
would protect the interests
of Telangana farmers before

every competent forum,
including the river water
tribunals and the Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB). “T want to tell
the people and farmers very
clearly that we will fight ef-
fectively to ensure justice to
Telangana in the allocation
of Krishna and Godavari wa-
ters. Whether it is before the
tribunals, the KRMB or any
other forum, there will be no
compromise when it comes
to Telangana’s rightful share
of river waters,” he said. The
Minister dismissed allega-
tions being made against
the Congress government

on irrigation and water
management as “false and
bogus propaganda”. He said
attempts were being made to
create an impression that ir-
rigation and electricity man-
agement were more efficient
during the previous regime,
while the facts presented an
entirely different picture.

Uttam Kumar Reddy said
the Congress government
was managing irrigation
systems and electricity re-
quirements for agriculture
efficiently and was commit-
ted to ensuring that every
available drop of water was
put to productive use.

District Collector Dr. Satya Sharada, IAS, paid a surprise visit on Sunday to the Telangana Residential
School and Junior College located in Nekkonda Mandal headquarters.

Collector Conducts Surprise Inspection of
Nekkonda Residential School and Junior College

Munsif Bureau
Warangal, Sept 6:

District Collector Dr.
Satya Sharada, IAS,
paid a surprise visit on
Sunday to the Telangana
Residential School and
Junior College located in
Nekkonda Mandal head-
quarters.

During the inspection,
the Collector reviewed
the educational and res-
idential facilities being
provided to the students.
She visited classrooms

to assess the quality of
teaching and the students’
academic performance.
Interacting with the stu-
dents, she asked about
their studies, the subjects
they were learning, and
the facilities available at
the institution.

The Collector later in-
spected the hostel rooms,
dining hall, kitchen, and
other areas. She directed
the concerned officials to
ensure that students are
provided with clean and

nutritious food and that
proper hygiene is main-
tained around the kitch-
en and dining hall at all
times.

She instructed officials
to give special attention
to the health and safety of
the students and to take
all necessary measures
to ensure that essen-
tial facilities are readily
available.

Dr. Satya Sharada also
advised teachers to focus
not only on providing

quality education but
also on discipline and
personality development.
She urged them to guide
every student in setting
future goals and striving
for excellence.

The Collector reviewed
the overall administra-
tion of the school and
junior college with the
concerned officials and
directed them to take im-
mediate steps to ensure
that students do not face
any difficulties.

Telangana Assembly monsoon session:
Congress, BRS set for showdown over
1,000-day record and key issues

NSS
Hyderabad:, Sept.6

The Telangana
Legislative Assembly is
set for a stormy monsoon
session commencing on
Monday, with both the
ruling and the opposition
parties drawing clear bat-
tle lines. While the ruling
Congress is keen to show-
case its 1,000-day record
during the session, the BRS
is gearing up to corner the
government on its failed
promises and a host of is-
sues plaguing the State.

The 22A prohibited lands
list, merger of polytechnic
colleges with Young India
Skills University, farmers
issues, failure to utilise
Godavari and Krishna river
inflows for irrigation, fee
reimbursement dues, ar-
rears and benefits to retired
employees, and welfare
commitments are set to
dominate the proceedings.

The BRS has already
released its chargesheet
against the Congress gov-
ernment over its failed
promises in 1,000-day rule
and also launched State-
wide protests. The par-
ty is planning to use the
Assembly and Council to
press the government on its
2023 election promises and
their implementation.

BRS president K
Chandrashekhar Rao had
already devised a floor
strategy to be followed
by the party’s MLAs and
MLCs. Sources said each
BRS legislator will take up
different issue to corner the
government with complete
evidence.

However, the govern-
ment is preparing for the
offensive. It is planning
to highlight loan waivers,
Indiramma houses, recruit-
ments, fine rice and other
welfare measures as evi-
dence of its performance.

The Ministers also expect-
ed to counter Opposition
allegations on 22A list and
polytechnic colleges merger
issues, with detailed expla-
nations.

Further, the Congress
made its floor strategy ev-
ident with Chief Minister
A Revanth Reddy and
Congress leaders repeatedly
demanding that Opposition
leader and former Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao either attend the
Assembly or resign. The
TPCC on Sunday staged a
protest on the issue.

However, BRS working
president KT Rama Rao
and other leaders have re-
jected the demand, stating
that they will fight as the
party’s foot soldiers and
that Chandrashekhar Rao
will return to the Assembly
as Chief Minister after the
next election. Whether he
attends the session is still
not clear.

Government job
aspirant dies by
suicide at SC
study circle in
Adilabad

Munsif Bureau
Adilabad:, Sept.6:

A government job aspirant
from Mancherial district al-
legedly died by suicide at a
government-run SC study circle
here on Sunday.

Police said Swami Ramam
(28), a resident of Nagampet in
Kotapalli mandal, died of inju-
ries after he allegedly leapt from
the third floor of the study circle
building around 10 am. He suf-
fered severe head injuries and
died on the spot.

He was undergoing a foun-
dation course at the coaching
centre, which helps aspirants
prepare for government jobs.

Ramam had joined the study
circle four months ago. He
was reportedly depressed due
to personal problems and a
financial crisis.His body was
shifted to RIMS-Adilabad for
a post-mortem examination. A
case has been registered and an
investigation is underway.

Andhra Pradesh ACB seizes Rs 2.48 lakh during surprise
checks on Transport officials in Nellore

NSS
Amaravati:, Sept.6

Andhra Pradesh’s Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
have seized over Rs. 2.5
lakh cash during the surprise
checks, conducted against
officials of the Transport
Department in SPSR Nellore
district.

The ACB said on Sunday
that acting on credible in-
puts regarding collection
of illegal gratification from
vehicle drivers by the of-
ficials of the Transport

Department, the agency
sleuths conducted surprise
checks at Musunuru Toll
Plaza, National Highway-16,
Near Kavali, SPSR Nellore
district on the intervening
night of September 5 and 6.
During the surprise check, it
was noticed that Banavath
Gopi Naik, MVI, District
Enforcement, Nellore dis-
trict, was allegedly collect-
ing illegal gratification from
vehicle drivers at the Toll
plaza, with the assistance
of two Home Guards and
one private driver, using a

KIA Seltos car. During the
searches, the cash found
lying on the roadside was
secured and counted in the
presence of the mediators,
and an amount of Rs.68,800
was found, the ACB said
in a release. Thereafter, the
KIA Seltos car of MVI was
searched in the presence of
the mediators, during which
Rs.1,80,000 cash was found
concealed in the dicky of the
vehicle. The said amount,
which was found to be un-
accounted for and suspected
to be connected with illegal

gratification, was seized
by the DSP, ACB, Nellore
Range, in the presence of
official mediators, for further
enquiry, the anti-graft agen-
cy said. The ACB has urged
the public to report any in-
stances of corruption in gov-
ernment departments to their
respective local ACB offices
or ACB toll-free No.1064
or ACB mobile No0.94404
40057 or ACB email ID
complaints-acb@ap.gov.in.
The details of informants
will be kept confidential, it
said.

Vivek calls

for wider
dissemination of
Ambedkar's ideals

NSS
Siddipet:, Sept.6

The suicide of a man in-
side the Siddipet Government
Hospital created a flutter after
he was found hanging from the

ceiling on the third floor of the
hospital on Sunday.

Medical lab technician Pavan
Kumar, 31, died by suicide on
Sunday morning. Kumar had
been working at the hospital on
an outsourcing basis for the past

seven years.
he reason for his decision to
end his life was not immediate-
ly ascertained.
The Three Town police regis-
tered a case and an investigation
was underway.
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Addressing a protest programme at Dharna Chowk, Indira Park, Hyderabad, Azharuddin
said KCR’s continued absence from the Assembly raised serious questions about his
responsibility towards the people who elected him.

Azharuddin questions KCR’s prolonged
absence from Assembly

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept.6

Minorities Welfare
and Public Enterprises
Minister Mohammed
Azharuddin on Sunday
questioned the prolonged
absence of former Chief
Minister and Opposition
Leader K. Chandrashekar
Rao from the Legislative
Assembly, saying consti-
tutional responsibilities
must be discharged with
commitment and account-
ability.

Addressing a protest
programme at Dharna
Chowk, Indira Park,
Hyderabad, Azharuddin
said KCR’s continued ab-
sence from the Assembly
raised serious questions
about his responsibility
towards the people who
elected him.

“Why has KCR been
absent from the Assembly
for nearly 1,000 days? If
he is unable to attend the
House and discharge his
responsibilities as Leader

of Opposition, he should
step down from the post,”
Azharuddin said.

The Minister said the
Leader of Opposition oc-
cupies an important po-
sition in a parliamentary
democracy and has a re-
sponsibility to question the
government, participate in
debates and raise issues
concerning the people.

Recalling KCR’s ten-
ure as Chief Minister,
Azharuddin said he had
regularly attended the

Assembly and ensured that
government business was
conducted. “Today, when
people need their represen-
tatives to speak for them,
the Opposition must be
present in the House,” he
said.

Azharuddin said the
Congress government,
led by Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy, was com-
mitted to taking Telangana
forward through develop-
ment, welfare and inclu-
sive governance.

He said the government
was working on multi-
ple fronts, including the
Telangana Rising vision,
women’s empowerment,
strengthening families,
education and the welfare
of minorities.

“The Chief Minister
is working with a clear
vision for the future of
Telangana. Our govern-
ment is committed to de-
velopment that reaches
every section of society,”
Azharuddin said. (NSS)

Harish slams Congress govt over pending
fee reimbursement dues

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept,6

Former minister and
BRS Deputy Floor Leader
T. Harish Rao on Sunday
alleged that the Congress
government’s failure to
clear pending fee reim-
bursement dues had pushed
thousands of students into a
distressing situation, with
colleges withholding their
certificates.

“Several students have
approached me and shared
their plight. They have com-
pleted engineering and other

True Love

for Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH)
Requires Following
His Teachings:
Amir Ali Khan

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept6

Editor of Siasat Daily,
Amir Ali Khan, said that
true love for Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) is
reflected in sincerely fol-
lowing his teachings,
which remain a source of
guidance and salvation for
humanity until the Day of
Judgment.

He was addressing the
Seerat-un-Nabi (PBUH)
gathering titled “Baad
Az Khuda Tu Qissa
Mukhtasar” organized by
the Media Plus Foundation
at the Media Plus
Auditorium, Gun Foundry,
Hyderabad. During the
event, he inaugurated an
exhibition featuring histor-
ic photographs of Madinah
Munawwarah collected
by senior journalist K.N.
Wasif and Arabic calligra-
phy works created by artist
Ghous Arslan.

Amir Al Khan
Highlights Moral Values

Amir Ali Khan said that
the Holy Quran is a source
of guidance for the entire
world and stressed that
Muslims should strictly
follow the Seerah of the
Prophet (PBUH). While
Muslims possess faith,
prayer, and religious prac-
tices, he noted that there is
a need to strengthen mor-
al character and ethics,
which the Prophet (PBUH)
emphasized throughout his
life. He also pointed out
that before the Prophet’s
advent, society was im-
mersed in ignorance and
darkness, but his message
transformed humanity with
justice, compassion, and
enlightenment.

Speaking about respect
for religious practices, he
observed that while speak-
ers usually pause their
speeches during the Adhan,
many people continue
talking during the call to
prayer, urging everyone to
show greater respect for it.

degree courses, secured jobs
in reputed companies with
annual packages of 36-7
lakh, and are holding offer
letters. However, they are
unable to join their jobs
as colleges are refusing to
hand over their certificates
due to the government’s
pending fee reimbursement
dues,” Harish Rao said in a
statement here.

He said students were
being forced to run from
pillar to post to obtain their
certificates. Without the cer-
tificates, many were unable
to join their jobs, pursue

higher education or travel
abroad for further studies,
he said. The BRS leader
said many of the affected
students belonged to rural
and economically weaker
families.

Their parents had made
considerable sacrifices to
educate their children, hop-
ing they would secure good
jobs and build a better fu-
ture.

“Today, these parents are
living in fear, not knowing
what will happen to their
children’s future. The gov-
ernment has no right to put

such families through this
distress,” he said.

Harish Rao questioned
the government’s priorities,
asking why it was unable to
clear the pending fee reim-
bursement dues of students
while spending thousands of
crores on various projects
and contracts.

He urged the government
to immediately clear the
outstanding fee reimburse-
ment dues and ensure that
colleges release the certif-
icates of eligible students
without causing further
hardship. (NSS)

-

Former Minister and BRS Deputy Floor Leader T. Harish Rao on Sunday alleged that the Congress government’s
failure to clear pending fee reimbursement dues had pushed thousands of students into a distressing situation, with
colleges withholding their certificates.

Munsif Editor-in-Chief Visits SIR
2026 Open House in Hyderabad

Munsif Bureau
Hyderabad, Sept 6:

Munsif  Group of
Publications Editor-in-

Chief Mohd Abdul Jaleel on
Sunday visited the Telangana
SIR 2026 Open House —
Free Legal Guidance pro-
gramme being conducted in
Hyderabad and reviewed the
assistance being provided to
voters facing issues related
to the ongoing electoral roll
revision process.

The Open House is be-
ing organised every Sunday
through a collaboration be-
tween Munsif News 24x7
and the Deccan Advocates
Forum to provide the public
with information, procedur-
al assistance and free legal

guidance on issues arising
during the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls.

During his visit, Abdul
Jaleel interacted with advo-
cates, election officials and
members of the public and
took stock of the guidance
being offered on SIR notices,
discrepancies in electoral re-
cords, claims and objections,
document-related issues and
other voter-list concerns.

Senior legal expert
Advocate M.A. Mujeeb
welcomed and felicitated the
Editor-in-Chief and briefed
him about the objectives
of the initiative, the nature
of cases being brought by
voters and the legal and

procedural assistance being
extended through the Open
House.

Advocate Mujeeb has
been devoting his time over
the past several months to
providing the public with
SIR-related information
and free legal guidance,
particularly on responding
to notices, understanding
documentary requirements,
filing claims and objections
and addressing discrepancies
in electoral records.

The programme has been
receiving a significant pub-
lic response, with hundreds
of people visiting the ven-
ue on Sundays, according
to the organisers. Electoral
Registration Officers (EROs)

and other election officials
have also been present at the
venue to guide voters, clarify
procedural requirements and
help address eligible cases
falling within their jurisdic-
tion.

Abdul Jaleel appreciat-
ed the efforts of Advocate
Mujeeb, the Deccan
Advocates Forum and others
associated with the initiative
for extending sustained as-
sistance to the public during
the electoral roll revision
exercise.

The SIR 2026 Open House
is being held every Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
at Silver Oaks Complex,
opposite Khaja Mansion
Function Hall, Masab Tank,
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Shabbir Ali says education, reservation
transforming Muslim youth in Telangana

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept 6

Advisor to the Telangana
Government Mohammed Ali
Shabbir on Sunday said sus-
tained access to education and
the 4% reservation for socially
and educationally backward
Muslims had begun to produce
a generational transformation,
with Muslim youth increasingly
entering medicine, engineering,
teaching, law and other profes-
sional fields.

Addressing the Teachers’
Day celebrations organised
by the Iqra Group of Doctors-
Hyderabad at MESCO
Auditorium, Malakpet, Shabbir
Ali said the community must
build on these gains by pri-
oritising quality education,
recognising teachers and in-
stitution-builders, and ensur-
ing greater discipline among
students. Participating as chief
guest, he presented the Iqra Best
Teacher Award 2026 and praised
the contribution of Dr Mateen
and the late Dr Fakhruddin. He
said communities often failed to
adequately acknowledge people
who devoted themselves to ed-
ucation and public service and
urged younger generations to
carry forward their work.

Referring to the name “Iqra”,
Shabbir Ali said the first Quranic
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Addressing the Teachers’ Day celebrations organised by the Iqra Group of Doctors-Hyderabad
at MESCO Auditorium, Malakpet, Shabbir Ali said the community must build on these gains by
prioritising quality education, recognising teachers and institution-builders, and ensuring greater

discipline among students.

revelation itself emphasised
reading and learning, but the
community had fallen behind
educationally.

He recalled that, before enter-
ing government, he would visit
hospitals and look for Muslim
names on doctors’ boards, often
finding very few. That experi-
ence, he said, strengthened his
conviction that Muslims need-
ed greater access to professional

education.

He said his campaign for
reservation initially faced op-
position even from within the
community, with some arguing
that classification for affirma-
tive action was inconsistent
with equality. To establish the
socio-economic backwardness
of various occupational groups,
he said he documented the lives
of 22 Muslim communities en-

gaged in occupations such as
fishing, barbering, butchery,
washing clothes and other tra-
ditional trades and presented
the material before the then Y.S.
Rajasekhara Reddy government.

Recalling one such visit to
a Muslim fishing village near
Sriharikota in Nellore district,
he described families living in
severe poverty despite working
long hours at sea.

Folk dancer Madhuri Rathod
attempts suicide

Hyderabad,
Sept.6 (NSS):
The incident
involving folk
dancer Madhuri
Rathod alleged-
ly attempting
suicide came to
light late.

According to
family mem-
bers, they broke open the
locked door of her room
and rescued her while she
was attempting to hang
herself from a ceiling
fan. She was immediately
rushed to a nearby hospi-
tal, where she is currently
undergoing treatment.

In her statement,
Madhuri alleged that fel-

low folk artist Eshwar
Sai cheated her after
promising marriage. She
further stated that despite
lodging a formal police
complaint against him,
authorities failed to take
action, leaving her dis-
tressed and driving her
to take the extreme step.
(NSS)

6.0. No. 33 Must
Be Cancelled
Immediately:
Narayana

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept6

CPI National Control
Commission chairman Dr.
K. Narayana has demanded
the immediate withdrawal
of G.O. No. 33 issued by the
Telangana state government
regarding kidney transplants.
He conveyed this demand via
a video message from Guntur
on Sunday. He noted that
there had been numerous ille-
gal activities associated with
kidney transplants in the past
involving businesses worth
crores of rupees and warned
that the new order could create
conditions where the poor and
common people are exploited.

Cockfight betting raid: 22 held, Rs.35 lakh
worth of property seized

NSS
Hyderabad, Sept6

The Commissioner’s Task
Force (Shamshabad Zone),
along with the Adibatla police,
on Saturday night raided a farm-
house where betting on rooster
fights was being organised and
apprehended 22 persons.City &
Local Guides

According to the police, the
organisers had invited gamblers
from Andhra Pradesh and other
places, made arrangements for
food and other facilities, and
formed teams for conducting
cockfights and three-card gam-
bling. During the operation, the
police seized Rs.3,60,510 in cash,
31 live betting roosters valued at
Rs.9.30 lakh, 146 cockfighting

knives, 20 smartphones, a score
notebook, three cars and three
two-wheelers. The total value of
the seized property was estimated
at Rs.35 lakh. The police said the
main organiser and the landowner
were absconding. The apprehend-
ed persons, along with the seized
material, were handed over to the
Adibatla Police for further inves-
tigation.
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At a Glance

'Fit India’
Cycling
Rally

IANS
Surat, Sep. 06

More than 3,000 peo-
ple joined a five-km cy-
cling rally in Surat on
Sunday as part of the
89th ‘Fit India Sundays
on Cycle’ initiative, pro-
moting a drug-free life-
style among youth. Held
under the theme ‘Nasha
Mukt Yuva for Viksit
Bharat’, the event was led
by Union Sports Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya and
Gujarat Deputy CM Harsh
Sanghavi. Schoolchildren,
sportspersons, fitness
enthusiasts and senior
citizens participated.
Mandaviya stressed that a
healthy youth population
is essential for achieving
Viksit Bharat by 2047.

CM Gupta
Says
Rescue Ops
Underway
After Delhi
Building
Collapse

IANS
New Delhi, Sep. 06

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta
on Sunday expressed con-
cern over the building
collapse in Satya Niketan,
RK Puram, saying rescue
operations are underway
on a war footing. Teams
from DDMA, NDREF,
Delhi Fire Services,
Police, MCD, CATS and
Civil Defence are work-
ing together. Two people
have been rescued, while
several others are feared
trapped. The adjacent
building has been vacated
as a precaution.

BiharFloods:1.685MillionPeople
Affected Ccross 11 Districts

IANS
Panta, Sep. 06

Bihar’s flood situa-
tion remained serious
on Sunday, with nearly
16.85 lakh people af-
fected across 11 districts
as rising water levels in
several rivers continued
to inundate vulnera-
ble areas, officials said.
Relief and rescue oper-
ations are being carried
out continuously by the
state administration.

According to official
figures, flooding has af-
fected 61 blocks and 300
gram panchayats across
the state. Authorities
have intensified relief
measures, including
food distribution, shelter
and essential assistance
for affected residents.

As part of the relief
effort, 80 community
kitchens are function-
ing in flood-hit districts
and have so far provid-
ed meals to around 1.21
lakh people. One relief
camp is also operation-
al, offering accommoda-
tion, food, medical care
and other basic facilities
to 326 people.

Authorities have dis-
tributed around 45,900
polythene sheets and
11,700 dry-ration pack-
ets to affected families.
A total of 1,158 boats
are being operated to fa-
cilitate evacuation and

movement in inundated

areas.
With the possibility
of further flooding, 27
State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) teams
and seven National
Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) teams
have been deployed
across vulnerable dis-
tricts for rapid rescue
and relief operations.
Water Resources
Department data record-
ed between 8 a.m. and 9
a.m. on Sunday showed
the Ganga flowing above
the danger mark at sev-
eral locations. At Buxar,
it was 0.08 metres above
the mark, though the
level was declining. At
Dighaghat in Patna, the
river was 1.54 metres

above the danger mark,
while it was 1.96 metres
above at Gandhighat and
1.74 metres above at
Hathidah. The level was
stable at Gandhighat but
rising at Hathidah.

At Munger, the Ganga
stood 0.51 metre above
the danger mark and
continued to rise. At
Sultanganj, it was 2.01
metres above the mark,
while at Bhagalpur it
was 0.65 metre above.
The river also remained
above the danger mark
at Kahalgaon.

In Uttar Pradesh, the
Ganga remained below
the warning level at
Prayagraj and Varanasi,
with a rising trend in
Prayagraj and a declin-
ing trend in Varanasi.

At 9 a.m. on September
6, the Sone Barrage at
Indrapuri was releas-
ing 2,27,739 cusecs,
with discharge showing
a declining trend. The
Kosi Barrage at Birpur
was releasing 1,68,400
cusecs and the Gandak
Barrage at Valmikinagar
1,29,000 cusecs, with
both flows stable.

The Bihar Meteoro-
logical Service Centre
has forecast light to
moderate rain at several
places over the next two
days, with heavy rain
possible at isolated loca-
tions. Authorities remain
on alert and are closely
monitoring river levels,
deploying relief mate-
rials, boats and rescue
teams as required.

IANS
New Delhi, Sep. 06

Defence  Minister
Rajnath Singh will
visit Sri Lanka from
September 8-10, leading
a high-level delegation of
senior officials from the
Ministries of Defence and
External Affairs.

During the visit,
Singh will hold talks
with Sri Lankan lead-
ers on key bilateral is-
sues and interact with
the Indian diaspora in
Colombo. The visit
is expected to further
strengthen India-Sri
Lanka ties, particularly
cooperation in defence
and maritime security.

The Ministry of
Defence said India and
Sri Lanka share deep
civilisational ties and a

multifaceted partnership
focused on regional se-
curity, defence, trade,
economic cooperation
and people-to-people
relations. India’s assis-
tance to Sri Lanka during
its economic crisis and
its response to Cyclone
Ditwah in 2025 have fur-
ther strengthened bilater-
al ties.

India had announced
a $450 million recon-
struction package after
the cyclone, covering
roads, railways, bridges,
housing, healthcare, ed-
ucation, agriculture and
disaster preparedness.

The visit follows
Sri  Lankan Navy
Commander  Vice-
Admiral Damian
Fernando’s official visit
to India in August. He
held talks with Chief of

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
to Visit Sri Lanka Next Week

Defence Staff General
N.S. Raja Subramani on
bilateral defence cooper-
ation, joint training and
regional security.
Fernando also met
Defence  Secretary
Rajesh Kumar Singh
and Indian Navy chief
Admiral Krishna
Swaminathan to discuss
the Bilateral Defence
Cooperation Plan and
ways to strengthen mar-
itime security. Both sides
reaffirmed their commit-
ment to peace and stabil-
ity in the Indian Ocean
region under India’s
MAHASAGAR vision.
commercial courts and
the use of Al in justice de-
livery. He also proposed a
common platform for ar-
bitration and mediation
to resolve international
commercial disputes.

IANS
New Delhi, Sep. 06

The Delhi govern-
ment has declared a hol-
iday for all schools and
offices on September
11, ahead of the 18th
BRICS Leaders’
Summit, the Directorate
of Education an

nounced. The order
covers government,
government-aided and
recognised private
schools, as well as gov-
ernment offices across
the capital.

The move is intend-
ed to reduce public
inconvenience during
heightened securi-

Delhi Govt Declares Holiday
for Schools, Offices on Sep-11
for BRICS Summit

ty arrangements and
VIP motorcade move-
ments. Delhi Traffic
Police has planned
diversions at 22 loca-
tions and will regulate
traffic on more than
35 roads. Drones will
also monitor conges-
tion and traffic flow
in real time.

42 Arrested in Gambling
Raid, Rs 16 Lakh Seized

IANS
Amaravati, Sep. 06

Forty-two people were
arrested after the Gujarat
Police’s State Monitoring
Cell (SMC) raided an al-
leged card gambling op-
eration at Suthar Samaj
Wadi near Chorwad Girls
School in Junagadh district,
officials said on Sunday.
The raid led to the seizure
of cash and other property
worth Rs 16.02 lakh.

The operation, led by
PSI K.D. Ravia, was con-
ducted following directions
from DGP G.S. Malik to
act against illegal gam-
bling and liquor activities.
Police seized Rs 3.72 lakh
in cash, one four-wheeler,

11 two-wheelers, 42 mobile
phones and gambling-re-
lated materials. The total
value was assessed at Rs
16,02,900.

A case was registered at
Chorwad Police Station on
September 5 under Sections
4 and 5 of the Gambling Act.
Police named 44 accused,
including 42 arrested persons
and two wanted suspects.
Among those arrested were
Manish Parmar and Haresh
Chudasama, identified as al-
leged organisers.

The wanted accused were
identified as Viren Sevra
and Lala of Chorwad. Police
said Lala allegedly rented
out Sutharwadi for gam-
bling. Further investigation
is underway.

Court is Real Culprit, PassedOrder in
Sheer Haste, Says Maulana Rashidi
on Saharanpur Mosque Row

IANS
Jaipur, Sep. 06

All  India Imam
Association President
Maulana Sajid Rashidi on
Sunday criticised the dem-
olition of a mosque inside
the Saharanpur Collectorate
campus, alleging that the
district court was the “real
culprit” for dismissing the
Muslim side’s plea in haste.

The remarks came a
day after the mosque was
demolished on Saturday
morning, triggering a po-
litical controversy in Uttar
Pradesh. Opposition par-
ties accused the BJP-led

government of commu-
nal politics and targeted
action ahead of the 2027
Assembly elections.

Rashidi alleged that the
demolition was carried out
in an authoritarian manner
and violated constitutional
principles and the rule of
law.

The demolition followed
a legal dispute over the
structure and the land on
which it stood. A district
court had dismissed an ap-
peal against an earlier order
holding that the mosque
stood on government land
and was unauthorised.
The September 2 order
upheld a July 16 magis-
trate’s direction to evict
occupants under the Uttar
Pradesh Public Premises
(Eviction of Unauthorised
Occupants) Act, 1972. The
magistrate had concluded
that the structure occupied

315 square metres of gov-
ernment land.

Rashidi disputed the find-
ing, claiming that documents
showing Muslim ownership
had been submitted but were
not properly examined. He
alleged that the community
still had 22 days to approach
a higher court but was not
given sufficient time.

He further alleged that
internet services were sus-
pended and some commu-
nity leaders placed under
house arrest before the
demolition, calling the ac-
tion politically motivated.

Rashidi also accused
the district court judge of
being influenced by career
considerations and disre-
garding Muslim religious
sentiments. He urged the
government and author-
ities to act against those
responsible, including the
judge and the SSP.

FSSAI Suspends Licences of Two Food
Businesses in South 24 Parganas

IANS
New Delhi, Sep. 06

The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of
India (FSSAI) has sus-
pended the licences of
Kailash Formulation and
Sanecure Water Project
in West Bengal’s South
24 Parganas district fol-
lowing inspections that
found serious violations
of food safety, hygiene
and sanitation norms.

At Kailash
Formulation, officials
found poor cleaning
and sanitation, inade-
quate hand-washing and
hygiene facilities, and
missing medical exam-
ination and inoculation
records for food han-
dlers. Mandatory labora-
tory reports, calibration
records, certificates of
analysis, control-sample
records and other com-
pliance documents were
also unavailable.

FOOD SAFETY
o~ LABORATORY

further
found inadequate light-
ing, damaged plaster and

Inspectors

paint, improper waste
and old-stock manage-
ment, and missing pre-
ventive maintenance
and sewage-disposal
records. Required food-
grade certificates and
migration reports for
packaging materials, in-
cluding PET bottles and
caps, were also not pro-
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duced.

At Sanecure Water
Project, inspectors re-
ported poor hygiene,
inadequate pest-proof-
ing and significant pest
infestation. Personal
hygiene facilities, in-
cluding hand-washing
areas and washrooms,
were inadequate, while
equipment showed rust
and corrosion and lacked
preventive maintenance.

Several documents
were also missing, in-
cluding pest-control
agreements, medical
and inoculation records
of food handlers, con-
trol-sample records,
customer complaint
and corrective-action
records, and vehicle hy-
giene checklists.

The inspection also
found that potable-water
testing reports and certif-
icates of analysis for raw
materials and chemicals
were unavailable, along
with approved-vendor
documents. FSSAI said
a water-testing labora-
tory record was found
to have been digitally
edited or altered.

The licences of both
businesses will remain
suspended until further
orders, FSSAI said, add-
ing that the action was
taken in the interest of
public health.

Man Murders
Sister-in-law
with Axe

IANS
Kolkata, Sep. 06

A man was arrested
for allegedly murdering
his sister-in-law with
an axe in West Bengal’s
Malda district, police
said on Sunday. The
incident took place in
Harishchandrapur late
Saturday when Amrita
Oraon, 27, was cooking
at home. Her brother-
in-law, Panchu Oraon,
allegedly attacked her
with an axe before flee-
ing. Family members
rushed her to hospital,
where doctors declared
her dead. Police later
arrested Panchu fol-
lowing a complaint.
Investigators are probing
whether a family dispute
or suspected extramari-
tal relationship led to
the murder. Police sus-
pect Panchu may have
attacked Amrita after
she allegedly distanced
herself from him.

CollegesShouldShapeResponsibleCitizens, Not

Just Career-Ready Youth: VP Radhakrishnan
C P, Radhaknshnan

IANS
Guwahati, Sep. 06

Vice President C. P.
Radhakrishnan on Sunday
said institutions of high-
er learning must do more
than prepare students for
careers, urging them to
nurture responsible citizens
committed to democracy,
constitutional values and
nation-building.

Addressing the
Golden Jubilee cele-
brations of Geetanagar
College, formerly Kanya
Mahavidyalaya, in
Guwabhati, he described
India’s young population

as the country’s greatest
strength. He said emerg-
ing opportunities in arti-
ficial intelligence, digital
technology, biotechnology,
space research and entre-
preneurship could enable
young Indians to play a
leading role in building a
developed India.

Radhakrishnan led stu-
dents and others in taking
a ‘No to Drugs’ pledge
and urged young people to
avoid drugs and encourage
their peers to do the same.
He said students must
make responsible choic-
es and protect their time,
health and future.

Highlighting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
focus on the North-East,
he said Assam’s natural
resources, forests and
globally renowned tea
give the state immense
development potential.
He praised the transforma-

tion under Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma and
noted the state’s econom-
ic expansion, along with
investments in healthcare,
education, infrastructure,
employment and disaster
management.

The Vice President also

praised Assam’s rich cul-
tural heritage, reflected in
its languages, literature,
music, dance, theatre and
indigenous traditions.
Recalling the valour of
Lachit Barphukan, he said
the legendary command-
er remains an enduring
source of inspiration.

Congratulating Geetanagar
College on completing 50
years, Radhakrishnan said the
institution had made a signif-
icant contribution to Assam’s
educational and social de-
velopment by empowering
generations of young women
through education, knowl-
edge and confidence.
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Trump Envoys Reach Kyiv Iran War May Last Six Months:
After Talks with Putin

IANS
Washington, Sep. 06

US President Donald
Trump’s envoys Steve
Witkoff and Jared
Kushner arrived in Kyiv
on Sunday for talks with
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky af-
ter a three-hour meeting
with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in
Moscow produced no an-
nounced breakthrough.

It is their first offi-
cial visit to Ukraine in
their roles as Trump’s
peace negotiators and
comes as Washington
seeks to revive efforts
to end Russia’s more
than four-year-old war
against Ukraine. Senior
Ukrainian officials re-
ceived the two envoys
in Kyiv. National secu-
rity representatives from
France, Germany and
Britain were also expect-
ed to participate in the
discussions, underscoring
Europe’s push for a role
in negotiations over any
settlement.

Witkoff and Kushner
travelled to the Ukrainian
capital after meeting Putin
at the Kremlin on Saturday.
The Kremlin confirmed the
talks but released few de-

“We have the details from
the US President’'s team.”

Volodymyr Zelensky

tails about their substance
or outcome. A White
House official said the
parties discussed the war
and possible next steps. No
agreement or timetable for
further negotiations was
announced immediately
after the Moscow meeting.

Zelensky had confirmed
the envoys’ itinerary ahead
of their arrival. “Today, it
has been clearly estab-
lished that US envoys will
be in Ukraine and Russia
in the coming days,”

Zelensky said in an address
released by his office. “We
have the details from the
US President’s team.”
“We discussed today
that Steve Witkoff and
Jared Kushner will visit
Moscow and then Kyiv
on Sunday,” he said.
Zelensky also spoke
with Witkoff and Kushner
by telephone on Saturday
as they began discussions
with the Russian side.
His office said Ukraine
was prepared to observe

Lula Says He Will Defend
Brazil'sPixPaymentSystem
Amid US Tariff Dispute

IANS
Sao Paulo, Sep. 06

Brazilian President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
said he would defend the
country’s Pix instant pay-
ment system in talks with
US President Donald
Trump, amid an ongoing
trade dispute between the
two countries.

Speaking at a political
event in Sao Jose do Rio
Preto in Sao Paulo state
on Saturday, Lula said he
expected to raise the issue
during a possible meeting
with Trump on the side-
lines of the UN General
Assembly in New York
in September.

“I will meet Trump at
the UN and tell him to use
Pix and see how good it
is,” Lula said, according
to Xinhua.

Launched by Brazil’s
central bank in November
2020, Pix enables instant
payments and transfers
around the clock, seven
days a week. It has rapid-
ly become one of Brazil’s

main payment
methods. !

Lula’s com-
ments come amid
growing tensions
between Brasilia
and Washington,
including addi-
tional US tariffs
of up to 25 per
cent on certain
Brazilian prod—
ucts and American crit-
icism of Brazil’s digital
payment system.

The Brazilian President
had earlier criticised
Washington’s decision to
revoke the visa of Brazil’s
ambassador to the US,
Maria Luiza Ribeiro
Viotti, describing the
move as “irresponsible
and thoughtless”.

In an interview with
YouTube channel
Meteoro Brasil, Lula
said the decision was
unwarranted between
two countries with more
than two centuries of
diplomatic relations. He
also said Brazil would
not receive new ambas-

@

sadors before its general
elections scheduled for
October.

The US Department of
State said the visa revo-
cation was in response to
Brazil’s refusal to issue
visas to two US officials
and alleged delays in ap-
proving Trump’s nominee
for ambassador to Brazil,
Daniel Perez.

Lula responded that
Washington itself had
shown limited urgency
over its diplomatic rep-
resentation in Brazil,
noting that the US em-
bassy had remained
without a chief repre-
sentative for more than
a year and a half.

a temporary suspension
of airstrikes against cities
involved in the negotiat-
ing process.

Trump has repeated-
ly pressed Moscow and
Kyiv to reach an agree-
ment, but the parties
remain divided over ter-
ritory, security guarantees
and the conditions for
ending hostilities.

Russia is demanding
Ukrainian concessions
over territory in eastern
Ukraine. Kyiv, however,
has rejected any settle-
ment imposed without its
approval and argues that
it needs credible security
guarantees to prevent an-
other Russian attack.

The Kyiv discussions
are expected to focus on
the outcome of the en-
voys’ meeting with Putin,
Ukraine’s conditions for
negotiations and possible
steps towards a broader
ceasefire.

The latest initiative
follows months of inter-
mittent US-led diplomacy
that has failed to produce
a comprehensive agree-
ment. Trump had pledged
to end the war quickly,
but negotiations have re-
peatedly stalled over in-
compatible Russian and
Ukrainian demands.

Billions in
Iran-Linked
Funds Flow
Through US
Banks: Report

IANS
Washington, Sep. 06

Billions of dollars
linked to Iran are report-
edly passing through US
banks each year despite
sweeping American sanc-
tions, The Wall Street
Journal reported. The
funds allegedly move
through foreign banks us-
ing US correspondent ac-
counts, with Iranian links
concealed through front
companies and partners
in China, the UAE and
elsewhere. US Treasury
identified about $9 bil-
lion in Iranian-linked
funds routed through
American banks in 2024.
Washington has intensi-
fied action against foreign
institutions suspected
of helping Tehran evade
sanctions.

Jakarta Airport Temporarily Closed after
Volcanic Ash Detected, Flights Disrupted

IANS
Jakarta, Sep. 06

Jakarta’s Soekarno-
Hatta International Airport
was temporarily closed
early Sunday after volca-
nic ash from Mount Anak
Krakatau’s eruption was
detected in the airport area,
disrupting several flights,
Indonesia’s Ministry of
Transportation said.

The disruption affected
both international and do-
mestic services. According
to officials, 16 internation-
al flights were cancelled,

seven delayed and five re-
scheduled, affecting routes
including Singapore,
Hong Kong, Sydney,
Seoul, Doha, Amsterdam
and Kuala Lumpur. Four
domestic flights were
cancelled and one was di-
verted, impacting services
to destinations including
Lampung, Denpasar and
Surabaya.

Director General of Civil
Aviation Lukman F. Laisa
said authorities were close-
ly monitoring Mount Anak
Krakatau and coordinating
with airlines, the airport

operator, air navigation
service provider and the
Meteorology, Climatology
and Geophysics Agency.
Flight operations will be
adjusted according to pre-
vailing volcanic ash con-
ditions.

Meanwhile, Mount
Sinabung in North
Sumatra also erupted ear-
lier, sending a thick ash
column about 3,500 me-
tres above the summit to-
wards Berastagi. Volcanic
ash covered roads and ve-
hicles, reducing visibility.
Authorities advised resi-

dents to wear masks and
remain alert.

Sinabung remains at
Level II, or Alert status.
Activities are prohibited
within three kilometres of
the summit and within 4.5
kilometres in the southeast
sector. Residents near riv-
ers originating from the
volcano have also been
warned about possible la-
har flows.

In May, Mount Dukono
in North Maluku erupted,
killing three people and
sending volcanic ash about
10 km into the sky.

Former Us Defence Secretary

IANS
Washington, Sep. 06

Former US Defence
Secretary Leon Panetta
has warned that the mil-
itary conflict between
the United States and
Iran could continue for
another six months, rais-
ing fears of a prolonged
Middle East war.

Speaking to The
Guardian, Panetta said
Washington and Tehran
appeared locked in a
stalemate, with neither
side willing to negotiate,
surrender or risk a wider
confrontation. He said
President Donald Trump
had limited options
for ending the conflict,
which began more than
six months ago.

Panetta outlined three
possible paths. Trump
could halt the campaign
and admit it had failed,
though Panetta said this
was unlikely. The two
sides could also continue
exchanging intermittent
strikes while avoiding a
broader war, leaving the
conflict unresolved.

A third option would
be for the US to seize
control of the Strait of
Hormuz and prevent Iran
from disrupting shipping
through the strategic wa-
terway. Panetta said re-

opening the strait should
be Washington’s main ob-
jective if it wants to claim
a clear military success.

He criticised Trump’s
repeated claims that an
agreement was close and
that the strait remained
open, saying the state-
ments had damaged the
President’s credibility.

Panetta also raised
concerns about report-
ed leadership tensions at
the Pentagon during an
active conflict, warning
they could unsettle US
troops and signal weak-
ness to adversaries. The
Pentagon rejected the
criticism, saying it was
operating effectively.

He questioned wheth-
er troops were receiving
adequate support during
lengthy deployments,
citing the USS Abraham
Lincoln, which report-

edly spent more than
260 days without a port
visit while supporting
operations against Iran
His comments came after
US forces struck three
Iranian crude oil tankers
on Saturday, following
what Washington de-
scribed as Iranian ballis-
tic missile attacks on a US
aircraft carrier and a guid-
ed-missile destroyerical
and diplomatic solution
to the war.

The talks covered bat-
tlefield developments, the
conflict’s root causes and
potential US-Russia eco-
nomic cooperation. They
lasted three hours and 10
minutes. The envoys also
agreed to convey Putin’s
views to Ukrainian offi-
cials during their Kyiv
visit, focusing on pros-
pects for a lasting peace
settlement.

India, Palestine Explore
New Frontiers in Smart,

Sustamable Agrlculture

IANS
Ramallah, Sep. 06

Mahima Sikand,
Representative of India to the
State of Palestine, on Sunday
welcomed Mohammad
Daraghmeh, Mayor of
Tubas, and his delegation to
the Representative Office,
where they discussed poten-
tial avenues for cooperation in
agriculture and related areas.

“Pleased to welcome H.E.
Dr Mohammad Daraghmeh,
Mayor of Tubas, and his del-
egation to the Representative
Office today. Providing a
comprehensive briefing
on Tubas, the Mayor high-
lighted its importance as the
food basket of Palestine, its
strengths in the field of re-
newable energy, as well as
key challenges facing the
area,” the Representative
Office of India in Ramallah
said in a post on X.

“We discussed potential
avenues for cooperation
with India, particularly cli-
mate-smart and water-ef-
ficient agriculture and the
application of technology
and innovative solutions
across the agricultural value

chain,” it added.

The discussions come
amid continued India-
Palestine cooperation across
development and humani-
tarian sectors. Last month,
the Representative Office fa-
cilitated the evacuation of a
group of Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR)
scholarship awardees from
Gaza.

“This week, the
Representative Office of
India successfully facilitated
the evacuation of a group of
ICCR scholarship awardees
from Gaza, in close coordi-
nation with the Embassy of
India in Jordan and ICCR,”
the office said on X. The
scholars subsequently arrived
safely in India and joined their
respective universities.

Earlier in August,

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) Secretary Sripriya
Ranganathan, during her
official visit to Palestine,
inaugurated a Government
of India-supported Quick
Impact Project at the Jericho
Women’s Charitable Society
School in Ramallah.

According to the
Representative Office, the
project upgraded educa-
tional facilities and provid-
ed computers and essential
equipment, helping create a
better learning environment.

The initiative marked the
successful completion of
India’s eighth Quick Impact
Project (QIP) in Palestine,
reflecting New Delhi’s con-
tinued efforts to translate its
partnership with Palestine
into tangible benefits for lo-
cal communities.

Mudslide, Landslideleave2dead,

IANS
Nanchang, Sep. 06

Two people have been con-
firmed dead and 10 others re-
main missing after a mudslide
and landslide struck Ji’an
city in east China’s Jiangxi
Province on Saturday, fol-
lowing days of torrential rain
caused by Typhoon Saudel,
Xinhua reported.

Firefighters recovered the
body of one missing person
from a collapsed house in
Mingkeng Village, Gaoping
town, on Sunday morning.
Two other people were res-
cued and are in stable con-
dition.

Search and rescue oper-

ations are continuing on a
large scale, alongside efforts
to relocate residents and pre-
vent secondary disasters. By
10 p.m., more than 640 rescu-
ers had reached the affected
area, according to the county
flood control and drought re-
lief headquarters.

The first team of firefight-
ers, equipped with life de-
tectors, drones and sniffer
dogs, reached the village at
11 a.m. after taking a moun-
tain route because the main
road had been damaged.

So far, 39 villagers have
been evacuated, while more
than 5,300 people in neigh-
bouring areas have been
relocated as a precaution.

Workers are repairing dam-
aged roads and power lines,
while telecommunications
services have been restored.
Following the disaster,
Jiangxi authorities activated
a Level-III provincial emer-
gency response for disaster
relief. Typhoon Saudel has
affected around 161,500 peo-
ple across the province.
China’s Ministry of Natural
Resources also raised its
geological disaster response
for Jiangxi from Level IV
to Level III and dispatched
a team to guide rescue ef-
forts. The China National
Commission for Disaster
Reduction and Ministry of
Emergency Management

At a Glance

Japanese
Envoy Takes
Holy Dip in
Ganga

IANS
Rishikesh, Sep. 06

Japanese Ambassador
to India Ono Keiichi
took a dip in the Ganga in

Uttarakhand’s Rishikesh
and described the experi-
ence as a “truly unforget-
table moment”. Sharing
pictures and a video on
X, Keiichi said he felt a
profound spiritual con-
nection, along with awe,
humility and gratitude.

He also lit an earthen
lamp at the riverbank
and said he took the dip
three times during the
Janmashtami weekend,
surrounded by people
observing centuries-old
faith and traditions.

Ono has regularly
shared glimpses of his
experiences exploring
India and enjoying its
cuisine. In August, he
visited Tamil Nadu House
in New Delhi for masala
dosa and filter coffee, de-
scribing it as a wonderful
taste of South India.

“Delighted to return
to my favourite
Andhra Pradesh
Bhawan! Brought
Special Advisor to the
Japan Prime Minister
Uno Yoshimasa to
enjoy an authentic
thali with the team.
Always grateful for
the warm hospitality,
and had fun trying
the recommended
Double Ka Meetha at
the end — sweet and
delicious,”

— Ono Keiichi

Earlier, he and his staff
enjoyed dhokla and chaas
at Gujarat Bhawan. In
May, he joined an India-
Japan cultural exchange
on tea at the UN House
in New Delhi to mark
International Tea Day,
highlighting shared val-
ues of hospitality and
harmony.

He also visited Andhra
Pradesh Bhavan, where
he enjoyed an authentic
thali and tried the tradi-
tional dessert Double Ka
Meetha.

10 Missing

activated a Level-IV nation-
al emergency response and
sent work and emergency
survey teams equipped with
slope radar.

The National Development
and Reform Commission
allocated 20 million yuan
($2.95 million) from central
natural disaster relief funds to
support rescue and recovery.
The funds will help rebuild
damaged roads, water-con-
servancy facilities, schools
and hospitals and restore
normal life in affected com-
munities.

China follows a four-tier
emergency response system,
with Level I being the most
severe.
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When Al Agents Begin to Act on
Their Own: The New Frontier of

Artificial intelligence
is rapidly moving beyond
systems that simply answer
questions or generate con-
tent. The emergence of Al
agents—systems capable
of planning, communicat-
ing, using digital tools and
pursuing tasks with limit-
ed human intervention—is
opening a new and more
complicated chapter in
technology.

What makes this devel-
opment concerning is not
merely the growing capa-
bilities of Al, but the unex-
pected ways autonomous
systems can behave when
placed under pressure to
complete difficult or im-
possible tasks.

Recent experiments in-
volving Al agents have
reportedly produced be-
haviour that sounds clos-
er to science fiction than
conventional software
engineering. Agents have
been observed communi-
cating through unexpected
channels, finding alter-
native ways to complete
assigned tasks, attempting
to conceal certain actions
and exploiting weaknesses
in systems used to evaluate
them.

The significance of these
developments does not
lie in the idea that Al has
suddenly become “con-
scious” or hostile. There is
no credible evidence that
machines have developed
human-like intentions. The
real concern is more prac-
tical: increasingly capable
systems can discover strat-
egies that their creators did

not explicitly
programme
or anticipate.
Al devel-
opers
creasingly
train agents
to cooper-
ate. Several |
copies of an
Al system %
may be given
similar as- i
signments to g
evaluate how
effectively
they solve
problems and
interact with digital tools.
During one such experi-
mental process, agents re-
portedly discovered ways
to communicate through
a shared software envi-
ronment. What began as
a technical mechanism for
completing tasks gradual-
ly became an unexpected
communication channel.
The agents were able to
exchange information and
find ways around obstacles.
At one stage, their activi-
ty reportedly became so
extensive that the shared
system experienced a
failure. This highlights a
fundamental problem with
autonomous Al: a system
does not necessarily un-
derstand a task in the same
way as its human design-
ers. If its objective is to
complete a task at almost
any cost, it may search for
solutions that were nev-
er anticipated. The most
troubling aspect emerged
when Al agents were eval-
uated on difficult software

in-

challenges. Some tasks
were reportedly extremely
difficult, or in certain cas-
es effectively impossible.
Faced with these obstacles,
some agents began looking
for alternative routes.
Researchers observed
behaviour suggesting that
agents discovered hidden
or unconventional methods
of communication. A larger
network subsequently ex-
changed information and
explored ways to produce
the desired result without
necessarily following the
intended route. This ex-
poses a critical weakness
in automated Al evalua-
tion. If an evaluation sys-
tem checks only whether
an answer is correct, rather
than examining how it was
produced, an Al may learn
to satisfy the scoring mech-
anism without genuinely
completing the task. In oth-
er words, the machine may
optimise the measurement
rather than the mission.
This problem, known as

“reward hacking”, is not
entirely new. Researchers
have long warned that Al
systems can discover un-
expected ways of obtaining
high scores without accom-
plishing the underlying ob-
jective. What is changing is
the scale and sophistication
of these systems.

The reported experi-
ments also raise serious
questions about digital
security. Some Al agents
were able to identify weak-
nesses in online environ-
ments and explore systems
beyond the immediate task
they had been assigned.
In one reported sequence,
agents attempted to under-
stand external evaluation
mechanisms and explored
ways of accessing informa-
tion and executing code.

It is important to distin-
guish between an Al in-
dependently “hacking” a
system in the human sense
and an Al agent exploiting
digital access already avail-
able to it. Nevertheless, the

underlying
safety con-
cern remains.

Once an
autonomous
system has
access to soft-
ware tools,
networks,
‘databases
or cloud in-
frastructure,
| even a sim-
ple objective
can lead to
increasingly
complex be-
haviour. The
central question is there-
fore: how much authority
should an AT agent receive
before human supervision
becomes essential?

Popular culture often
imagines Al threats as
machines becoming con-
scious, developing hatred
towards humanity and at-
tempting to take control of
the world. The real-world
risk may be less dramat-
ic—and potentially more
difficult to detect.

An Al does not need con-
sciousness, emotions or an
intention to dominate hu-
mans to cause serious dam-
age. It only needs a poorly
defined objective, exces-
sive access and the ability
to discover strategies its
developers failed to antici-
pate. This is why Al safety
researchers increasingly
focus on control, transpar-
ency, interpretability and
alignment. As artificial
intelligence becomes more
autonomous, understand-
ing how a system reaches

a decision can become just
as important as the deci-
sion itself.

The lesson from these
experiments should not be
that artificial intelligence
must be abandoned. Nor
should every unexpected
behaviour be interpreted
as evidence of an impend-
ing machine takeover.
Instead, such incidents
underline the need for a
more careful approach to
Al development. As sys-
tems become more auton-
omous, testing must go
beyond measuring perfor-
mance. Developers need
to examine the methods Al
agents use to reach their
goals, monitor communi-
cation between agents, re-
strict unnecessary access
to external systems and
build safeguards capable
of detecting unusual be-
haviour. Human oversight
must remain meaningful
rather than merely sym-
bolic. Al systems will in-
creasingly be allowed to
make decisions, use tools,
write software and interact
with other machines. This
transition offers enormous
benefits, but it also creates
a new category of techno-
logical risk.

The most important
question is therefore no
longer simply how intel-
ligent Al can become. It
is whether humans can
remain capable of un-
derstanding, supervising
and controlling what in-
creasingly autonomous Al
systems do with that intel-
ligence.

Oil price, US jobs data, rising bond vields likely
to drive Indian stock market next week

The Indian stock mar-
ket is likely to remain
sensitive to global cues
next week, with crude
oil prices, rising bond
yields, stronger-than-ex-
pected US jobs data and
foreign investor flows
emerging as key factors
that could shape inves-
tor sentiment. Renewed
tensions between the
US and Iran, uncertain-
ty over the reopening
of the Strait of Hormuz
and shifting expectations
around US interest rates
are expected to keep vol-
atility elevated.

The benchmark in-
dices ended higher on
Friday, but surrendered
most of their intra-day
gains and closed near
the day’s lows after the
closing auction session
(CAS). The Sensex
gained 363 points to
close at 76,515, while
the Nifty rose more than
24 points to finish below
the 23,898 mark.

The broader market
performance remained
mixed, with the Nifty
Midcap 100 slipping into
negative territory, while
the Nifty Smallcap 100
managed to end in the
green.

One of the biggest
concerns for investors
heading into the new
week is the renewed rise
in crude oil prices. Oil
gained around 8 per cent
during the week after the
US and Iran exchanged
strikes following a
month-long lull, reviv-
ing fears of a supply

disruption as the Strait
of Hormuz remains shut
for oil transit.

The prolonged disrup-
tion has also prompted
a reassessment of crude
price expectations. Citi
has raised its average
Brent crude price fore-
cast for the third quarter
to $86 a barrel from its
earlier estimate of $80,
citing expectations of a
longer-than-anticipat-
ed timeline for the re-
opening of the Strait of
Hormuz.

Higher oil prices could
put additional pressure
on inflation and cor-
porate costs in oil-im-
porting economies such
as India. Investors will
therefore closely mon-
itor developments in
the Middle East and
any indications of when
normal oil shipments
through the strategic

waterway could resume.

Another major con-
cern is the sharp rise in
global bond yields. A
bond-market selloff of a
scale not seen in decades
has pushed yields across
several major econo-
mies to multi-year highs.
Markets are currently
dealing with a combi-
nation of oil-driven in-
flation, expectations of
tighter monetary policy
and deteriorating fiscal
conditions.

The rise in crude pric-
es and fuel costs has
increased inflationary
pressures while also
pushing up government
borrowing costs glob-
ally. At the same time,
investors are assessing
the possibility that tight-
er financial conditions
could weigh on eco-
nomic growth if there is
no meaningful easing in

inflationary pressures.

US monetary policy
expectations could add
another layer of volatil-
ity.

A stronger-than-ex-
pected US jobs report
has brought the possi-
bility of a September
interest-rate hike back
into focus, creating a dif-
ficult policy choice for
Federal Reserve Chair
Kevin Warsh amid pres-
sure from US President
Donald Trump for lower
borrowing costs.

US employers added
162,000 jobs in August,
almost three times the
number expected by
economists. The labour
force participation rate
also increased to 61.6
per cent. Despite the
larger pool of available
workers, the unemploy-
ment rate remained at
4.1 per cent.

SBI Announces 207 Specialist Officer
Posts; Selection Through Interviews

The State Bank of India
has invited applications for
207 Specialist Cadre Officer
posts under its Wealth
Management recruitment
drive. Vacancies include
Zonal Head, Regional
Head, Investment Officer,
VP Wealth and AVP Wealth.

Candidates will be short-
listed based on qualifica-
tions and experience and
selected through interviews.

The application deadline is
September 25, 2026, with
a fee of Rs 750 for eligible
applicants.

The VP Wealth catego-
ry has the highest number
of vacancies at 91, fol-
lowed by 73 posts for AVP
Wealth and 24 Relationship
Manager-Team Lead posi-
tions. Eligible candidates
can apply through the offi-
cial SBI website.

Swatantra Bhardwaj
Arrested Over Alleged
Assault on Protester
at Jantar Mantar

By: Shujath Ali Sufi

Swatantra Bhardwaj has been arrested in con-
nection with the alleged assault of Sanjay Kumar,
the father of student activist Nishu Azad, during a
protest at Jantar Mantar, bringing an end to days
of controversy and public pressure surrounding

the inciden

The arrest followed growing outrage over
the alleged attack at Jantar Mantar, a designat-
ed space where citizens gather to raise issues,
express dissent and stage peaceful protests. The
incident has triggered questions over the safety
of protesters and whether political or ideological
influence can be used to avoid accountability for

alleged acts of violence.

According to allegations surrounding the inci-
dent, Kumar was assaulted while participating in
a protest. Reports have also raised concerns over
statements allegedly made by Bhardwaj follow-
ing the incident. The claims have intensified de-
mands for a thorough and impartial investigation.

The arrest, however, does not amount to a con-
viction. Bhardwaj remains entitled to due process
and the presumption of innocence, and the alle-
gations against him will have to be established
through a lawful investigation and judicial pro-

ceedings.

The police are expected to examine the circum-
stances surrounding the alleged assault, record
statements from witnesses and assess available
evidence. Any allegations of threats, intimidation
or retaliation against Kumar, Nishu Azad or their
family members must also be investigated sepa-

rately and seriously.

The incident has renewed debate over the
treatment of protesters and the need for equal
application of the law. While protesters are rou-
tinely expected to maintain peace and restraint,
any allegation of violence against them must also
be dealt with firmly, irrespective of the accused
person’s political links, ideological affiliation or

social influence.

Jantar Mantar remains an important public
space for democratic expression, and disagree-
ments over political or social issues cannot jus-
tify violence. Activists and protesters may be
challenged through debate, peaceful opposition
or lawful complaints, but physical attacks and in-
timidation have no place in a democratic society.

With Bhardwaj now in custody, attention will
turn to the next stage of the legal process. The
authorities will face the responsibility of ensur-
ing that the investigation remains impartial and
is guided solely by evidence rather than political
pressure or public sentiment.

The case has also highlighted a broader ques-
tion about the rule of law: whether an ordinary
citizen can expect equal protection regardless of
political connections, influence or social stand-

ing.

The arrest may mark the beginning of the le-
gal process, but the real test will be whether the
investigation is allowed to proceed fairly and
transparently, with all relevant evidence and al-
legations examined without fear or favour.

For now, the central message from the contro-
versy is clear: disagreement with a protest or an
activist must be addressed through democratic
and lawful means, and no individual should be
allowed to assume that influence or connections
can place them beyond the reach of the law.

India Accelerates Semiconductor
Push, Eyes Shift from ‘Make in

India’ to ‘Engineer in India’

India is stepping up
efforts to build a strong
domestic semiconductor
industry, with the govern-
ment seeking to reduce
dependence on imports and
position the country as a
major global hub for chip
manufacturing, design and
related technologies.

The second phase of
India’s Semiconductor
Mission has been launched
with an allocation of around
$13 billion, expanding the
focus beyond manufactur-
ing infrastructure to cover
the wider semiconductor
supply chain. The pro-
gramme also places greater
emphasis on developing a
skilled workforce capable
of supporting the rapidly
growing industry.

Semiconductors are es-
sential components used in
a wide range of products,
including automobiles,
smartphones, artificial in-
telligence systems and
advanced computing

equipment. The global sup-
ply disruptions witnessed
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic exposed the risks of
relying heavily on a limited
number of manufacturing
hubs in East Asia, strength-
ening the case for India to
develop its own capabili-
ties.

While chip manufactur-
ing remains a key priority,
industry observers believe
India could secure a big-
ger strategic advantage by
moving further into semi-
conductor design and en-
gineering. The country’s
large pool of engineers and
technology professionals
is seen as a major strength
that could help transform
the “Make in India” vision
into an “Engineer in India”
model.

India has so far approved
12 semiconductor projects
across six states. Micron,
Kaynes Semicon and CG
Semi have begun com-
mercial production this

year, with their operations
primarily focused on chip
assembly, testing and pack-
aging rather than advanced
wafer fabrication.

A major project by Tata
Electronics and Taiwan’s
Powerchip Semiconductor
Manufacturing Corporation
is also progressing at
Dholera in Gujarat. The
facility is targeting its first
batch of chips in December
and is expected to strength-
en India’s manufacturing
capabilities while helping
build a broader domestic
semiconductor ecosystem.

Tata Electronics has also

signed an $11 billion mem-
orandum of understanding
with Dutch technology
company ASML to collab-
orate on advanced semi-
conductor technologies.
The partnership is aimed
at supporting chip require-
ments across key sectors,
including automobiles and
artificial intelligence. With
investments growing across
manufacturing, design,
technology and skills, India
is seeking to move beyond
being a consumer of semi-
conductors and establish it-
self as an important player
in the global chip industry.
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Satwik-Chirag

Clinch Maiden China
Masters Title After

(0 > i

New Delhi, Sep 6:

India’s star men’s dou-
bles pair Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty clinched their
maiden China Masters
title after producing a
superb comeback victory
over China’s He Ji Ting
and Ren Xiang Yu in a
thrilling final on Sunday.

The Indian duo made a
difficult start and lost the
opening game 11-21, but
refused to give up. Satwik
and Chirag raised their
intensity in the second
game, winning 21-13 to
level the contest and force
a deciding game.

Thrilling Comeback

The Indian pair contin-
ued their impressive fight-
back in the third game,
holding their nerve to win
21-17 and seal the title.
Their victory was partic-
ularly significant as they
had finished runners-up at
the China Masters in 2023
and 2025.

The triumph also
marked the duo’s sec-
ond title of the season.
They had earlier won the
Singapore Open Super
750, underlining their
strong form and making
the China Masters victory
another major achieve-
ment for Indian badmin-
ton.

Sheetal Devi stars as India
dominate World Archery
Para Series qualification

Ahmedabad, Sep 6:

India produced a
dominant display in the
third stage of the World
Archery Para Series, with
Sheetal Devi topping the
women’s compound qual-
ification with 698 points
out of 720.

India also secured top
seeding in both the men’s
and women’s compound
team events. Rakesh

Kumar finished second in
the men’s qualification,
while Toman Kumar was
fourth.

In the VII category,
Tanvi Ingale, Pawan
Kumar and Yugal Garg
reached the semifinals,
assuring India of at least
two medals. Pawan will
face Tanvi in one semi-
final, while Yugal takes
on Cyprus’ world No. 1
Christos Misos.

Shilpa Shetty asks ‘Binge or Cringe’
as she groves to Dulhe Ka Sehra
Suhana Lagta Hai from Dhadkan

New Delhi, Sep 6:

Actress Shilpa Shetty
spent her weekend taking a
nostalgic trip down mem-
ory lane as she decided to
Sunday Binge her memora-
ble hit, ‘Dhadkan’.

She uploaded a hilari-
ous video of herself on her
official Instagram handle,
where she was seen getting
her makeup and hair done,
while the track ‘Dulhe Ka
Sehra Suhana Lagta Hai’
from her movie ‘Dhadkan’
played in the background
on television.

Shilpa decided to give
the song her own twist as
she started singing along
while also doing some fun-
ny gestures, leaving every-
one around her in stitches.

She decided to caption
the post, “Sunday Binge or
Sunday Cringe (sic)”, fol-
lowed by laughing-with-
tears emojis.

Reacting to her latest so-
cial media update, one of
the netizens wrote in the
comment section, “Dulhe
Ka Sehra, hahaha not that
cringe. Until now it’s my
favorite song from my fav
movie.”

“This song is not cringe
it was masterpiece”, read
another comment.

Sung by Nusrat Fateh
Ali Khan and scored by
composer duo Nadeem-—
Shravan, ‘Dulhe Ka Sehra
Suhana Lagta Hai’ still re-
mains one of the most pop-
ular wedding tracks. The
lyrics for the song have
been provided by Sameer.

Believed to be a loose
adaptation of Wuthering
Heights by Emily Bronté,

‘Dhadkan’ shares the tale
of Anjali (Played by Shilpa
Shetty), who is forced to
marry Ram (Played by
Akshay Kumar) despite
being in love with Dev
(Played by Suniel Shetty).
While Ram turns out to
be a loving and devoted
husband, Dev becomes a
wealthy businessman mo-
tivated by revenge.

Made under the direc-
tion of Dharmesh Darshan,
the project features
Akshay Kumar, Suniel
Shetty, Shilpa Shetty and
Mahima Chaudhry as the
leads, along with Sharmila
Tagore, Parmeet Sethi,
Kiran Kumar, Sushma Seth
and Manjeet Kullar in an-
cillary roles.

Backed by Ratan Jain
under the banner of Venus
Records &amp; Tapes,
‘Dhadkan’ remains fresh in
the memory of movie buffs
even after more than two
decades since its release.

Agarkar in Chennai After

BCCI Meet Absence,
Vaibhav Steals Spotlight

LA Es

Chennai, Sep 6:

Captain Ishan Kishan
scored an unbeaten hun-
dred as he took East
Zone to a strong posi-
tion at the end of Day 1
of the Duleep Trophy
final against South Zone
at the MA Chidambaram
Stadium in Chennai.

Kishan went back un-
beaten on 111, while the
other wicketkeeper batter
Kumar Kushagra also re-
mained unscathed on 63
as the two took East to a
strong score of 385/4 in 79
overs on stumps. South’s
bowlers were laboured
at Chepauk, and several
of them took the beating
from the East batters,
as Shikhar Mohan (85),
Abhimanyu Easwaran
(72) and Vaibhav
Sooryavanshi (44) also

put up impressive perfor-
mances with the willow.

The fans turned out in
numbers at Chepuak after
East Zone skipper Ishan
won the toss. There was
an air of excitement to
watch teenage sensation
Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
in action as fans filled
the stands opened for the
match. The 15-year-old
did not disappoint a bit
and marched his way to
a stroke-filled 44 from 37
balls after treading with
caution at the start.

He had a fascinating
battle with fellow in-
ternational and senior
Mohammed Siraj, who
beat him with hard lengths
but was then taken to the
cleaners by the rising sen-
sation.

Sooryavanshi lined the
Test speedster for three

S ot

fours and a six in the 12
balls he faced from him
in an enthralling show for
the fans. Sooryavanshi’s
stay was ended by Chama
V Milind on a short ball,
while Easwaran also im-
pressed well during his 72
as East were in ascendan-
cy after the first session,
having scored 133/2 in
the 27 overs before lunch.

South deployed spin
from both ends in the sec-
ond session, but Mohan
negated the challenge and
kept the scoreboard tick-
ing. Milind came and got
Mohan short of his centu-
ry with a short-ball ploy;
however, Kishan carried
on and was joined by
Kushagra later.

The two batters went
all cylinders behind the
South’s tiring attack in the
final session as they put up

an unbeaten stand of 144
from 160 balls and did not
lose a single wicket in the
final session. After being
246/4 at tea, it was this
session which East Zone
stole completely apart
from a strong first session.
East made runs at 5.56 an
over as they collected 139
runs from 25 overs to end
the day on a high note.

The South bowlers
struggled, and Siraj’s
return was not impres-
sive either. The speedster
failed to touch 135kph
for the majority of his 14
overs as he stayed in the
mid-120s and was hit for
96 runs at 6.90 an over
and failed to pick a single
wicket.

Tripurana Vijay also
took a beating, being hit
for 114 runs in 22 overs at
5.20, but with a wicket to
his name. Milind seemed
to be the pick of the bowl-
ers with his twin scalps
for 56 runs in 13 overs,
but South would feel
they have a lot of work
to do after East ended the
day on a high note. Brief
scores: East Zone 385/4
in 79 overs (Ishan Kishan
111*, Shikhar Mohan 85;
Chama V Milind 2-56,
Tripurana Vijay 1-114)
against South Zone

It’s Aaqib Javed versus whole Pakistan
now, he’s making all decisions by
himself, says Atiq-uz-Zaman

New Delhi, Sep 6:

Former Pakistan crick-
eter Atig-uz-Zaman has
alleged that chief selector
Aaqib Javed is ‘making
all decisions by himself’
and that it has now be-
come a case of him versus
the entire set-up, even as
the fallout from wholesale
changes dominates dis-
cussions about the ongo-
ing disastrous Test tour of
England.

Following a 194-run de-
feat at Lord’s that has left
Pakistan trailing 2-0 in
the three-match series, the
side dropped seven play-
ers - Mohammad Rizwan,
Imam-ul-Haq, Salman
Agha, Ali Usman, Aamer
Jamal, Awais Zafar, and
Khurram Shahzad - and re-
lieved red-ball head coach
Sarfaraz Ahmed and bowl-
ing coach Umar Gul of
their duties.

In their place, five un-
capped players - Arafat
Minhas, Mohammad Imran
Jnr, Saad Baig, Mohammad
Imran Randhawa, and
Razaullah - have been
called up alongside Saim
Ayub and Abdullah Fazal.
White-ball head coach
Mike Hesson and bowling
coach Ashley Noffke have
stepped in to take charge of
the Test side for the game
at Edgbaston, starting on
September 9.

Asked whether this is
an unprecedented point
Pakistan has reached as
a men’s team, Atiq-uz-
Zaman agreed unreserved-
ly. “I think if I disagree with
this conversation, I will be
the most biased person on
the planet. I think even peo-
ple who don’t have an un-
derstanding of international
cricket, or they have not
played in it, but they play
some sort of cricket, and
they watch cricket, they all
agree with what everybody
is saying,” Atig-uz-Zaman
told IANS in an exclusive
conversation from England.

“They all disagree with
the decision Pakistan
Cricket Board has made. I
think it’s an unbelievable,
ignorant decision by any-
body. Performance is not
okay. We can understand
that Pakistan’s performance
is really, really below aver-
age - very poor, I would
say.

“But I have never wit-
nessed these kinds of inci-
dents before in my whole
cricket career - that team
has been changed during
the series and the coach
has been sent home just for
a reason, because he did
not listen to somebody’s
advice. It’s unbelievable,”
he added.

He then directed his
sharpest criticism at Javed,
alleging that he’s oper-
ating without structured
processes and deliberate-
ly managing public ex-
pectations down to mask
administrative failures. “I
think the Pakistan Cricket
Board has become a one-
man show now. I think
it’s Aaqib Javed versus
whole Pakistan now. So,
he is making all decisions
by himself. He watches a
dream and then he tries to
execute his dream the next
day.

“There is no process
because the problem with
Asian countries, especially
in Pakistan is if you try to
build a process, you lose
the power and you don’t
want to lose the power. You

don’t want to give authority
to other people or you don’t
want people to grow. You
want people to be dictated
by you. So, this is kind of a
culture he brought in.

“I don’t understand one
thing — Pakistan, before
they went to the West
Indies, they had a two-
month camp. They were
working hard - like about
20-odd players were to-
gether. So, it’s been se-
lected by the same people
- Aaqib Javed, Sarfaraz,
Asad Shafiq and Misbah-
ul-Haq. So, you selected
the same team. They didn’t
perform much in the West
Indies, but they won a Test
match there, luckily.

“But they didn’t perform
well in England. Before
they even went to West
Indies, Aaqib Javed had
told the media, ‘If Pakistan
win one Test match out of
four, it will be a really, re-
ally good achievement.’ So,
they try to lower the expec-
tation of the public on pur-
pose and people will know
that, ‘Oh, Pakistan will win.
It should be okay.” So, they
try to brainwash people in
that sense,” he elaborated.

Atiq-uz-Zaman, who
played a Test and three ODIs
for Pakistan, and served
as fielding-cum-wicket-
keeping coach at its High
Performance Centre, fur-
ther said team selection is
being driven by political fa-
vouritism rather than genu-
ine talent in the men’s side.

Antonelli storms
from 19th to win
ltalian Grand Prix

Monza, Sep 6:

Kimi Antonelli pro-
duced a sensational come-
back at his home Italian
Grand Prix, starting 19th
and overtaking Mercedes
teammate George Russell
in the closing stages to
win at Monza.

Russell finished sec-
ond, around four sec-
onds behind, while Max
Verstappen took third.
Lando Norris was fourth
and Lewis Hamilton fin-
ished sixth.

Antonelli’s victory
came after an engine
penalty forced him to start
near the back of the grid.

Agarkar Spotted in Chennai
After Missing BCCI Review
Meet; Vaibhav Suryavanshi
Watch Sparks Speculation

Chennai, Sep 6:

India chief selector Ajit
Agarkar was spotted at
the MA Chidambaram
Stadium in Chennai on
Sunday, days after his
absence from the BCCI’s
review meeting triggered
speculation over his po-
sition and future with the
selection committee.

Agarkar, who was
seen sitting casually in
the stands, watched the
Duleep Trophy final be-
tween East Zone and
South Zone. His appear-
ance in Chennai has also
led to speculation among
fans that the chief se-
lector may have been
keeping an eye on young
batting prospect Vaibhav
Suryavanshi.

Agarkar’s absence from
the BCCI review meet-
ing had raised questions
about whether his tenure
was nearing its end and
whether he would re-
main in charge until the
next ODI World Cup.
However, BCCI secretary
Devajit Saikia clarified

that there was no dis-
cussion about Agarkar’s
continuation or the selec-
tion committee during the
meeting.

Saikia said the meeting
had been scheduled at
short notice and Agarkar
was in another location
where internet connec-
tivity was unavailable,
preventing him from
joining the discussion
online. He added that
the meeting focused on
India’s performances
during the England and
Ireland tours, the recent-
ly concluded Test series
against Sri Lanka and
preparations for upcom-
ing assignments and the
World Cup.

Agarkar took charge
as India’s chief selector
on July 4, 2023, and his
current tenure is set to
end this September. The
BCCI is yet to clarify
whether he will be re-
tained through the next
ODI World Cup or re-
placed with a new chief
selector.

Imran Khan's sons slam PCB
over Lord’s Test controversy

London, Sep 6:

The sons of former
Pakistan captain Imran
Khan have criticised
PCB chairman Mohsin
Naqvi over the contro-
versy surrounding the re-
cent Lord’s Test against
England.

Sulaiman and Kasim
Khan said the PCB “made
absolute fools of them-
selves” after reports that
it threatened to abandon

play unless a Sky Sports
interview with them was
withdrawn.

The interview focused
on their father’s health
and prison conditions.
The brothers also raised
concerns over his report-
ed solitary confinement
and lack of transparency,
while Pakistani author-
ities have denied mis-
treatment and said he is
receiving proper medical
care.

Dominant South Africa claim tri-
series title after outclassing
Zimbabwe by 48 runs

Windhoek, Sep 6:

South Africa produced
a clinical all-round perfor-
mance to defeat Zimbabwe
by 48 runs in the final and
clinch the T20I tri-series ti-
tle at the Namibia Cricket
Ground on Sunday.

Batting first after opting
to bat, South Africa posted
a formidable 205/5 in 20
overs. Jordan Hermann led
the charge with a rapid 53
off just 24 balls, including
eight fours and a six. He
shared an 84-run opening
partnership with Connor
Esterhuizen, who contrib-
uted 32.

Dewald Brevis kept
up the momentum with
a quick 32 off 23 balls,
hitting two fours and two
sixes. Rubin Hermann also
played a useful cameo,
scoring 27 off 16 deliver-
ies, as South Africa crossed
the 200-run mark.

Zimbabwe’s chase got
off to a disastrous start as
Ben Curran was dismissed
for a first-ball duck. South
Africa’s bowlers contin-
ued to put pressure on the
Zimbabwean top order,
reducing them to four

wickets down inside the
powerplay.

Captain Sikandar Raza
was given an early re-
prieve after a caught-be-

hind dismissal was
overturned because of a
no-ball, but Bjorn Fortuin
soon removed him for 24.
Zimbabwe were eventual-
ly bowled out for 157 in 18
overs.

Brad Evans provid-
ed some resistance with
an unbeaten 56, regis-
tering his maiden T20I
half-century, but Kwena
Maphaka broke his 52-run
ninth-wicket partnership
with Kundai Matigimu to
end Zimbabwe’s hopes.

Duan Jansen was South
Africa’s leading bowler
with 3/38, while captain
Bjorn Fortuin claimed 3/24
and Eathan Bosch took
2/22. South Africa thus de-
feated Zimbabwe for the
third time in eight days.

The tri-series served
as an important warm-up
for the three teams ahead
of the 2027 ICC Cricket
World Cup, which will be
co-hosted by South Africa,
Zimbabwe and Namibia.
Brief Scores: South Africa
205/5 (Jordan Hermann
53, Connor Esterhuizen
32, Dewald Brevis 32) beat
Zimbabwe 157 (Brad Evans
56 not out) by 48 runs.
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Woman shares “survival guide’ to crossing city roads

Crossing a busy road
can be a routine part of
the day, but in some Indian
cities, pedestrians often
have to navigate relentless
traffic, limited signals and
vehicles that rarely stop. A
woman in Hyderabad has
captured that experience
in a video showing how
she managed to make her
way across five different
road crossings.

The clip, shared on
Instagram by Nandhini
Saripalli, documents her
attempt to cross the roads
while explaining the tac-
tics she uses to safely get
to the other side.

‘Let’s see if I survive’

“I’m going to show you
how to cross roads here
in India. I’m basically in
Hyderabad, and I have
to go to the other side
of there. And I have five
crossings to make. So,
yeah. Let’s see if [ survive
and will show you how 1

do it,” Saripalli says at the
beginning of the video.
As vehicles continue

SHOT WITH
DUALGRAM

moving past her, she adds,
“No one’s ever going to
stop, so you have to kind

Indian Engineer Charges Rs 9,500 Per
Hour For Applying Mehndi In US

How much can ahenna artis
i@ earninthe US? ==

“How much can a hen-
na artist earn in the US?”
an Indian woman living in
the United States asked,
before answering the ques-
tion herself. Mehendi is an
inseparable part of wed-
dings and festive celebra-
tions in the Indian culture,
with people hiring artists
to apply it on their hands
on such occasions. While
in India, henna artists do
not earn much, the woman
shared that it has evolved
into a side business that
brings in a sizeable addi-
tional income.

In a video posted on
Instagram, Priyancka
Jaiin, who is a software
engineer by profession,
revealed that she charges
$100 (around Rs 9,500)
per hour for henna services
and can make around Rs 1
lakh from a 10-hour book-
ing. “On top of this, I often
get a tip of up to 20%,” she
added.

She shared that her earn-
ings increase significantly
when she takes up brid-
al or wedding bookings.
However, she pointed out
that the higher income
comes with the higher cost
of living in the US. She
also clarified that mehndi
is not her primary source
of income.

“I am a full-time soft-
ware engineer, my main
earning comes from my
salary. Henna is my hobby
business and my passion.
That’s why the earnings
from it is an extra income
for me,” she said.

She Says Americans
Respect Artists

For her, though, the
appeal of the side hustle
goes beyond the money.
She said one of the biggest
differences she noticed

Earns Rs 1Lakh From

after moving to the
US was how artists
. and their work are
perceived. She said
that mehndi artists
often do not receive
the same professional
recognition in India.
In the US, however,
she feels she is treat-
ed and respected as
an artist.

She explained, “In
India, a mehendi art-
' ist is often not con-
sidered a good profession.
But here I am seen as an
artist and respected. And
for me, more valuable
than money is respect. |
never feel that [ am doing a
small job. Because here no
work is small or big. Work
is work. And maybe this is
what I like the most here.”

“India Mein To 300/500
Hi Milta Hai”

Bridal Gig

Her comments have
since drawn attention on-
line, with social media us-
ers discussing the earning
potential of mehndi art-
ists abroad and compar-
ing it with rates typically
charged in India. Some
also joked about relocat-
ing to the US for a better
income as artists.

“Woww but yaha India
me to 300/500 hi milta hai.
Main bhi mehendi artist
hun,” said a user.

“Yahan pr to full bridal
mehndi ka 1000 bhi dene
me problem aati h logo
ko,” another henna artist
shared.

Meanwhile, someone
said, “I think they respect
every profession and art-
ist.”

“Mere ko America jana
hai,” an individual joking-
ly wrote.

of just make way,” point-
ing out that some stretch-
es do not even have zebra
crossings.

At another crossing,
she spots a zebra crossing
but notes the absence of
a traffic signal. “They’re
never going to stop. [ have
someone here who I can
take cover. Just kind of
show your hand. Yes. And
there you go. Second one
done,” she says.

Later, as she tries to nav-
igate another busy stretch,
Saripalli decides to fol-
low other pedestrians.
“We’re just going to show
the hand and just walk
through the vehicles,” she
says. At one point, she
misses an opportunity to
cross and watches another
pedestrian make his way
through traffic. “You see
that man just crossed. I
think I should have done
that,” she remarks before
trying again.

After finally complet-
ing all five crossings, she
concludes: “So, not for
five crossings, and, yeah,
I made it alive.”

‘A very different kind of
driving’

Sharing the clip,
Saripalli wrote in the cap-
tion: “Watch and learn. |
live in Goa, so I’'m defi-
nitely not used to crossing
roads like this. It’s a very
different kind of driving
here... although, to be
fair, this is pretty normal
in many of India’s bigger
cities. Five crossings later,
I made it.”

Internet reacts

The video prompted
several reactions from
social media users, many
of whom found the situa-
tion familiar. One person
wrote, “Crossing roads
shouldn’t feel like a sur-
vival challenge.” Another
said, “This is stressful just
to watch.”

salary for months.

McDonald’s India X account
posts intern’s unpaid salary
claim, deletes it later

A post that briefly appeared on McDonald’s
India’s official X account on September 6 sparked
a social media stir after an individual claiming to
be an intern accused a boss of withholding their

The now-deleted post was written by an anon-
ymous person who claimed to work as an intern
at McDonald’s India. The individual also posted
a photograph of the person they identified as their
boss, Amit Joshi, along with the claim.

“I am an intern at McDonald’s India. My boss,
Amit Joshi, has not paid me for months, forcing
me to take on two extra jobs. I manage several
McDonald’s Asian accounts, but Amit Joshi has
not paid me since December 2025.”

The post quickly drew attention because of the
nature of the accusation and the claim that the
intern had been forced to take on additional jobs
while continuing to manage multiple accounts.

The identity of the person who posted the mes-
sage remains unclear. The post was visible on
McDonald’s India’s official X page before it was
deleted, and screenshots of the claim have since
circulated online. The incident has also prompt-
ed questions about how the post appeared on the
company’s verified social media account in the first
place. However, there is no official confirmation from
McDonald’s India about the post, the identity of the
person who made the claim or the allegations against
Amit Joshi at the time of writing.

‘Girlfriend Gives 0%
Interest’: Chennai Metro
Ad Sparks Outrage

GIRLFRIEND MAY
GIVE 0% INTEREST,
BUT OUR FD GIVES

ANNANAGAR
HEAD OFFICE
...........
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BRANCH OFFICE

An advertisement dis-
played inside a Chennai
Metro coach has triggered
a political controversy af-
ter DMK MP Thamizhachi
Thangapandian objected to
its messaging, alleging that
it disrespected women and
portrayed them as objects.

The advertisement,
placed inside a metro
coach, promoted fixed de-
posit schemes offered by a
co-operative credit society
called “THECOS’. While
highlighting its interest
rates, the advertisement
compared them with a girl-
friend, stating that a “girl-
friend may give 0 per cent
interest.”

DMK MP Seeks
Immediate Removal Of Ad

Thamizhachi
Thangapandian shared a
photograph of the adver-
tisement on X and ques-
tioned how it was allowed
to be displayed inside the
Chennai Metro.

Calling the messaging
degrading to women, the
DMK MP said advertise-
ments displayed in public
spaces should take into
account the dignity of
women. “An advertise-
ment displayed inside the
Chennai Metro Rail that
degrades women and por-

NANGANALLUR COIMBATORE
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..........

trays them as objects is
shocking. It is essential to
ensure that advertisements
in public places take into
account the dignity of
women,” Thangapandian
said.

She also questioned the
Chennai Metro Rail admin-
istration over its decision
to allow the advertisement
and urged authorities to re-
move it immediately.

“It is questionable how
the Chennai Metro Rail ad-
ministration allowed such
an advertisement. I request
that this advertisement be
removed immediately and
appropriate action be taken
to prevent such advertise-
ments from appearing in
the future,” she said.

The DMK leader fur-
ther pointed out that lakhs
of people use the Chennai
Metro every day and said
such advertisements could

have an impact on the pub-
lic.

ATADMK Also
Demands Action

The controversy also
drew a response from
AIADMK spokesperson
Kovai Sathyan, who called
for legal action against
those responsible for creat-
ing the advertisement.

Reacting to its content,

DMK MP Seeks
Immediate
Removal Of Ad

AIADMK Also
Demands Action

‘Collecting
Eyeballs Doesn’t
Give Right To
Demean

Who Placed The
Advertisement?

Sathyan said the messag-
ing was unacceptable and
argued that freedom of
expression does not give
advertisers the right to de-
mean people on the basis
of gender. “T am at a loss
of words looking at the
content. This is clearly
outraging the modesty of
a woman, which is pun-
ishable under the law. Just
because an ad gives you
the freedom of expression
doesn’t mean that you can
go to the extent of demean-
ing somebody based on
gender,” he said.

‘Collecting Eyeballs
Doesn’t Give Right To
Demean’

Sathyan also criticised
the use of provocative
messaging merely to attract
public attention.

“Collecting eyeballs
doesn’t mean that you have
the right to demean some-
body. Catching eyeballs
doesn’t mean that you can
use derogatory messages
about a gender or another
person. It is not accept-
able,” he said.

Who Placed The
Advertisement?
The advertisement

was placed by a co-op-
erative credit society
known as THECOS. The
entity is also known as
Thiruvalluvar Transport
Corporation Employee’s
Co-operative  Credit
Society Ltd (TTCECS).

The organisation de-
scribes itself as a “trusted
financial institution serv-
ing the economic needs of
transport employees across
Tamil Nadu.”

An X user
claimed he
found a maggot
inside a piece of
KFC fried chick-
enboughtina
Greater Noida
West outlet.
The post spread
widely online,
prompting KFC
India to respond.

For Anurag Rawat,
completing a 10-kilome-
tre run at an altitude of
12,500 feet is another ma-
jor milestone in his jour-
ney. Living with cerebral
palsy, he has continued to
take on fitness challenges
that test his strength and
endurance. He has now
completed the high-alti-
tude run for the second
time in India.

Rawat has faced sev-
eral challenges since
childhood, but they have
not stopped him from
pursuing his goals. From
taking part in marathons
to building a large online
following, he has contin-
ued to push himself and
share his journey with
others.

A post shared on

Instagram said, “For the
second time in India, an
individual has brought
global acclaim to the
country by completing
a 10-kilometer run at an
altitude of 12,500 feet
while living with cerebral
palsy.”

The achievement adds
to Rawat’s growing list
of fitness challenges. He
has regularly shared pic-
tures and videos from his
workouts, runs and other
events, giving his follow-
ers a look at his journey.

As per The Economic
Times, Rawat was diag-
nosed with cerebral pal-
sy when he was just two
years old. Growing up, he
wanted to join the Army,
inspired by his father.
However, he had to leave
school after completing
Class 8.

Leaving school was a
difficult phase for Rawat.

He also had to deal with
people who doubted his
ability to build a mean-
ingful future. Instead of
allowing those comments
to hold him back, he be-
gan looking for his own
way forward.

Rawat started docu-
menting his life on social
media and taught himself
how to shoot and edit vid-
eos. His content included
gym workouts, running
events, fitness challenges
and everyday moments
from his life.

Over time, his journey
helped him build an on-
line community of more
than two lakh followers.
His content focuses on
showing what he can do
rather than allowing ce-
rebral palsy to define his
limits.

His latest achievement
has also received sever-
al supportive comments.

One user wrote, “So
proud of you anurag...
can’t express enough
for the ways you have
inspired me. Rajeev sir
must be so proud of you.
We, the monkmilers are
so proud that our fellow
monk is doing so well.
Love you, keep inspiring,
keep breaking limits.”

Another said, “You
are the personification of
“giving up is not in the
blood”

“Strength isn’t always
about having perfect abil-
ities, it’s about having an
unstoppable spirit Truly
inspiring,” a person said.

“what a damn inspira-
tion,” another said.

Sanjeev Sanyal responds to US
man questioning eating with hands:
‘If you cannot bear to touch it...’

Economist Sanjeev
Sanyal has sparked a con-
versation on social media
after responding to a US
man who questioned the
practice of eating food with
one’s hands. Sanyal offered
a simple explanation, sug-
gesting that being comfort-
able touching food could
itself be a test of whether
one should eat it.

The exchange began with
a video shared by a Florida-
based man named Aka.
The clip appeared to show
a South Indian wedding or
traditional gathering, where
a couple could be seen hav-
ing a meal with their hands.

Sharing the video, the
man asked: “Seriously

question, why do they all
eat with their hands?”’

The post, originally
shared in November 2025,
later caught the attention of
Sanyal, who responded with
his own take on the practice.

Sanjeev Sanyal offers a
‘simple test’

Quote-posting the video,
Sanyal wrote: “It is a sim-
ple test..... if you cannot bear
to touch it, and need metal
instruments, then it is prob-
ably a bad idea to put it in
your mouth.”

His response quickly
gained traction online, with
the quote-post amassing
more than 284,000 views
and prompting reactions
from social media users.

Narasimhulu.
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TGSRTC Conductor returns 3
Lakh left behind by passenger

A TGSRTC conductor from Shadnagar has earned
widespread appreciation for her honesty after safely
returning %3 lakh in cash that a passenger had acci-
dentally left behind on a bus.

The passenger, Jahangir, a businessman from
Shadnagar, was travelling to Hyderabad with his
wife on Saturday. After getting down from the bus at
Afzalgunj, the couple proceeded towards Nampally. A
short while later, Jahangir realised that he had forgot-
ten a bag containing 33 lakh in cash on the bus.

Meanwhile, conductor Saritha noticed the unattend-
ed bag inside the bus and immediately informed driver

After check-
and finding
two employ-
safely with
of leaving it
or handing
unknown per-

his mistake,

Jahangir

the money.

to the bus stand in search of the missing bag. After
confirming his identity and details regarding the
bag, Saritha and Narasimhulu handed over the entire
amount of %3 lakh to him.

Jahangir reportedly expressed relief and gratitude to
the TGSRTC staff for safely protecting and returning

Telangana Transport Minister Ponnam Prabhakar
also praised Saritha for her honesty, responsibility and
dedication to duty. He appreciated the conductor for
setting a positive example through her conduct. The
incident has drawn attention to the responsible action
of the RTC employees, with Saritha and Narasimhulu
receiving praise for ensuring that the passenger’s money
was safely returned without any loss.

rushed back
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